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Westad fails to get recall petitioners arrested
By M.P. Regan

Dillon Tribune staff
Beaverhead County Attorney Jed Fitch said his office has decided not to

pursue criminal charges against three Dillon citizens spearheading a drive
to recall three City Councilpersons, despite being urged to do so by City
Councilperson Lynn Westad in an affidavit she filed earlier this year with
Beaverhead County.

In the affidavit, Westad insisted that Raymond Graham had committed
fraud by misrepresenting his place of residence on several documents, includ-
ing a recall petition for City Council President David Spehar that Graham
began collecting signatures on this spring.

Westad also urged the county to bring charges against Edith Fletcher and
Jude Davis, for allegedly aiding Graham with the alleged fraud.

Fletcher filed recall petitions last month for Ward 4 City Councilpersons
Swede Troedsson and Derek Gore, who, like Spehar, almost always vote the
same way as Westad on issues before the City Council.

Davis was collecting signatures for a recall petition on Westad when she
fell ill earlier this summer and was forced to suspend her efforts.

Westad claimed Graham committed fraud by listing an address within the
City of Dillon while actually living outside city limits.

She sent a letter on April 27 to Montana Secretary of State Linda Mc-

Red Cross says blood
donors urgently needed

The American Red Cross is facing a looming
blood shortage, leading to an urgent need for
donors of all blood types to roll up a sleeve and
give. There will be a Dillon Community Blood
Drive Aug. 7, from Ito 6 p.m., at the National
Guard Armory.

Donations through the Red Cross are down
approximately 8 percent over the last 11
weeks, resulting in about 80,000 fewer dona-
tions than expected. The number of donors con-
tinues to decline, and the shortfall is significant
enough that the Red Cross could experience
an emergency situation in the coming weeks.

The American Red Cross is the local blood
provider for Barrett Hospital. Support Barrett
Hospital blood needs by making an appoint-
ment to donate on August 7 at the National
Guard Armory blood drive. For more informa-
tion and to make appointment, call 1-800-RED-
CROSS or go online at www.redcrossblood.org

"Hospital patients continue to need lifesav-
ing blood this summer, and they're relying on
the generosity of volunteer donors to give them
hope in the days and weeks ahead," said Julia
Wulf, CEO for the Red Cross Lewis and Clark
and Arizona Blood Services Region. "Please,
consider giving the gift of life. Each day dona-
tions come up short, less blood is available for
patients in need - and you never know when it
could be your loved one needing blood."

Eligible donors with types 0 negative, B
negative and A negative blood are especially
needed at this time. Type 0 negative is the
universal blood type and can be transfused to
anyone who needs blood. Types A negative and
B negative can be transfused to Rh positive or
negative patients.

The summer can be among the most chal-
lenging times of the year for blood donations
as regular donors delay giving while they take
vacations and participate in summer activi-
ties. When school is out of session for summer
break, donations from those who normally
give on campus tend to drop by more than 80
percent.

Every day this summer is a chance to give
hope to patients in need and their network of
family and friends. July 13 marked the half-
way point for the Red Cross campaign "100
Days of Summer. 100 Days of Hope." Blood
donations are needed now and for the rest of
the summer. Individuals who donated blood
earlier this summer may now be eligible to
donate again and help patients such as accident
victims, heart surgery patients and children
with blood disorders.
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Look for the August edition of Montana
Best Times insterted in local copies of this
paper

Cullough, urging McCullough's office to investigate Graham.
Fitch said McCullough told Westad to file an affidavit with Beaverhead

County, which she did on May 14.
After investigating the matter with Dillon City Police Chief Paul Craft,

Fitch said he concluded Graham had fulfilled the requirements of establishing
his residency at 136 W. Bannack Street in Dillon, the address he has listed
on his voter registration since 2005 and which he used when filing the recall
petition on Spehar.
"My voter registration says I'm registered to vote at 136 W. Bannack

and have been since 2005, legally," Graham told the Tribune in response to
Westad's claims.
"The elections administrator in 2005 recognized it as my legitimate resi-

dence. The county attorney back then recognized it as my legal residence.
The attorney general they took it to refused to throw me out and I was able
to serve on the City Council for two years from that residence. The political
practices commissioner accepted my residence. All of them accepted that
almost ten years ago. And now certain members of the City Council are try-
ing to bring it back up.
"Why do you think that is?" smiled Graham, who found out this week that

Beaverhead County Clerk & Recorder Debra L. Scott determined he had col-
lected enough signatures to trigger a recall on Spehar.

Three city recall
petitions certified

By M.P. Regan
Dillon Tribune staff

Recall petitions filed against three
Dillon City Councilpersons contain
enough valid signatures to trigger a re-
call election, Beaverhead County Clerk
& Recorder Debra L. Scott concluded
this week.

The petition tiled by Raymond
Graham on Ward 3 Councilperson and
City Council President David Spehar
included 108 valid signatures, three
more than the 105 required to meet

Aye, mateys
Young pirates (I to r) Lyle Zimdars. Liam Guzik and Richard Glen arrive at the Dillon Public Library at the

end of the parade route through downtown for last Thursday's Summer Reading Program Carnival, which
attracted about 100 participants. to P Regan phi-it(
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Citizens have
chance to guide
government review
Filing deadline Aug. 21

By J.P. Plutt
Dillon Tribune staff

City of Dillon and Beaverhead
County residents have the opportu-
nity to participate on the local gov-
ernment review commissions called
for by voters in the primary election
in June. City voters asked for the
review by a 507 to 325 margin. The
measure barely passed in the county-
1,178 to 1,171. Voters in Lima opted
against the review 44 to 36.

The next step in the process
will be to elect a commission. The
Beaverhead County Commission
chose a three-member commission,
while the City of Dillon Council voted
for a five-member group.

The races for the two separate
commissions will be decided on the
Nov. General Election ballot.

Residents of the county or city are
eligible to file for their respective
commissions. The filling deadline is
Aug. 21 at 5 p.m. There is no filing
fee and the positions are volunteer
or unpaid.

Once elected, the Government
Review Commissions will begin to
formulate potential changes, and
through the public meeting process,
will take ideas and comments from
the public. The process will wind up
in two years when the results of the
commissions will appear on a ballot.
Voters will decide whether to adopt
recommendations or to leave the lo-
cal government entities as they are.

According to Beaverhead Clerk
and Recorder Debbie Scott, there
has been only one citizen file for the
Beaverhead County Government
Review Commission. As of Tuesday.
no citizen had filed for election to the
City of Dillon Government Review
Commission

Montana law calls for an election
every ten years on the question of a
local government review. The pur-
pose of a study commission is to study
the existing form and powers of a
local government and procedures for
delivery of local government services
and compare them with other forms
available under the laws of the state.

Another big city street tax hike in works
By M.P. Regan

Dillon Tribune staff
Three years after a controversial budget move

that increased Dillon property owners' street
maintenance tax rate by 100 percent, the Dillon
City Council's Street & Alley Committee last week
voted to up it again for the coming year by more
than 50 percent.

At its meeting last Thursday, the Street & Alley
Committee --which consists of Dillon City Council-
persons Dick Achter, David Spehar, Lynn Westad
and Bob Cottom—voted unanimously in favor of
the hike, which will amount to a 59.3 increase from
the current rate

The proposed increase will go before the full
City Council tonight in the form of a resolution to
start the process to enact it, a process that, if given
the go ahead, would lead to a public hearing on the
increase and, ultimately, to a final vote by the full
Council, likely next month

Under the proposal, the street maintenance tax
would spike from $1.60 per linear foot of street
frontage to $2.55 per foot, meaning a property
owner with 75 feet of street frontage would pay al
most $200 per year just in street maintenance fees
"You guys are asking a person's street mainte

nance tax to he about equivalent to their general

fund tax," commented Mayor Mike Klakken, who
attended the Street & Alley Committee meeting.

Another steep increase in the street mainte-
nance tax is necessary, in large part, City Director
of Operations J.S. Rimer advised the committee,
because of the high cost of a single street pro)
ect —the rebuild of Glendale Avenue.

The million-dollar project, which went about
$200,000 over budget while reconstructing
Glendale Street from Montana Street to Atlantic
Street, plus a block of Walnut Street. was completed
in the fall of 2012. The city owes a $188,000 pay-
ment in the coming year on the bond it took out
to finance the project under the administration of
Klakken's predecessor, Marty Malesich

"I think people in Dillon would not mind so much
paying the extra street taxes," former Dillon City
Councilperson Raymond Graham told the Street
& Alley Committee members.

"But you know the last time you doubled the
street maintenance tax you doubled it for a pet
project to do a few blocks downtown," said (;raham

"If you had doubled the tax and actually re
paired streets in Dillon that needed to he repaired.
it would he different," added Graham
"We should have taken that million dollars and

spread it over about 30 blocks doing repair "

-Well, Raymond," replied Rimer, "the thing is
the streets are in such bad condition. They were
never designed or installed correctly.

"So, on Glendale Street, it had to be a complete
reconstruction It had no drainage. It was a very,
very poor specimen of a street There was nothing
to work with," added Rimer, who also served as
city director of operations under Malesich during
the period when the Glendale Street project was
planned, approved and completed.
"And pretty much everybody in town uses that

street."
Turner said that the proposed increase in the

street maintenance tax would raise barely enough
to cover the upcoming Glendale Street project
payment and the $174,510 in projected city street
maintenance costs for repair and snow removal
in the coming year.

So even with the steep street maintenance tax
increase, the city would not he able to afford any
new street projects, Turner admitted.

"There are a few other options out there----there
is a local option through the county that we could
help push to have a local gas tax," said Rimer,
adding that a gas excise tax would get tourists

Continued to page 3
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