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Western to hold trick or
treat event Wed. night

The University of Montana Western
welcomes local children to its annual
Residence Life's Halloween Trick-or-
Treat event Wednesday, Oct. 29.

Kids kindergarten through fifth
grade are invited to make their way to
the UMW campus on Wednesday and
collect candy from the residence halls
on campus.

All kids will meet up in the Keltz
Arena at 6 p.m. From there, kids will
trick-or-treat through the decorated
hallways of the different residence
halls on campus. The children will be
led though hallways by current Mon-
tana Western students. The event will
last till 8 p.m.

Chamber's Halloween
event at UMW Friday

The Beaverhead County Chamber of
Commerce & Agriculture's Halloween
Party for kids (infants through 8th
grade), will be held Oct. 31, from 5 to
8 p.m. at the Keltz Arena.

The long-time traditional gathering
offers a safe environment for children
as they collect treats and play games.

UMW's veterans' center
hosts open house

The Veterans and Military Exchange
(VMX) on the University of Montana
campus will have an open house on
Monday, Nov. 10.

The event is open to all community
and campus members and will be from
4-5 p.m. The VMX is located in the Stu-
dent Union Building on campus. Light
refreshments will be served.

The VMX offers a wide array of
services to past and present service
members and their families. These
services include access to computers,
educational support and resources,
community involvement opportunities,
informational events, peer-to-peer sup-
port and reintegration assistance.
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Don't miss the United Way insert
in this issue of the Dillon Tribune

Officials say opening weekend elk hunting good
By J.P. Plutt

Dillon Tribune staff
According to Dillon area FW&P Game Warden

Kerry Wahl, the opening weekend of elk hunting
proved fruitful in southwest Montana, particularly
in areas where elk numbers were healthy.

"To be honest with you, there was a pretty strong
harvest in a lot of areas, specially up above Kidd in
the dry hills, and there seemed to be a strong harvest
in the Snowcrest Rane, especially out of the East Fork
Trailhead country," said Wahl on Thesday. "There was
a little less harvest in the Blacktail Mountains, but
plenty of hunters have been through that country."

Wahl felt that there were very few deer harvested
in comparison to elk numbers and was unsure if it
is a reflection of deer population or if hunters were
passing on deer to pursue elk. Wahl explained that
elk populations, particularly in the Gravelly Moun-

Last picture show
Sweetwater Coffee hosted

the works of Pansy Bradshaw

during Friday night's South-

west Montana Arts' Council Art

Walk. Sadly, Bradshaw died
the day before the Art Walk

The exhibit of Bradshaw's
work became a wake of sorts

as friends gathered to share
memories of the man and
artist.

At right, strollers view the
work of Cameron Freebury.
a BCHS student. who drew

a likeness of his grandfather.

Swede Richardson.

J P Run photos

tains where he says elk numbers are over and above
FWP objective population by at least 2,000 head. The
Gravelly Elk Management Unit is east of I-15 to the
Madison River and runs from the Ruby Mountains
to the Cenntenniel Mountains.

In terms of hunters breaking the rules, Wahl says
the tickets have been reasonable considering the
large number of hunters in the field.

"It segins every year we have issues of people
illegally killing spike elk and this year we've had
five or six," said Wahl. "We've had the occassional
off-road driver on public land and a few tresspass
issues on private land."

Wahl says there are currently no game check sta-
tions in the Dillon area. There are stations at Alder
and Divide that are manned on the weekends.
"We don't have any around Dillon, but I could

randomly set-up an impromptu game check anytime,"

warned Wahl.
According to a FWP press release, at the Cameron

check station in Madison County, numbers were up
against the 10-year average with hunters seeing an
11.4 percent success rate.

At the Silver City Check station - typically one
of the busiest - Area Biologist Jenny Sika reported
fewer hunters coming through, but noted, "Hunters
were seeing elk or fresh sign scattered throughout the
area, both high and low, and some were successful.
However, no large herds were reported in the imme-
diate area. That - coupled with weather - certainly
played a part in our numbers."

Hunters with or without game are required to stop
at game check stations. The information gathered at
check stations helps not only with hunting statistics,
but in determining future season setting, and in aug-
menting species population data.

Monitoring started on
Big Hole trout after
fungus kills off fish

After reports to Fish, Wildlife &
Parks (FWP) early last week of dead
brown trout in the Big Hole River
with a fungal infection, FWP crews
have been closely monitoring the area
affected.

On Oct. 15, fisheries crews floated
the Big Hole from Maiden Rock Fishing
Access Site (FAS) to Salmon Fly FAS (a
stretch just over nine miles in length).
They observed 67 dead brown trout and
20 live brown trout which were heavily
infected by the fungus.

A week later, crews floated a six
mile stretch from Salmon Fly FAS to
Brownes Bridge and noted 56 dead
brown trout and three other live
brown trout that were infected with
the fungus.

Crews then electrofished several ar-
eas to get an assessment of the health of
the local brown trout population. Of the
more than 200 spawning adult brown
trout collected, only two collected had
the fungal infection. The remaining
200-plus brown trout observed were
healthy.

All brown trout in Montana are sus-
ceptible to fungal infection this time of
year, especially considering their high
densities and the stresses of spawning
and competing for food. Population
numbers for brown trout are at a 45-
year record high in the area.

The fisheries team estimates that
less than five percent of the brown trout
population in this area of the Big Hole
has died due to spawning related stress
and high fish densities (the fungus is
not the cause of death). This equates
to around 35 dead brown trout per mile
on average.

In addition, 60 fish (brown trout,
rainbow trout and mountain whitefish)
have been sent to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service Health Lab in Boze-
man for further disease testing with re-
sults expected by the end of November.
FWP organized a float with volun-

teers on Thesday, Oct. 28, to remove
as many carcasses as possible between
Maiden Rock FAS and Brownes Bridge
FAS. This effort allowed FWP to get a
more accurate count of the dead fish,
as well as improve the ability to detect
if new mortalities are occurring. This
monitoring will help FWP determine if
the mortalities are continuing and to
determine the mortality trend.

Outside money dries up in Montana Senate race
(AP) - Campaign ads paid for by outside interest groups usu-

ally reach their peak the week before a U.S. Senate election, but
they've all but dried up in Montana's top race this year between
Republican Steve Daines and Democrat Amanda Curtis.

A Federal Election Commission
database of independent expenditures
shows that less than $900,000 in outside
money has been spent in the state's top
race in direct support or opposition
of candidates. Of that amount, only
$139,000 has been spent in the race
since Curtis became the Democratic
nominee in August.
By comparison, $26.5 million in

outside money was spent in the 2012 Senate race between U.S.
Sen. Jon Tester and U.S. Rep. Denny Rehberg, according to
the FE(' data. That much and more has been spent by outside
groups this year in the nation's top Senate races in Colorado,
Arkansas, Alaska, Iowa, Kentucky, Michigan. North Carolina
and Georgia

Montana State University political scientist David Parker

The race is not
competitive

said Montana's numbers show that national groups don't see
Curtis as a viable challenger to Daines.
"The race -- from the position of national donors and national

organizations - is not competitive," Parker said. "If this were
a competitive Senate race, we'd see a lot
more action."

Montana's election was once seen as a
top-tier national race that could help decide
which party controls the Senate. Daines was
considered to have the edge against then-
Democratic nominee John Walsh, who was
appointed to retired U S. Sen Max Baucus'
seat in February.

But Walsh dropped out in August after
reports that he plagiarized a research paper at the U.S Army
War College in 2007 became too much of a distraction. A special
Democratic nominating commission selected Curtis. a math
teacher and state legislator from Butte, as his replacement.

Curtis has had less than three months to build a campaign
and introduce herself to voters.

"It was always going to he hard for Democrats as soon as

Max Baucus retired. Putting a candidate in at the last minute
doesn't help," Parker said.

Groups that supported Tester's re-election with indepen-
dent spending in 2012 are notably absent this year, including
political party organizations such as the Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee.

Curtis spokesman Les Braswell said that lack of national
party support doesn't hurt Curtis, noting the Democratic Sena-
torial Campaign Committee was absent when Tester defeated
U.S. Sen. Conrad Burns in 2006.

"Traveling across the state, Amanda has received the kinds
of grassroots support that millions of dollars in outside spend-
ing can't buy. Amanda has not received third party support in
this race, and she agrees with the 75 percent of Montana voters
who know that money isn't speech." Braswell said.
The group that has remained most active in the Senate race

since Curtis was nominated has been the National Rifle Associa-
tion, which has spent more than $77,000 opposing her.

A pro-Curtis political-action committee called Workers'
Voice has spent $15,000 in the last week on online ads in sup-
port of Curtis.
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