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Kluesner pulls upset in sheriff's race
Beaverhead Animal Shelter levy passes

By J.P. Plutt
Dillon Tribune staff

The general election on the local
scene may or may not be over.

A contested race between incumbent
Beaverhead County Sheriff Jay Hansen,
a Republican, and challenger Frank
Kluesner, an independent, extended to
Monday and the count of the provisional
ballots. Following the count on Thesday,
Nov. 4, Kluesner held a 14-vote lead.
There were 53 provisional ballots that
by state law, could not be tallied until
after 3 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 10.

Beaverhead County Clerk and Re-
corder Debbie Scott, who also serves as
the county election administrator, set
the provisional ballot count for 4 p.m.
Veteran counting judges Juanita Miller,
Suzanna Ruby and Susan Rebish were
tasked with counting the provisional
ballots. In the end, Kluesner's lead
grew by four votes to 18, 1,967 to 1,985.

It was unclear Monday night wheth-
er that total fell within the parameters
of a recount possibility. One document
provided by Scott, Montana Code An-
notated 13-16-211 allows a recount if
a candidate is defeated "by a margin
exceeding 1/4 of 1% but not exceeding
1/2 of 1% of the total votes cast for all
candidates for the same position..." In
that scenario, the range would be a 10
to 19 vote difference and the candidate
would have to post a bond to cover all
recount costs.

Montana Code Annotated 13-16-201
states a recount must be conducted if
a candidate is defeated "by a margin
not exceeding 1/4 of 1% of the total
votes test or by a margin not exceed-
ing 10 votes, whichever is greater..."
That would be a 10 vote difference. In
both cases, the candidate has 5 days
following the official canvass to file a
petition with the election administrator
to trigger the recount procedure.

Hansen, reached by telephone on
Thesday, said he wanted to speak with
the election administrator on Wednes-
day before making a decision one
way or the other. Beaverhead County
Courthouse was closed on Tuesday for
Veteran's Day.

The mill levy request from the
Beaverhead Animal Shelter passed by
a large margin, 2,527 to 1,451.

In other contested races, incumbent
Beaverhead County Commissioner Toni
Rice, a Republican, defeated Indepen-
dent challenger Scott Brown, 2,796
to 1,125. and incumbent Republican
Representative Jeffrey Welborn beat
Democratic challenger Norma Duffy,
3,281 to 715.

The Beaverhead County Govern-
ment Review Commission will seat
Scott Marsh, Mitch Staley and Stacey
C. Reynolds, with James B. Carpita and
Greg Cooper eliminated.

The City of Dillon Goverment Re-
view Commission will seat Roberta
Jean Bergeson, Craig Cornell, Paul
Pilgrim, Richard Miller and Robert
M. Miller. Edith Feltcher, Brittany R.
Kailey, Lawrence Letih and Shannon
Maness were unsuccessful candidates.

Of the 4,073 ballots issued, 2,113
were case as absentee ballots, mean-
ing over half the electorate chose to
vote early and from home rather than
journey to the polls on election day.

The Beaverhead County turnout
came in at 62%, with 4,073 ballots cast
from a registered base of 6,564.

Provisional ballots occur at every
election according to Scott. In this in-
stance, there were 33 late registrants
on election day at the Beaverhead Clerk
and Recorder's office. Those ballot were
accepted and held as provisional so that
Scott and her staff could verify that
the voters did not vote in a different
county. The balance of the provisional
ballots came from the polling places,
where the voter may not have had
an identification, or had requested an
absentee ballot, but then changed their
mind and voted at the polls. The ballots
are held as provisional until verification
can be made on the identification or, in
the second scenario, that the voter did
not cast the absentee ballot.

On election night, the provisional
ballots were locked in a heavy bag, and
then locked in the clerk and recorder's
safe. The provisional ballots remained
under the security measures until
they were brought out for the count
on Monday.

Members of the public were allowed
to witness the provisional ballot count.
There were 12 observers in the room,
and another six to eight in the hallway

•
Citizen's duty

Dale Larson accepts his ballot from Deanna Wilson at the polls last Tuesday J P Plutt photo

immediately outside the room
MI results from the general election

remain unofficial until the state can-
vass scheduled to take place Nov. 25.

Beaverhead County General Election
results:

SHERIFF

Franklin Kluesner II (Independent )
1,985 - 50.23%
Jay T. Hansen (Republican)
1,967 - 49.784

COUNTY COMMISSIONER
DISTRICT 1

C. Thomas Rice (R) 2,796 - 71%
Scott Brown (I) 1,125 - 29%

Good company
U S Air Force veteran PJ Mahoney chats with his daughter at the community and veteran's breakfast at the National Guard Armory Tuesday morn-

ing The celebration of Veteran's Day drew a large. steady crowd that braved cold temperatures to gather to celebrate the national holiday. J P Plutt photo

STATE HOUSE DISTRICT 72
Jeffrey Welborn (R) 3,218- 8%
Norma Duffy (D) 715 - 18%

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY
GOVERNMENT REVIEW (*3)

'Scott Marsh 2,426 - 30.85%

Continued to page 3

Project approved,
others discussed

By M.P. Regan
Dillon Tribune staff

The Dillon City Council last Wednes-
day dedicated about an hour of discus-
sion to a pair of potential projects after
quickly and unanimously approving
another project that had already been
discussed and revised over many hours
and meetings during the past year.

The Council unanimously approved
a specific agreement for a project to
renovate the intersection of Montana
and Bannack Streets with period light-
ing. landscaping, benches, bulb-outs
and improved sidewalks.

The estimated $73,672 cost for the
work will he covered mostly by funds
from the Community Transportation
Enhancement Program (CTEP) through
the Montana Main Street group, which
held numerous local meetings over the
past year to discuss how best to apply
those funds.

Because CTEP has been discontin-
ued on the federal level, the work on
the project, along with work on an adja-
Cent CTEP- funded project on Railroad
Street and East Bannack Streets, needs
to wrap up by September.

The project will also place an "En-
tering Historic Dillon" sign southeast
of Atlantic Street between Southside
Boulevard and Barrett Street

During the report of Parks & Ceme-
tery Committee Chair Swede 1Yoedsson
and many of those in attendance at the
packed meeting engaged in discussion
on a pair of potential projects that had
been discussed for about an hour at last
month's Parks & Cemetery Committee
meeting.

Suggestions by representatives of
the Beaverhead Development Corpora-
tion (BDC) to look into establishing a

Continued to page 3
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