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Better safe than sorry
Drivers should replace old car batteries before the arrival of winter weather

Cold temps drain batteries
Few things can be more

frustrating than jumping into
the driver's seat on a frosty
morning, turning the key in
the ignition and failing to hear
the engine roar to life. Frigid
weather can cause trouble with
a car's battery.

Cold temperatures wreak
havoc on batteries because they
slow the chemical reaction inside
of the battery. Batteries work
by combining lead plates with
lead dioxide and sulfuric acid to
create electrons. While batteries
can function under myriad con-
citions, the cold weather tends
to degrade high-quality batteries
and may render subpar batteries
useless. The cold weather can
cause the fluid in the battery to
freeze and lose function. A bat-
tery that is frozen will not hold a
charge, and, as a result, the car
won't start.

There are various ways to
protect a battery from failure
in the cold, and some of them
involve taking precautionary
measures even before the arrival
of cold weather.

• Assess the age of your bat-
tery. If your battery is old, now
may be the time to replace it.
Batteries differ in how long they
last, but many last anywhere
from five to 10 years. If your
car is still running on its original
battery and your card is several
years old, it may be a good idea
to get a new battery before the

arrival of winter. Battery size
will not necessarily provide bet-

ter starting. It's important to buy

the correct battery for the make

of your car, which can usually
be found inside of the owner's

manual.
• Verify that there is no cor-

rosion. Corrosion can prevent a

car from starting just as much

as a worn-out battery. Corrosion

is caused by a faulty connection

that allows battery acid to escape

and corrode surrounding areas.
Regularly inspect the battery to
keep abreast of issues that may

cause corrosion. Carefully clean

away any corrosive residue that
has formed and make sure the
battery is correctly seated.

• Install a battery blanket. A
battery blanket is used to wrap

around the battery and fit inside
of the battery cover. A cord with
a plug runs from the blanket to
a wall outlet. The blanket can
produce enough heat to keep
the battery fluid from freezing.
A trickle charger can also be
mounted on the battery. It will
deliver enough power to the bat-
tery while the car is off to keep
it from freezing.

• Minimize the use of automo-
tive accessories. Do not start the
car with the heater and the radio
on. They can use up the power
coming from the car's alternator
and prevent the battery from
charging. Do not leave the heat
and the radio on while the car
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tireMITheir vehicles until they
have a flat. But the type of tires
on your vehicle can impact its
performance. When choosing
tires for their vehicles, drivers
should consider a host of factors,
including the terrain and driving
conditions vehicles are likely to
encounter.

Understanding tires and what
makes some a better fit than oth-
ers for certain vehicles can make
for safe driving and improved
handling.

All-season tires
The most common type of

tire and arguably the best known
is the standard all-season tire.
Many vehicles come equipped
with these tires, which are de-
signed to be versatile enough to
grip the road in various condi-
tions. They are commonly made
of a harder rubber that will not
wear out quickly and will retain
their tread. Most day-to-day
driving can be done on all-season
tires.

High-performance tires
People who live in dry cli-

mates or drive sports and racing
cars can benefit from high-per-
formance tires. These tires are
specifically designed to grip the
road better and offer superior
handling under higher speeds.
Because high-performance tires
are made of a softer rubber
compared to standard tires, they
will not last as long as all-season
tires.

Snow tires
People who live in snowy, icy

conditions will benefit from the
use of snow tires. These tires are
designed with special treads to

offer more traction in slippery
conditions. The rubber used to
manufacture the tire can re-
main flexible even at extremely
low temperatures. Winter tires
are best reserved for extreme
weather and not used all season
long because they will wear out
more quickly than others. They
may not have the same level of
traction on clear roads. In some
cases, winter tires may have
metal studs included to enhance
traction in icy situations. People
who do not want to switch tires
when cold weather arrives some-
times invest in snow chains that
improve traction on standard
tires.

Mud Tires
Muddy areas can be just as

slippery as snowy conditions.
Mud tires are designed similarly
to snow tires but will have extra

is idling. Otherwise the car will
not be putting out enough power
for the alternator to charge the
battery and power the electrical
systems.
• Disconnect the battery. If

your car will be stored in a ga-
rage for the winter, disconnect
the battery.

Stay safe on wintry roads
Many people will remember

the winter of 2013-14 for all
the wrong reasons. Record low
temperatures and heavy snow-
fall were the story last winter.
With winter now on the horizon
once again, many motorists are
looking for ways to ensure their
daily commutes or holiday trips
to visit family and friends are as
safe as possible.

When wintry conditions, in-
cluding snowfall, compromise
driving conditions, it's best for
motorists to stay home. But
avoiding roadways altogether is
not always an option, so motor-
ists who simply must venture out
onto the roadways this winter
can employ the following strate-
gies to ensure they safely arrive
at their destinations.
• Consider winter tires. Many

drivers are unsure if they need
winter tires. All-season tires may
suffice for those drivers who live
in regions where heavy snowfall
is uncommon. But winter tires
are designed to perform when
the temperatures are especially
cold and in driving conditions
featuring ice, slush and snow.
Drivers who live in regions
where snowfall is significant or

Topics to discuss before
hiring your mechanic
Few decisions weigh as

heavily on automobile owners
as their choice of mechanic. A
good mechanic goes a long way
toward ensuring drivers and
their passengers stay safe on
the road and that those drivers'
vehicles perform at their peak
for years to come.

Rest assured you don't need
to be a car guy or gal to find a
trustworthy and talented me-
chanic. You might just need to
open a dialogue with a prospec-
tive mechanic.

Certification
The National Institute for

Automotive Service Excellence
was founded in 1972 and con-
tinues to work to improve the
quality of automotive service
and repair by testing automo-
tive technicians and certifying
those who live up to or exceed
ASE standards. An ASE-certified

difference
grooves and a tread pattern that
facilitates movement of mud
away from the tires and road.
Mud tires may be wider than
standard tires as well.

Truck Tires
Drivers of trucks or sport-

utility vehicles often need spe-
cial truck tires. These tires can
better handle the weight and
size of a larger vehicle. Many
drivers stick with the type of tire
that originally came with their
truck. Drivers who like to go off-
roading may need an all-terrain
tire to offer more traction when
climbing hills or traversing dif-
ferent conditions.

It can be easy to overlook the
importance of tires, but tires
help vehicles remain on the road
and can affect mileage, maneu-
verability and safety.
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technician should have his or

her credentials readily available
to prospective customers, and
these credentials list each pro-
fessional's area of certification.

Pricing policies
Many mechanics offer free

estimates, but that should not
be taken for granted. When

bringing a car in for an estimate,
drivers should confirm with the
mechanic who will conduct the
examination if the estimate is
free or if they will be charged
an inspection fee.

In addition to any fees re-
garding estimates, drivers
should also inquire about labor

costs and the payment policies
at the facility.

Parts
Consumer advocacy groups

have exposed many mechanics
who pass off used auto parts as

new parts, charging their cus-
tomers new part prices along
the way. If the garage only uses
new parts, ask for parts with
solid warranties, so if the part
must be replaced, you won't
have to pay for it again.

Documentation
When interviewing prospec-

tive mechanics, ask if they
are willing to provide detailed
documentation of any work they

do on your vehicle. Such docu-
mentation can then be shared
with prospective buyers when

you want to sell the car, and it
also serves as a way to keep the
garage accountable for all the
work they have done on the car
throughout your relationship

even expected to be significant
may want to install winter tires
just to be on the safe side. Some
drivers mistakenly believe that
vehicle features such as anti-lock
braking systems and traction
control make their tires more
capable of handling wintry
roads. But such features do not
provide more traction. ABS and
traction control only prevent
drivers from over-braking or
overpowering the traction of
their tires. Only better tires will
improve traction.
• Drive slowly. Many drivers

mistakenly believe they only
need to drive slow when snow is
falling. But winter weather can
make roadways unsafe even in
areas that have not witnessed
a single snowflake fall from the
sky. Wet winter roads can quick-
ly turn into icy winter roads,
and no ABS system or traction
control device can prevent a
car that's traveling too fast from
skidding out. Poor visibility is
another reason to drive slowly
in winter. Peripheral vision is
often compromised when driv-
ing in winter, as dirt, salt or sand
buildup on windshields and side
windows and mirrors can make
it hard for motorists to fully view
their surroundings. Even if your
vision is not compromised, a fel-
low motorist's might be.

• Don't drive too closely to

other motorists. In addition to

driving slowly, motorists also

should leave extra room between

their vehicles and the vehicles in

front of them. In such conditions,

for every 10 miles per hour drive

a minimum of four car lengths

behind the motorist in front of

you. So if you are driving 50

miles per hour, be sure to leave

20 car lengths between you and

the car ahead of you. This gives

you ample time to react and

builds in some extra response

time should your visibility be

compromised.
• Maintain your vehicle. A

vehicle should be maintained

regardless of the season, but it's

especially important that your

vehicle perform at its peak in
winter. A vehicle's battery and

windshield wipers are a winter

driver's best friend, but only if

they are operating at optimal
capacity. Being stranded on a
roadside in winter is more dan-
gerous than in any other time
of year. That's because driver

visibility is more compromised

in winter, and it can be hard for
motorists to see or avoid vehicles
on the side of the road. Maintain
proper fluid levels and make sure
your battery is charged and the
gas tank is full before making
any winter trips.
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Check out
our Huge Supply of

Auto Care Products and
Home Winterization
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*Battery Chargers •llrailer Hitches
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• Coolant Hush

• Tire Rotation

• Oil Changes & Lube

• Transmission and
Differential Service

• FREE 27 Point
Inspections
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