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Perfect Paw grooms local canines at Montana St. location
By M.P. Regan

Dillon Tribune staff
Locals looking to perk up

their pooches for an upcoming
social event or after a long, hard
weekend of running through the
mud have a new pet grooming
option.

Perfect Paw Spa, 947 N.
Montana in Dillon, offers a hu-
man salon-worth of services to
canines, including nail care, hair
cutting, brushing and drying.

The business is largely a
result of affection connections
between Perfect Paw proprietor
Brittany Taborsky and her fam-
ily members, as well as all with
members of the canine family.

"I've had dogs my whole
life," said Taborsky, who said
her dad took care of bathing
her dogs in childhood and mom
came up with the idea of opening
a pet grooming service in Dillon.

"I interned at a dog groom-
ing business in Helena," re-
vealed Taborsky, saying that
other family bonds led her to
the training necessary for the
new enterprise
"My uncle's girlfriend is good

friends with the owner, who
allowed me to go train there,"
added Taborsky, who has lived
in Dillon since she was 15.

Taborsky has found that one
of the main perks of running
Perfect Paw since opening the
spa in late summer has been
getting to know her customers.
"Dogs are friendly and cute,

with lots of personalities. Every
breed and every dog is differ-
ent. It's awesome to have a job
where you get to know so many
of them and their characters,"
said Taborsky, who services all
sizes and breeds of dogs.

"Golden retrievers, they're
more easygoing and will let
you do what you need to do
when grooming them. But a lot
of breeds are more hyper, so I
have a special table with differ-
ent hooks for a leash that goes
around the dogs' bellies to keep
them in place and safe while I
groom them," continued Tabor-
sky, who also employs more
subtle restraining techniques.

"I talk to them, and actually
sometimes sing to them. That
calms them down," said Tabor-
sky, whose inner jukebox is
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loaded with 1980-90s-era coun-
try music, including tunes by

George Strait and Garth Brooks.
Taborsky can help her canine

customers more fully appreci-
ate her crooning efforts and
sounds in general through ear
cleanings.

"I flush out the wax in dogs'
ears while bathing them," said
'Paborsky, of Perfect Paw's basic
canine ear cleaning procedure,
which is performed in a large
tub a small human could com-
fortably bathe in. "It makes dogs
feel better by helping with their
hearing and their comfort.
"Some dogs scratch at their

ears because the dirt and hair in
there are bothering them. Some
dogs have to have hair pulled
out of their ears, where it can
form a blockage and can cause
infections. I can do that, too."

Even if you decide to forego
the ear cleaning, Taborsky said
Perfect Paw's other grooming
services will boost your hound's
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health, hygiene and happiness.
"Basic grooming and hair

cutting can prevent matting for
long-haired dogs and clean their
skin, so dandruff doesn't build
up and make their skin itch.
And it just makes any dog feel
a lot better in general," added
Taborsky, who says many of her
return customers starting wag-
ging their tails as soon as they
come through her sliding front
door that's specially equipped
to help them feel more at ease.

Local dog owner Adele Han-
sen recommends that everyone
thinking about getting their
canines groomed should head
through Taborsky's front door
to check out Perfect Paw.

"It can be scary trusting your
animal to someone. I suggest
you drop in and check out the
facility and meet Brittany. My
fear was alleviated as soon as I
walked in the door. It's that kind
of place and she's that kind of
person," said Hansen, who had

Great Harvest Bake Day for
YMCA set for Nov. 19-21

Dillon's Great Harvest Bread
Bakery will open its doors again
from Nov 19-21 so be ready to
stock up for your Thanksgiving
celebration. All sales from the
three-day event will go toward
funding Southwestern Family
YMCA and the area YMCA for
its after-school programs and
camps.

"This is a wonderful way
of making your Thanksgiving
meal special with our rolls and
specialty breads made for the
holiday," says Janet Tatarka,
Great Harvest's director of
bakery logistics and training.
"At the same time by visiting our
Great Harvest here in Dillon,
you can support the programs
the Southwestern Family YMCA
provides for families in neea in
our community. This is a great
cause and a great way for you
to enhance your own celebration
while supporting others in need
around you."

These are also the only days
where any local non-profit char-
ity organization can submit an
application to he the beneficiary
of one of the Dillon (;reat Har-
vest Bakery's 2015 Bake Days

Great Harvest's fundraiser
events donate 100 percent of
the proceeds to various chari-
ties throughout the year. This
time, funds will help to support

swimming lessons, the swim
team, after-school and sum-
mer childcare, sports leagues,
and other programs that may
not be self-sustaining, but are
important to the YMCA's mis-
sion. The YMCA's youth activi-
ties incorporate core values of
caring, honesty, respect and
responsibility.

"Through collaborations like
this, we can reach more people
and have a powerful positive
impact in our community," says
Todd Rouse, CEO of the South-
western Family YMCA. "We are
very thankful to Great Harvest
for their efforts in helping us
raise funds for the betterment
of Dillon and the surrounding
area."

On sale will be a variety of
delicious breads, sandwiches,
and treats.

Made-to-order sandwiches
will he available from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. The sandwich special
is the California Cobb

The Dillon bakery serves as a
model for Great Harvest stores
nationwide, and new owners
come to Dillon to understand
the intricacies of what it takes
to own and operate a successful
store. Fundraiser events are
held in conjunction with these
new-owner visits to provide
them with a real-world retail
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experience before returning to
their own community to open
a store.

Nonprofit organizations in-
terested in applying for one of
the four Bake Day events in 2015
can pick up an application from
the bakery Nov. 19-21 during the
event or stop by the main Dillon
Great Harvest headquarters
starting on Nov. 17. Applications
must be returned by Dec. 15 for
consideration.

The bakery, located at 25 E.
Glendale St. next to the Dilmart,
will be open Nov. 19-21 from 7
a.m. to 2 p.m.

her five-year-old Scottish ter-
rier, Emma, recently groomed
at Perfect Paw.
"Her business is immaculate

and well organized. Brittany
is very professional and has
the sweetest personality on
the planet. She's very cheerful
and seems to enjoy her work,"
added Hansen, who said Emma
enjoyed spending time with
Taborsky as well.

"I've had Scottish terriers
since 1988, and I've never seen
one groomed so meticulously.
Emma was extremely happy
and looked so good when she

came out, I hardly recognized
her," said Hansen, who is taking
her other two Scottish terriers,
Duke and Jewel, into Perfect
Paw for grooming this week.

"Brittany is a perfectionist.
She has you fill out a card as
soon as you go in, asking the
length of cut you want for your
dog. She will cut it the way you
want it done, and has clearly
studied all the best cuts for all
the breeds," continued Hansen,
the receptionist at the Veteri-
nary Hospital of Dillon.

"People are constantly asking
me at work for suggestions on
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where to take their dogs to be
groomed. I send them to Brit-
tany in a heartbeat. I've had
several people come into the
hospital here with their dogs
who had just gotten groomed
by Brittany and they've been
thrilled with her work. We feel
like we are really fortunate to
have her here in Dillon."

Perfect Paw Spa, 947 N. Mon-
tana, is open Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
For more information, call 406-
660-1288 or 406-988-0688.
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2014 Town Pump
Adopt-A-Family Program
Town Pump is inviting Adopt-A-Family Programs

throughout Montana to apply

Two Hundred $500 Grants are Available to
Qualified Non-Profit Organizations

Please send a brief letter describing
your organization, contact information,

phone number and proof of your
group's non-profit status to:
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Town Pump Adopt-A-Family Program
P.O. Box 6000 • Butte, Montana 59702
DEADLINE: NOV. 30, 2014 FOR CHRISTMAS 2014
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