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Beavers win title game rematch with CFalls
By J.P. Plutt

Dillon Tribune staff
The Dillon Beavers won the latest in the battle of the top two

Class "A" hoop teams, topping the Columbia Falls Wildcats, 64-57,
at the Southwestern A versus Northwestern A Tipoff Tournament
held at the University of Montana in Missoula this past weekend.
The rivals have met in four of the past six Class A state title games,
splitting the series, with CFalls winning last year's championship
over Dillon.

The Beavers entered the contest off of an extended football
season culminating in a state title victory. Columbia Falls' grid
season ended after a first round loss, giving the 'Cats an extra three
weeks to get into basketball shape. Cary Finberg's squad used that
time to their advantage and posted two quality wins entering the
Tipoff, over Southwestern A power Corvallis and AA Flathead.

"They have players who played in last year's state championship
game, some real nice players," said Dillon coach Terry Thomas.
"We went ahead with our full-court game plan, both offensive and
defensive. We rotated 10 guys in and all 12 of our players played."

Dillon's uptempo style worked. Defensively, the team executed
various schemes from man-to-man, to full-court one, to a 1-3-1 zone.
"As each unit went in and each player went in, they did an excel-

Lady Beavs
split at UM

The Dillon girls basketball team
opened its season by losing one and
then winning one last weekend at the
Tip-Off Tournament in Missoula.

But the won they won, they won big,
62-39, over Ronan.

Dillon more than doubled up Ronan
while racing to a 37-18 halftime advan-
tage on Saturday at the University of
Montana.

Cierra Lamey and Audrey Schurg
combined for 20 of the Beavs' first-
half points.

Lamey finished the game with 20
points, while Schurg contributed 10..

Lamey and Schurg are senior cap-
tains for Head Coach Gabe Walker's
team this season, along with Brandi
Lovaas, Holly Andersen and Jordan
Peterson.

Junior Alex Rouse added 14 points
for Dillon.

Aspen Jore led Ronan, with 13
points.

The Lady Beavers lost a tight one,
45-38, to Columbia Falls the previous
day.

The Dillon girls played again last
night, at home against Belgrade in a
game that tipped off after the Dillon
Tribune went to press. Check next
week's paper and/or www.dillontribune.
corn today for a report on the Belgrade
game.

The Lady Beavs next play Saturday
afternoon, when they visit Helena
High.

Dillon 62, Ronan 39
Dillon Scoring Cierra Lames 20. Alex Rouse

14. Audrey Schurg 10. Rachael Nye 7. Nicole

Thompson 4. Jordan Peterson 2. Holly Anderson

2, Brynley Fitzgerald 2. Kathleen I atarka I

lent job of executing," said Thomas. "We led by as many as 17 in
the third quarter and they got it down to 4 or 5 late, and then we
were able to hold on and get the win."
"By making it into a full-court game, we were able to use our

quickness to our advantage and that is what we're going to have
to do all year," explained Thomas. "It is interesting with this
particular run of kids, that there is good length in the conference
and in the state."

The Dillon coach pointed to Columbia Falls who started two play-
ers at 6-7, and Saturday's home game against Helena High, a team
that three players 6-6 or taller. At the Tipoff, fans were treated
to the play of quality teams like Corvallis with three starters 6-4
or taller, and Frenchtown with a 6-8 post and a few 6-5 players to
add depth around the basket.

Against Columbia Falls, Dillon's pressure defense created some
easy scoring opportunities, but overall, the unselfish play of the
Beavers proved key to victory according to the Dillon coach.

"Offensively, we did just a tremendous job of moving the
basketball, protecting the basketball good shot selection, and I
think because of that we shot a nice percentage," said the Dillon
coach, who added that from the free throw line, Dillon converted
14-of-16 attempts.

Saturday's game against Class B Ronan allowed the Beavers to
focus on the basic skills of the game.
"We started off aggressive and we pressed for about a minute

and a half and the score was 7-0," said Thomas. "We took the press
off and went with half-court zone and man."

Dillon led 17-4 after the first quarter and 34-19 at the break.
Dillon posted a 71-30 win at the final buzzer.
"Our kids just did a great job with fundamentals," said Thomas.

"It was a great job of execution - being unselfish, advancing the
ball quickly, and attacking the basket. They parlayed that into a
40-point win."

The Beavers will face AA Helena High Saturday at 4 p.m. at
B.W. Lodge Gym.

DILLON 64, COLUMBIA FALLS 57
Dillon scoring - Tyler Jory 12. Trae Williams 6, ID Ferns 10. Parker Love 5. Nate

Simkins 5. Justin Ferns 13. Payton Lafrentz 0 troy Andersen 3. Nick Huber 0, Tanner
Havertield 0, Jason Ferris 2, Travis Ackerson K.

DILLON 71, RONAN 30
Dillon scoring - Tyler Jory 7, Trae Williams 12, J.D. Ferns 7. parker Love 6. Nate

Simkins 6, Justin Ferris K. payton Lafrentz I. Troy Andersen 0, Nick Huber 2. Tanner

Haverfield 9. Jason Ferris II.Travis Ackerson 2
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action Thursday night at B.W. Lodge Gym. Tezak worked the combination for a pin in 4:32 of the match J P Plot/ photo

Western gals Dillon wrestlers take on the best
win, lose

By M.P. Regan
Dillon Tribune staff

The University of Montana West-
ern women's basketball team's last
two games both got played at home in
Straugh Gymnasium.

Beyond that, the two contests of-
fered little in the way of significant
similarities.

The Lady Bulldogs ran past North-
west Indian College last Thesday to a
78-43 victory that was all but clinched
midway through the second half.

"I thought our game against North-
west Indian College on Thesday was
pretty similar to our first one against
them, though I think we were better
defensively the second night" said
Montana Western Head Coach Lindsay'
Woolley, whose team topped NWIC, 87
56, on Monday.

"So I was pretty happy with our
performance."

But five days later. Western got
bogged down and fell behind Milligan
College, and then came back late, only
to lose, 60-57, on a last-second trey.

The only thing hanging in the bal-
ance by the last second of Thesday's
game against NWIC were the final
details on the stet sheet.

The Lady Dawgs sped out to a
16-point halftime lead against NWIC on
their way to a 35-point win that roughly
mirrored the Western women's .31-point
rout of the spirited, but overmatched
Lady Eagles the previous evening.

Sarah Iligheagle scored 14 points
for the Dawgs, while Kaye Bignell and
Kaci Mathies each added 10 points and
8 rebounds.

Western leveraged its superior
depth to discourage any notion of a

Continued to page 12

By J.P. Plutt
Dillon Tribune staff

The Dillon Beaver wrestling team stumbled into the "bad
draw" portion of their schedule last week, facing two of the
top team's in Class A at home Thursday night at the Dillon
Mixer, and then falling into a Mining City Duals line-up at
Butte that included three matches versus AA competition -
Missoula Sentinel, Billings Skyview, and Butte High.

Illustrating the bad draw luck, Dillon sophomore

138-pounder grappled with an opponent hoping to win his

third straight state "A" title, and a second opponent hoping to
win his fourth straight state "A" title during the Dillon Mixer.
"We had some real tough competition this week," said

Dillon head wrestling coach T.J. Nelson. "It started off with
Sidney and Columbia Falls coming into our gym. They are
not only two of the toughest teams in Class A, but they are
two of the toughest teams in the state."

Team scores are not kept at a mixer, but Nelson said the
Beavers would have lost to both of the powerhouse teams.

At Butte, the Beavers came up short on the team score

end of the matches with the three AA schools and registered

a victory over Conrad, a Class B entrant.
The Beavers are somewhat shorthanded with defending

state champion Colton Starkel still out with broken ribs
sustained in the championship football run and Eli Christian-
sen out after suffering a concussion in the state title game.
Starkel figures to wrestle at 120 pounds and Christiansen

at 182 when they return to action.
"When the football season goes long into the state cham-

pionship game, it always takes a week or two longer to get

things going, and we're still young," said Nelson. "We've got

a lot of freshmen and sophomores in the line-up, so every

weekend I think we'll be getting better."
At Butte, freshman Brett Tezak showed remarkable

improvement, posting an undefeated record at I32-pounds.

The Beavers will compete at the ('MR Holiday Classic

in Great Falls this weekend in their final action before the

Christmas break. The format is individual advancement.

Dawgs clean-up series with Eagles
By M.P. Regan

Dillon Tribune staff
The Montana Western men's basketball team eclipsed the

century mark for the first time in over a year while eclips-
ing undermanned Northwest Indian College for the second
time in just over a day with a 108-73 win over the Eagles

on Thesday night in Straugh Gymnasium
The Bulldogs (4-3), who bettered NWIC by 16 points the

previous night, started Thesday's game with an 11-0 run

and just kept running, building their lead to as many as 38

points in the end-to-end contest
"I thought this last week was the first time we really

started to play more like a team on both ends," said Western
Head Coach Steve Keller, whose players consistently made

the extra pass Thesday on their way to shooting almost 60

percent from the floor in converting 46 of its 78 field goal

attempts against the Eagles.
"You could really see it in that second game against

Northwest Indian College, when we had 31 assists"

Newcomer Dexter Williams Jr. recorded 7 of those as-

sists, while also grabbing 7 rebounds and shooting 6 of 9

from the field for 12 points on Thesday.
Jordan Overstreet led Western's sharpshooting attack,

with 19 points on 7 of 8 field-goal shooting (3 of 4 on three

pointers)
Shyke Smalls also had a good outing, penetrating the

Eagles' defense at will to get to the rim to score 13 points and
drop off 4 assists while committing just a single turnover.

Western dominated the game in every aspect, particu-

larly on the glass, with Ryan Sullivan coming off the bench

to collect 8 rebounds to lead the host's 50-20 rebounding

advantage.
Forward Tanner Ilupka hit 5 of 5 from the floor for 10

points, While his fellow reserve Joey Marzion also enjoyed

a perfect shooting night, making .3 of 3 field goals attempts

(one a trey) to score 7 points
For the second straight night, every one of Western's

12 players who dressed for the game scored at least one

field goal.
"1 feel like this team has a lot of depth this season," said

Keller, who will soon bolster his active roster with trans-

fer Tim Lott and Connor Woodill, a key contributor to last

season's Dawgs team who's been sidelined for over a month

with a severe ankle sprain.
"Both of those guys are about 6-4 and athletic, so we'll

be that much deeper with them available."

Continued to page 12

Magic City magic

UMW Dawgs
stun MSU B

By M.P. Regan
Dillon Tribune staff

The Montana Western men's basket-
ball team showed it had fire and ice in
its veins in an impressive 72-62 road
win over MSU Billings on Friday.

The inspired Bulldogs (5-3) out-
hustled and outshot their hosts to
build their lead to double digits in the
second half.
"We played extremely well on

Friday," said Montana Western Head
Coach Steve Keller after the game in
which his Dawgs notched their third
win in the last three years at The Hive
against the Division II Yellowjackets.

"I thought Western was really hot,"
MSUB Head Coach Jamie Stevens said
in his postgame interview with the
Yellowjacket Network's play-by-play
announcer Jeff Rosenberry, who late in
the game admitted that the Dawgs had
played with more intensity throughout
the game than the Yellowjackets had
mustered.

Western also showed its cool on Fri-
day, hitting good looks and clutch free
throws while using disciplined clock
management and shot selection down
the stretch to ice its third straight win
this season.
"We haven't been ahead often

enough this season in tight games to
get a chance to do that," laughed Keller,
whose NAIA team has gone up against
NCAA Division I or II teams in most of
its games this season.

"But I thought our guys handled it
really well."

And for the third straight game. the
Dawgs shot better than 55 percent from
the field (25 of 42).

"We're just executing our offense
better. We started earlier in the season
really pushing it on the break, which
forced us to take quick shots. We still
want to break a lot. But we really ex-
ecuted in the half-court in crunch time
against MSU Billings."

The Bulldogs were led by senior
captain Jordan Overstreet, who scored
20 points while shooting 5 of ti from the
floor (including 3 of 5 from beyond the
arc) and 7 of 8 at the foul line.

"He's the key. When Jordan shoots
well, we usually have a good chance
of winning," commented Keller. of his
senior captain.
Dawgs guard Stephen McCall

continued his emergence as another
key player for Western by seconding
Overstreet on Friday with 17 points on
7 of 13 shooting, and leading the team's
passing attack with 5 assists. Despite
being just 5 feet 8 inches tall. McCall
also grabbed 5 rebounds, the second
most on the team behind 6-foot-4-inch
forward Dexter Williams Jr., who gath-
ered 8 boards.

"Stephen McCall had a really good
game Friday night." said Keller. "lie
did a good job on the point. I thought
it was his hest game for us."

McCall went off for 8 points in a 1:43
stretch late in the first half Friday to
pull Western out of what had been a
tight, hack-and-forth contest and into
the lead for good.

The Dawgs consistently harassed
their hosts into shooting just .11 percent
from the field for the rest of the game.
"We did a good job defensively

against MSU Billings. They have a
post guy who is really good and we
collapsed on him and made him work
for everything he got," said Keller, a
defensive-minded, two-time Frontier
Conference Coach of the Year award
winner.
"We started in zone against MS1

but they hit seven threes in the first
half So, after that, we went to man
defense. They kept shooting threes in
the second half, but weren't making

Continued to page 12
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