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Congress approves Montana lands, resource bill
(AP) - The U S. Senate ap-

proved an expansive defense
bill Friday with a provision that
adds new wilderness lands in
Montana for the first time in 31
years, and blocks mining and
drilling near Glacier National
Park.

The measure passed 89-11
and now goes to the president
for his signature.

The wildernes:s provision -

known as the Rocky Mountain
Front Heritage Act - had been
around for years and was in-
troduced by Sen. John Walsh's
predecessor, Sen. Max Baucus.
It adds about 105 square miles
to the Bob Marshall Wilderness
Complex in northwest Montana.

Another 325 square miles
along the Rocky Mountain Front
were put into a conservation
management area. Existing

roads would remain and graz-
ing could continue, but the
designation would limit further
development.

Also in the bill was a complex
coal swap involving the North-
ern Cheyenne Indian Tribe.

It restores 5,000 acres of
coal reserves that were wrongly
stripped from the tribe more
than a century ago. Conserva-
tionists had objected to a Texas

Daines' East Bench Irrigation District Act in legislation
Rep Steve Dames. R-Mont., applauded the

Senate passage of legislation Dec. 12 contain-
ing a number ,of bipartisan provisions that
represent Monta na defense, land and resources
priorities.

The NationaA Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA), which :includes eight Montana-based
lands and resources bills announced last week
by Daines and Senator Jon Tester and Sena-
tor John Walsh, passed the Senate today with
strong bipartisan support.

After passing the House by a vote of 300 to
119, last week's Senate approval clears the way
for the President: to sign the NDAA into law.

"The Senate passage of the National Defense
Authorization Act is good news for Montana. It
secures our state's role in maintaining a strong
national defense, protects some of our greatest
treasures, promotes responsible development
of Montana's energy resources and expands
access to our public lands for generations to
come," Daines said in a press release.

"Strong bipartisan majorities in both the
House and Senate passed this legislation, a

reflection of how it addresses concerns of Mon-
tanans from all corners of our state. President
Obama should quickly sign it into law."

Through Daines' efforts, the NDAA con-
tinues key language to maintain the nation's
intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) silos
in warm status, affirm the importance of all
three components of the nuclear triad and call
for continued support for the service members
involved in executing the nuclear mission, the
release stated.

The NDAA contains four bills that were
introduced by Daines: Bureau of Reclamation
Conduit Hydropower Development Equity and
Jobs Act, East Bench Irrigation District Act,
Northern Cheyenne Lands Act and North Fork
Watershed Protection Act.

Other initiatives he's championed in the
House to protect grazing rights and improve
oil and gas permitting on Bureau of Land Man-
agement (BLM) lands were also included in the
NDAA: BLM Permit Processing Improvement
Act, Grazing Improvement Act and Cabin Fee
Act.

Light upon the streets
The annual Parado. of Lights cruised through downtown Dillon Friday night. One of the two

participating floats is shown above. P Plutt photo

MDOT proposes Twin Bridges road project
The Montana Department of

Transportation (MDT') would
like to notify the public and seek
comments on a proposal to seal
4nd cover about 1.2 miles of
Montana 287 and Montana 41,
fn Twin Bridges, MT., Madison,
County. The project begins at
the pavement break 1600 feet
Routh of 1st Avenue in Twin
Bridges, at reference post 42.2
and extends north for 1.2 miles
ending at the pavement break
1800 feet north of 9th Avenue
in Twin Bridges, at reference
post 43.4.

Proposed work includes lo-
calized roadway digouts, resur-
facing with a seal & cover (chip
seal) application, and upgrading
pavement marking and signage.
The purpose of the project is
to extend the service life of
the highway and take a cost-
effective action to preserve and
maintain the existing highway.

The project is tentatively
scheduled for construction in
2015. depending on completion
of all project development activ-
ities and availability of funding.

No new Right-of-Way or util-

ity relocations will be needed.
For more information, please

contact Butte District Admin-
istrator Jeff Ebert at (406)
494-9625 or Project Design
Engineer Jennifer Nelson at
(406) 4446227. For the hearing
impaired, the TTY number is
(406) 4447696 or 1-800-335-7592,
or call the Montana Relay at
711. Members of the public may
submit written comments to the
Montana Department of Trans-
portation Butte office at PO Box
3068, Butte MT 59702-3068, or
online at www.mdt.mt.gov/mdt

Logging project resumes in West Big Hole
Wintel togging activities

have resumed along two prima-
access roads used by winter

recreationists in the west Big
Hole. The Skinner Meadows
'load, Forest Road # 381, will
have extensive logging opera-
tions activity beginning Dec. 15,
and continuing through March
of 2015. At the peak of log haul-
ing, visitors could encou nter as
many as 15 to 20 trucks per day
moving logs from the forest onto
Highway 278 just south of the
town of Jackson, MT. Highway
traffic will also increase, in
directions both north and south

along the Highway 278 route.
Another area experiencing

increased logging traffic is For-
est Road # 624, from Highway 43
west of Wisdom, up Ruby Creek
to Isaac Meadows. Forest visi-
tors, especially snowmobilers
planning to use these access
points, are encouraged to use
extra caution and watch for
equipment and logging trucks.
Hauling is not allowed during
weekends or holidays, but ac-
tivity may continue within the
sale areas, and could mean short
traffic delays. Forest visitors
can get updates on groomed
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snowmobile routes, and desig-
nated parking areas by contact-
ing the Wisdom Ranger District
office at (406) 689-3243.

land company gaining more than
100 million tons of coal in the
exchange.

The Heritage Act had failed
to advance when offered previ-
ously as stand-alone legislation.
But Walsh and Sen. Jon Tester,
both Democrats, worked with
Republican Rep. Steve Daines
to put together a package the
whole delegation supported, and
they persuaded party leaders to
insert it in the defense bill.

To get Daines' support, the
Heritage Act language was al-
tered to release about 22 square
miles within two southeast Mon-
tana wilderness study areas so
they can be used in other ways.
Also added was a requirement
for the government to study the
oil and gas potential on an area
of comparable size within cen-
tral Montana's Bridge Coulee
and Musselshell Breaks wilder-
ness study areas.

"Everybody can claim victo-
ry," Tester said. "It's much more

than just wilderness, it's more
than just land management. It's
righting wrongs.... There's some
wilderness release, but that's
about compromise."

Northern Cheyenne Tribal
Administrator William Walks
Along said the coal exchange
was important for his tribe, par-
ticularly after it had paid dearly
to retain its own land during the
settlement of the Western U.S.

The swap would fix a mistake
made in 1900, when the govern-
ment expanded the reservation
but failed to acquire the under-
lying minerals. The 5,000 acres
of coal have been under the
control of Great Northern Prop-
erties of Houston. The company
would give that up in exchange
for federally owned coal near
the Bull Mountain Mine near
Roundup.

The tribe has long sought to
protect its land by keeping it in
federal trust for the benefit of
its members.
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"It all links back to land
and natural resources," Walks
Along said. The tribe has no
pending plans to develop it:: coal
reserves, but Walks Along said
that possibility could surface in
the future.

Congress last designated new
wilderness in Montana in 1983,
when the Lee Metcalf Wilder-
ness of nearly 400 square miles
was created under President
Ronald Reagan. said Montana
Wilderness Association Execu-
tive Director Brian Sybert.

Sybert said his group didn't
like the release of the wilder-
ness study areas in southeast
Montana but accepted it as the
cost of getting something ac-
complished.

"It was the reality of crafting
legislation," he said. "We will
advocate for those lands to make
sure they look the same in the
future as they do today."

Check out our Great Tire Sal
going on Now at

Jerryossels Tire Center

1035 Selway Dr., Dillon, MT
(406) 683-8884
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GET ACCESS TO THE LATEST CANCER TREATMENT
FROM SEATTLE WITHOUT LEAVING BOZEMAN.

As a Network Member of Seattle Cancer Care
Alliance, Bozeman Deaconess Cancer Center
patients have access to the combined strengths
of Fred eititchinson Cancer Research Center,
University of Washington School of Medicine,
and Seattle Children's. Our top-notch cancer
doctors communicate with top-notch cancer

there every day, sharing Information
Ring on cases.

And that means the latest treatment

options, clinical research studies, and advances

in cancer treatment are readily available to
cancer patients in southwestern Montana

all right here at home

Bozeman Deaconess Cancer Center
406-585-5070 I hozemandeoroness org
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