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A LIFESTYLE
Sending holiday gifts from Dillon to stricken soldiers

By M.P. Regan
Dillon Tribune staff

In this season of giving and gratitude, a local business owner
is spearheading a drive to help area people express their thanks
in the coming week by sending small gifts to some of the soldiers
who have made dramatic sacrifices on their behalf over the past
70 years.

Joan Grogan, owner of the 3-D Store in downtown Dillon, is col-
lecting items to take to soldiers being cared for at the V.A. hospital
at Fort Harrison in Helena.

"Normally, Brenda Womack and I send stockings overseas
during the holidays, but the soldier who was getting them is home
now. So, I called Fort Harrison and told them we want to continue
to do something for our soldiers," recalled Grogan, of the start of
the latest of her many efforts on behalf of U.S. military personnel.

"They told me about the soldiers receiving long-term care in
the residential unit there at Fort Harrison. So I asked for a list
of the kind of things they might like to receive for the holidays."

Grogan was told the soldiers always need socks and underwear,
and while she is accepting those items, she urged the staff at Fort
Harrison to let her collect other items as well for holiday gifts.

'Nobody wants to get just socks and underwear for Christmas,"
laughed Grogan, who also helped start the local yellow ribbon drive
after the September 11 attacks. "So I asked them for a list of other
things we could collect and send up."

That list includes hats, gloves, craft items or kits, models,
jerky (or other shelf-stable food items), puzzle books and jigsaw
puzzles and handheld games (with batteries included), as well as
Christmas cards.
"We tell people, just think about if you were in the hospital

for a long time, what would you like to receive for the holidays,"
advised Grogan.

Grogan is sending these tokens of appreciation to Fort Har-
rison in three separate deliveries made by 'Run Straugh and Russ
Schwandt, who have volunteered their time and vehicles to make
the long drive to and from Helena.

The last delivery will be made on Christmas Eve, so Grogan
asks that anyone wishing to donate items drop them off by Dec.
23 at the 3-D Store, 130 S. Montana.

Terrie Casey, the chief of voluntary service at V.A. Montana
Health Care System located at Fort Harrison, assured that those
gifts will help brighten the holidays for the soldiers being cared

Captivating
World reknown cellist Amit Peled performed at UMW's Beier Auditorium last Thursday as
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Audubon bird count
schedule released

'fhe l'intlar Audubon Soci-
ety of southwestern Montana
invites all interested volunteers
to join local birders for three
Audubon Christmas Bird Counts
(CBCs). These bird counts are
open to birders of all skill levels.

The Clark Canyon CBC at
Dillon will be Saturday. Decem-
ber 20, the Grant-Kohrs CBC
will he held at the Grant Kohrs
National Historic Site in Deer
Lodge on Tuesday. December
16, and the Warm Springs CBC
will he held at Warm Springs,
January I. All three south-
western Montana CBCs begin
at 8 a..m. Participants for the
Clark Canyon Count will meet
at the south parking lot of UM-
Western in Dillon.

Pre-registration is not neces-
sary. Dress warmly and bring
binoculars and enough snacks
and beverages for a full morn-
ing of bird watching.

If you are interested in the
Clark Canyon CRC, contact Dr.
Jack Kirkley at jack.kirkleyrit
umwestern.edu. If you would
like to participate in either the
Warm Springs or Grant-Kohrs
CBCs, contact Gary Swant at
406-691-0368 or email him at
birdmontanal@hughes.net.

Great Gift
Ideas for the
Outdoorsman

Sitka for hunter. Jetstream Jackets - Kelvin Vests,
Pants & Jackets - 90% Pants & Jackets -Gloves & More!

Winston Fly Rods. The oldest name in quality fly rods
in the world!

Simms - Quality waders - clothing - Jackets - and More!

Reel Cameras - Better than Go Pro - Come see the
advantages for yourself.

DO& & Goose Decoys. calls & more

Oakley - Smith - Maui Jim
quality sunglasses

Kings Camo 50% or

Filson Entire Wall at 40% off!

everyone needs good

WIN! WIN! WIN!
A Sitka Kelvin Vest valued at $189.00

Drawing to be held the 23rd of December.

hs0 N. Montana St. Dillon
683- 2-76

Open Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30
Saturday 8:10-4:00
Sunday 8:30-2:00

oldest
Outdoor Sports Shop

The Drama Program of The
University of Montana Western
will host Montana Speakers
Bureau program "Cosmopoli-
tan Butte" with Tom Satterly
on December 18. The program
will be on Western's campus at
the Small Auditorium (3rd floor
of Main Hall). program]. The
presentation is free and open to
the public. Partial funding for
the Speakers Bureau program is
provided by a legislative grant
from Montana's Cultural Trust
and the National Endowment
for the Humanities.

for there.
"It really means a lot to them," said Casey, who has worked at

the facility for almost 14 years.
"I was up on the floor today when they were taking gifts around

to the vets in their rooms, and all of them smiled when they got
them," said Casey, of the reaction by the patients in the facility's
24-bed residential unit, which houses soldiers and vets whose ser-
vice spans from America's most recent overseas conflicts back to
World War II.
"We really appreciate Joan organizing all this and getting all

the donations and getting them here to our veterans. It is wonder-
ful for them. It's just so nice for them to have someone show that
they care, especially over the holidays."

Grogan says it's the least she and the rest of Dillon's residents
can do for the soldiers, after all they have done for us.
"We get to live our lives and afford to buy these kind of things,"

said Grogan, "because they put their lives on the line for us."
Anyone wishing to donate items to give to the soldiers being

cared for at the hospital at Fort Harrison is asked to please drop
them off by Dec. 23 at the 3-D Store, 130 S. Montana in downtown
Dillon. For more information, call Joan at 683-4261.

Come to Butte—down in
the mines, around to the many
ethnic neighborhoods, into the
saloons and eateries, uptown to
the union halls, and to the fabled
"fifth floor" of the Hennessey
Building (where the course of
Montana politics was set). Meet
a century of eccentric Butte
characters, mourn the victims
of mining disasters, or take your
chances on the cowboy swings
in the fabulous Columbia Gar-
dens. Rim Satterly's in-costume
presentations are tailored to
emphasize any combination of

these aspects to meet the in-
terests of individual audiences.
Satterly is a descendant of early
Butte families, and his flexibility
as a speaker is the product of
a lifetime of fascination with
Butte.

Satterly is department man-
ager of the Environmental
Sciences Department at The
University of Montana-Western
in Dillon.

For more information, please
call Judy Ulrich at 406 683 7422.

Pat Carrick retires from nursing on Dec. 31
Pat Carrick, longtime nurse

practitioner at the Southwest
Montana Community Health
Center in Dillon, will be retiring
effective Dec. 31, 2014.

"I want to thank the com-
munity health center, my col-
leagues and the medical commu-
nity of Dillon for their support,"
Carrick said. "The CHC has
afforded me the opportunity to
both provide service in this com-
munity - which I have dearly
loved - and the flexibility that

As your life unfolds,

change is waiting around

every corner. That's why

it's comforting to know.

for nearly 75 years, Blue

Cross and Blue Shield of

Montana has been with

you every step of the way.

So when life calls, and you

need us most, we're here

for you.. through it all.

has allowed me to work with
Doctors Without Borders. I most
want to thank all of the patients
who have placed their trust in
me and who have shared their
lives with me over these many
years. I am grateful."
CHC Chief Executive Officer

Jessica Hoff added that people
can expect to see Carrick at the
clinic infrequently when she
fills in from time to time. Car-
rick plans to continue her work
internationally as well.

"Pat has been such an asset
to the CHC," Hoff said. "Her
compassion and commitment to
patients is inspiring."

Patients can continue their
care at the CHC and its high-
quality providers, including
new nurse practitioner Nicole
Cottom, who recently joined the
staff in Dillon.

Patients needing more infor-
mation about Carrick's transi-
tion or future care can call the
clinic at (406) 683-4440.
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