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Community, BCHS band make beautiful music together

Background music
Community members shopping at Great Harvest on Friday were entertained by the BCHS band performing on the sidewalk as shoppers purchased

bread and cookies in support of the band's trip to Spokane. Great Harvest donated over $12,000 of Bake Day proceeds to the band's effort to perform

at the All-Northwest Music Conference. J P Plutt photo

Band raises $41,000 for Spokane trip
By J.P. Plutt

Dillon Tribune staff
The Beaverhead County High School

symphonic band can concentrate on
their music as they prepare to leave
for the All Northwest Music Confer-
ence in Spokane, Wash. The gathering
for the six northwestern states of the
National Association for Music Educa-
tion will include performances from
BCHS students.

The 54 BCHS students who will
attend the conference can thank the
community of Dillon for rallying for the
band to the tune of around $41,000. The
projected expense of the trip going into
the fundraising effort stood at $34,500.
Two businesses stepped up to

play key roles in the money raising
effort - Great Harvest Franchising
and Beaverhead Motors. Great Har-
vest named the music program the
beneficiary of the Bake Day event
1ield last Wed. through Saturday, and
Beaverhead Motors donated a 2013
Chevy Cruze for a raffle prize.

"The gifts from Great Harvest and
Beaverhead Motors, we can never re-
pay, but it was nothing compared to the
support the community have given us,"
said BCHS Band Director Chris Kloker.
"People obviously bought tickets en
mass, and they bought tons of bread and
sandwiches. We truly live in a place
that is incredible and unique."

The music students sold nearly all
ef the 1,500 raffle tickets for the car
ind other prizes. At $20 per chance,
the raffle raised $29,580 according to
Kloker. The Bake Day proceeds totaled
P2,114.07.
• "We believe in building for the

future and the kids at the high school

Ire our future," said Beaverhead Mo-

tors General Manager Tim Stoker.

"When we see an opportunity to help

them better themselves, we try to do
everything we can.

"They needed a hand and they came

to us and asked us what we could do

for them and that is basically how it

Oame about."
• Beaverhead Motors donated a 2013

hevy Cruze, a certified pre-owned

automobile with a sporty look and a

las bill that is easy on the pocketbook.

w "Since 2011 when those came out,

it has been a hot seller for GM," said

Stoker of the car. "They came out at a

time when gas prices were really high.

And the winner is...
Dr. Bradley Kepp examines the winning ticket he drew out of the box for

the BCHS Band/Beaverhead Motors raffle for a 2013 Chevy Crum. Kyle

Andersen of Dillon owned the lucky ticket stub The drawing and accom-

panying event were broadcast live by John Schuyler and Jo Ann Juliano

over the airwaves of KDBM/KBEV. J P Plutt photo

It hit the market as a compact car so
you can see 40 miles per gallon out of
them. It is real popular amongst the
younger crowd because it is kind of
sporty looking and it is an economi-

cal car."
The drawing was held at Beaverhead

Motors Friday night. Beaverhead
Search and Rescue donated their time
and effort and cooked free hamburgers

for the gathering of folks on hand to
see if they would drive away with the
new, used automobile.
"We really wanted to get as many

people as we could in the doors and
hopefully have the winner here," said
Stoker. "We believe strongly in leading
the way in promoting the kids."

Dr. Bradley Kepp was chosen to pull
the lucky ticket and he drew the name
Kyle Andersen. Andersen was out of
town at the time of the drawing.
"We were very fortunate to get a car

from Beaverhead Motors," said Kloker.
"They gave their biggest donation ever
to a single group. Tim Stoker really
wanted to see the kids get out and work,
so they sold the tickets and advertised.
We could never really repay Tim Stoker
and the people at Beaverhead Motors
for their generosity."

The timing of the invitation to the
BCHS band fit perfectly with the Great
Harvest Franchising application pro-
cess for Bake Day. The 2015 recipients
were selected at the end of December.
"Our application talked about the

importance that music plays in the
role of the students," explained Kloker.
"It is a place where they learn to com-
municate, and they learn to cooperate,
and they learn to work together. It
is a lifelong skill. There are a lot of
deserving groups in Dillon that apply
for these Bake Days and we were very
humbled to get one. It is a great amount
of money, for really, a minimal amount
of effort."

Great Harvest Director of Bakery
Logistics and Training Janet Tatarka
agreed that the application pool for
the Bake Days always includes more
quality requests than the company
has events.
"The decisions are always really

hard, but this is a group that works
really hard, it is a huge honor that
they were selected to perform in Spo-
kane,' said Tatarka "Understanding
that school budgets are the way that
they are and essentially, the school
couldn't help these kids get to where
they needed to go."

The hand needed a large infusion of
cash in a short time to he able to commit
to the Spokane trip. Tatarka said the
committee felt the band and parents
and friends involved in the effort had

Continued to page A-2

Water-sewer
savings plan
off agenda

By M.P. Regan
Dillon Tribune staff

The Dillon City Council tonight will
consider whether to give the go-ahead
to a pair of moves that would advance
a plan by Mayor Mike Klakken and City
Treasurer Neal Straus to save the city
over $7 million dollars and subtract
about $20 a month from the water-
sewer bills of each city ratepayer.

Or the City Council was going to
consider it, according to the meet-
ing's agenda distributed Monday by
Klakken.

But Lynn Westad of the Council's
Finance Committee yesterday insisted
that the full Council could not hold
those votes until the formal approval of
minutes from the Finance Committee
meeting on Thesday, when the commit-
tee gave its unanimous endorsement to
proposals for the hiring of bond counsel
Robert Murdo and bond underwriters
Piper Jaffray.

According to Westad, those minutes
needed to be approved at least 48 hours
in advance of the full City Council
meeting in order for the Murdo and
Piper Jaf fray proposals to he voted on
at that meeting.

So Klakken yesterday tentatively set
up a pair of Special City Council meet-
ings for Monday afternoon—the first,
at noon, to approve the Finance Com-
mittee meeting minutes; the second at
12:15 p.m. to hold a vote on the Murdo
and Piper Jaf fray proposals.

The back-to-back get-togethers are
necessary because only a single item
can appear on the agenda of a Special
City Council meeting.

At the City Council's last meeting on
Jan. 21, Klakken had urged the Coun-
cil to proceed efficiently with moving
forward on the water-sewer savings
plan because its viability could be un-
dermined if interest rates increased.

Those thoughts were echoed during
the public comment period by Dillon
resident Lynn Giles.

"I think you need to move. I think
you need to move right away. Because
if you don't-1 know some of you watch
the stock market very closely, some of
you might not. But the bond prices can
change, and if you don't get on it and
get moving and get going, you could
price yourself out of this if the price
of bonds change," urged Giles.

"So, I'm just urging you to get on it.
Don't let it slip away!"

Klakken has put the discussion and
votes on hiring bond counsel Robert
Murdo and underwriter Piper Jaf fray
on the agenda of tonight's meeting,
even though the Council's Finance
Committee at its meeting last week
refused to hold a vote on the matter.
after several of its members said there
hadn't had enough time to review the
proposals.

The Council tonight will consider a
resolution describing a non-discrim-
ination policy for the City of Dillon.
The resolution does not address the
discrimination issues that inspired
lengthy discussion at several packed
meetings last year, when the Coun-
cil voted 2 to 6 against a proposed
ordinance designed to discourage
discrimination in the city based on
sexual orientation or gender identity
and expression.

That ordinance also failed to gain
approval from the Judiciary Commit-
tee chaired by Westad before coming
before the full Council for a vote.

This non-discrimination resolution
just basically affirms the city's intent
to continue abiding by Montana Code
Annotated Title 49 Chapter 2, which
declares freedom from discrimina-
tion on the basis of race, creed, color,
religion, national origin, age, physical
or mental disability, marital status or
sex to be a civil right.

The Council will also be asked to en-
dorse the appointment of one of its own,
Derek Gore, to the city's Tree Board,
and University of Montana Western
Dean of Students Nicole Hazelbaker to
the city's Police ('ommission.

State law requires that the city's
Police Commission review all police
officer applicants before they can be
hired. But the three-person Police Com-
mission still needs another member
before it can go forward with its work.

Continued to page A-3
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