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Education rally fires up crowd on cold night in Dillon
By M.P. Regan

Dillon Tribune staff
More than 150 people braved

the cold rain and snow last Thes-
day evening to attend the Edu-
cation Matters rally in Dillon's
Parkview Elementary School.

The event's impressive
roster of speakers included
Montana Lieutenant Gover-
nor Angela McLean, Montana
House District 72 Representa-
tive Jeff Welborn, Beaverhead
County Superintendent of Public
Schools Linda Marsh, veteran
area public educators Sarah
Gibson, Sharon Morehouse, An-
neliese Ripley, Debbie O'Neil—
and Sam Telling, the local ninth
grader who made it all possible.

"I think this is a really great
thing here," commented Gibson,
a Dillon Middle School teacher,
during her remarks to open the
rally.
"Sam Telling, look what

you've done!"
A freshman at Beaverhead

County High School, Telling
conceived of and took the lead in
organizing the event because he
said he wants to help ensure he
keeps getting the quality public
education that has guided him
into his first year at BeaVerhead
County High School.

"I thought this would be
really beneficial to the commu-
nity," said Telling, who gained a
non-voting seat for students on
the Dillon School District #10
Board of Trustees last school
year after convincing the board
members it would be a good
way for them to gain more di-
rect regular input from district
students.

"I didn't organize the rally as
a Republican or Democrat, but
as a student who believes that
any opportunities I receive in
life will be the result of receiv-
ing a good public education. And
I think that every Montanan
should have the opportunity to
realize his or her dream, and I
think that public education is
that avenue to success," said
Telling, who plans on pursuing
a career in public service after
college.

After driving down to at-
tend the rally from Helena,
where discussions have begun
amongst Republican and Demo-
cratic legislators on a public
education funding bill, Welborn
highlighted the work that the
2013 Montana Legislature did
in enhaerg public education
funding trough a bipartisan
effort toaft and pass Senate
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rally at the Dillon Middle School last Tuesday evening. Telling organized the event that brought
an impressive line-up of speakers to talk about a topic everybody agrees with — education is
important. J.P Plot photo

Bill 175.
During his speech at the

rally, Welborn quoted a letter by
that bill's sponsor, Llew Jones,
a Republican state senator from
Conrad.
"As long as our state and

country remain committed to
student achievement, commit-
ted to the concept that merit
and not privilege remain the
basis of success, then the Ameri-
can dream's light will remain
on for the next generation,"
quoted Welborn from Jones's
2014 letter, which concluded
that a continued commitment to
education would validate former
U.S. President Ronald Reagan's
belief that "America's best days
are yet to come."

Welborn, who received

a standing ovation after his
speech and was hailed by Marsh
and others at the rally for his
across-the-aisle work in the
Montana Legislature, said he
and his colleagues in Helena
needed to continue working
together for the sake of public
education students in the state.
"We can take two roads: we

can act like partisan operatives
or we can act like statesmen.
And that goes for either party,"
said Welborn, who is in his last
term as a state representative.

"Our own Jeff Welborn was
among the legislators who lis-
tened to their constituents and
made decisions based upon what
Was best for Montana," said
Marsh, who in her Education
Matters rally speech cited key
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figures from an August 2014
Zogby Analytics poll of 500
likely Montana voters, over half
of whom identified public educa-
tion as their top funding priority
in state budget discussions.
"The legislature of 2013

recognized the importance of
working with one another to
fulfill the promise made to our
students in our state Constitu-
tion," rally attendees were told
by Sharon Morehouse, a retired
teacher who volunteers to help
local preschoolers develop early
literacy skills.

"Lieutenant Governor Ange-
la McLean and Representative
Jeff Welborn, I applaud you and
thank you for the Work you are
doing and the support that you
have AlVen our' Sch6d1s- in the
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past. You are great examples
of working across the aisle.
You are doing this to benefit all
Montanans."

McLean, who became lieuten-
ant governor a year ago, electri-
fied the rally with her speech.

"It is always an honor and a
sincere pleasure to come back
here to where I truly got my
start," said McLean, a Twin
Bridges native who used to work
as a waitress at the local Pizza
Hut and assistant speech coach
in Dillon's school system.

"It is great to be back here
where I learned the importance
of making an investment in stu-
dent learning," added McLean,
a graduate of the University of
Montana Western who said that
every dollar invested in public
education returns seven dollars
to the state's economy.

McLean also highlighted the
big return the rally provided
on the investment made in it by
Telling and the dozens of hours

he spent organizing the event.
"Sam Telling, thank you for

your vision and for making
sure that this very important
conversation could happen here
in Beaverhead County tonight,"„ ;
said McLean, who chaired the,.
Montana Board of Regents.,
from early 2012 to early 2014„,
when Montana Governor Steve
Bullock asked her to become,,..
lieutenant governor. •
"And I have to tell you all,,

that Governor Bullock and
thank our lucky stars every
single day that Sam will not be
old enough to run against us in i,)
2016," joked McLean.

Welborn earlier urged people,
to get involved in the political..
process by helping the Montana
Legislature pass an education. ,
funding bill that reflects Mon-,
tanans' commitment to public,,.,
education.
"The legislative process
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