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City council recall effort gains legal win
April recall election set

By M.P. Regan
Dillon Tribune staff

Montana Fifth Judicial District Court Judge Loren 'Ricker last
week delivered a sweeping legal victory for petitioners seeking the
recall of three Dillon City councilpersons oyer alleged violations
of Montana's open meeting laws.

Handed down Friday, 'flicker's ruling ordered Beaverhead
County Clerk & Recorder and Elections Administrator Debra
Scott to file recall petitions submitted last year against Dillon City
Councilpersons Swede Troedsson, David Spehar and Derek Gore,
and to take the next steps toward staging a recall election.

Scott on Friday took one of those steps by sending letters to
Troedsson, Spehar and Gore, informing them they had five days
to resign their positions or face a recall election that she has set
for April 28.

"The electorate must decide whether the councilpersons' con-
duct requires removal from office," wrote 'Ricker in the conclusion
of his ruling last week.

Bullock meets
with Dillon
officials

By M.P. Regan
Dillon Tribune staff

Montana Governor Steve Bullock
paid a short, short-term-notice visit to
Dillon last week to discuss budgeting
at the current session of the Montana
Legislature and about some funding
for a local water project that he said
could get left on the cutting room floor
in Helena.

Bullock met with Dillon Mayor
Mike Klakken and other members of
city government for about 45 minutes
Thursday afternoon in the City Council
Chambers.

The get-together was dominated by
a presentation on the city's proposed
Beaverhead River Water Main Project
by engineer John Manion, who offered
up a series of slides, brief videos and
descriptions of the city's aging trans-
mission main and nearly century-old
pipe bridge that leaks thousands of
gallons of chlorinated water each year,
much of it into the Beaverhead River,
damaging its world-class trout fishery.

Manion showed slides of stressed,
exposed parts of tht pipe that seem on
the verge of bursting, saying the failure
of the system would cause flooding and
deprive Dillon of drinking water, as
well as water with which to fight fires.
"You can't have a viable community

without drinking water," said Bullock,
who was elected governor in Novem-
ber 2012.

The City of Dillon is considering an
approximately $2.6 million project to
replace the aging system.

The city is hoping to help fund the
project with $125,000 from the state,
money included in the proposed Build
Montana Act, a bill sponsored by local
Rep. Jeff Welborn that would spend
more than $300 million on infrastruc-
ture projects around the state.

"This isn't pork. These are essential
services to keep your community go
ing," said Bullock, who advised those
in attendance that since being intro-
duced, Welborn's bill had been divided
into separate house bills that excluded
funding for a number of projects from
the original bill, including the $125,000
for the local water project.

But Dillon's Debby Barrett, the
president of the Montana Senate, said
the Build Montana Act combined a
number of traditional funding hills
and that the Legislature had simply
put aside Bullock's new approach and
gone back to the way it had gone about
its business in previous sessions—and
for very good reasons

"Our mechanism for funding has
been very successful," said Barrett,
who has served in the Montana Legis-
lature for 14 years.
"What the governor did this year, he

put all of it into one bill. He mixed ev-
erything up and acts like he is the only
one addressing infrastruaure," added
Barrett, saying Bullock's approach
would actually jeopardize the ability
of for any infrastructure projects to
be funded due to its Mixtrig of funding
sources, some of which, like bonding
and coal trust money, carry more strin-

Continued to page 7

'flicker's Feb. 13 ruling came after Scott responded to a Sept.
4 writ of mandamus that Ricker had granted recall petitioners
Raymond Graham and Edith Fletcher ordering Scott to file the
recall petitions the two had submitted to Scott's office in July or
show cause for not doing so.

The petitioners claim that Spehar.1Yoedsson and Gore—along
with four of their fellow Councilpersons—violated their oaths of
office by ignoring Montana's open meeting laws with their sign-
ing of Feb. 6, 2014 letters to a pair of district court judges, urging
them not to let Dillon Mayor Mike Klakken derail a pair of long-
running legal cases.

Those cases revolved around the disputed installation of water
meters at the homes of former City Councilperson Martin Bren-
neke and former Dillon Mayor George Warner.

The cases, which by then had gone on for more than five years
and cost the city over $50,000 in legal fees charged by former City
Attorney Duke Gilbert, were brought during the administration of
Klakken's predecessor, Marty Malesich, whom Klakken defeated
in a November 2013 election and succeeded in January 2014.

Klakken fired Gilbert for insubordination on Feb. 5 of last year.
The following day, City Council President Spehar had Gilbert draft

Healthy debate
In the photo above, Gov.

Steve Bullock is pictured at
the City of Dillon Council
Chambers with Commerce
Director Meg O'Leary. Bull-
ock discussed infrastructure
issues with city officials. After
meeting with the city. Bullock
answered questions regard-
ing his Healthy Montana Plan
that would move forward
with Medicaid Expansion in
Montana.

At right, Lt. Gov. Angela
McLean spoke at the Educa-
tion Matters Rally in Dillon
Feb 3. On that same day.
McLean met with officials from
Barrett Hospital regarding
their needs McLean feels
Medicaid Expansion would
help Barrett and other rural
hospitals across the state
,1 P RIM photos

the letters to the judges and then took them around to Troedsson,
Gore and four other City Councilpersons. Spehar asked each of
them in turn to read and sign the letters and authorize the sending
of them to the judges if they agreed with their contents.

One City Councilperson, Dan Nye, was not given the opportunity
to read and sign the letters.

Written by Beaverhead County Attorney Jed Fitch, Scott's 42-
page response to the Sept. 4 writ of mandamus argued that the
alleged conduct of those Councilpersons in relation to the letters
did not constitute a meeting or a violation of the open meeting
law and, even if it did, a violation of the open meeting law did not
constitute a violation of oath of office.
"A knowing violation of the open meeting law constitutes grounds

for recall either as official misconduct or as a violation of the oath
of office," 'Ricker wrote in his decision last week.

'nicker also dismissed the argument that a meeting had not taken
place because the City Councilpersons had not met simultaneously,
siding with Graham and Fletcher's counter that such a practice
would "allow public entities to easily subvert the requirements

Continued to page 2

Governor's
office pushes
Medicaid
Expansion
Barrett Hospital on board

By J.P. Nutt
Dillon Tribune staff

If the rhetoric around Dillon the
last two weeks is any indication, the
debate on Governor Steve Bullock's
Medicaid Expansion legislation or
"Healthy Montana Act," will be heated
and partisan. Representatives from
Americans for Prosperity, Foundation
for Government Accountability, Mon-
tana Lt. Gov. Angela McLean and Gov.
Steve Bullock were all in Dillon and all
addressed the issue.

On Monday, Feb. 2, representa-
t Ives of Americans for Prosperity and
Foundation for Government Account-
ability held what they described as
;I Healthcare Town Hall to present a
Republican-like view of the issue. The
meeting was held at City Hall.

The following day McLean visited
Barrett Hospital and HealthCare where
she found a sympathetic audience for
the Medicaid Expansion message.
McLean capped her day giving a speech
at the Education Matters rally at the
Dillon Middle School.

Last Thursday, Bullock met with
the Dillon City Council to speak to in-
frastructure issues, and following the
meeting answered questions regarding
the Healthy Montana Act. The Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services
estimates that 70,000 Montanan's would
enroll in an expanded Medicaid pro-
gram by 2021.

Zech Lahn of Bozeman, the Mon-
tana state director for Americans for
Prosperity, organized the meeting in
Dillon, the first of three planned ven-
ues, with the intent to "inform voters
on what they can do to affect the vote,
especially in key areas where legisla-
tors may not have taken a position yet,"
said Zahn. "This happens to be one of
those areas"

The area is the home of Republican
Representative Jeff Welborn, who a
week before the meeting refused to
sign a pledge presented to him by an
Americans for Prosperity lobbyist
to not support the governor's bill on
Medicaid Expansion.

"I politely declined," said Welborn
after the Town Hall meeting. "There
hasn't even been a bill draft. How could
people respect the job I do representing
them if I signed a pledge from a special
interest group without talking to the
hospital and doctors from my district."

Passing on the pledge put Welborn
in the crosshairs once again. During
the primary campaign, he became the
target of the Conservative Majority
PAC, a special interest group from
Texas that ran a 50 state campaign
against Republicans that they felt sup-
ported the Affordable Healthcare Act.
Welborn again found his face on flyers
early this month when Americans for
Prosperity advertised their Healthcare
Town Hall. The flyer had Welborn's
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