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Jaycee Park acquistion on City Council agenda tonight
By M.P. Regan

Dillon Tribune staff
The Dillon City Council tonight will get a chance to discuss and

vote on whether to make a bid to acquire Jaycee Park from Dillon
School District #10.

The proposal came up at a meeting of the Council's Cemetery &
Parks Committee earlier this month, but a motion by Councilperson
Bill Shafer failed to earn a second from any of the committee's
other three members—Derek Gore, Bob Cottom and Committee
Chair Swede 'floedsson—preventing it from even being discussed
any further at that meeting.

The idea of acquiring Jaycee Park to install a splash pad for chil-

dren where the dilapidated tennis courts now sit has been debated
at a number of recent city and SD #10 meetings at great length.

School District #10 has kept Jaycee Park as an item under the

unfinished business section of its monthly agenda for the past few
months, waiting for the city to approach the district with an offer
for the property.

The issue of the city potentially making a bid to acquire Jaycee
Park will be raised again during n•oedsson's Cemetery & Parks
report to the full Council tonight.

The Council tonight will also hear about an audit of the city's
Fiscal Year 2013-14.

During the mayor's report, the Council will be apprised of the
Transportation Coordination Plan for the City of Dillon Bus.

The report by Water & Sewer Committee Chair Bob Cottom will
include a vote on whether to move forward with the Head Works
building project.

The meeting's agenda also calls for regular reports from the city
treasurer, city attorney, police chief, fire marshal and city judge,
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face superimposed over
an image of President Barack
Qbama. The flyer asked sup-
ports to "Tell Jeff Welborn to
stand with us and vote NO on
ObamaCare's Expansion in
Montana."

"I have been attached to
ObamaCare and the fact of the
matter is, I've never taken a
vote," said Welborn. "This bill
has never been on the floor and
nothing has been introduced this
session. Last session I voted on
a procedural motion to suspend
the rules to bring a title to the
House to debate, and if there
was a way to amend reforms
into it then that would have been
another discussion, but there
has never been a vote."

Thus, in some corners, Wel-
born is not Republican enough.

"They are insinuating how
I am going to vote," said a
disappointed Welborn. "I don't
promise my vote on anything
until I've had an opportunity
to listen to them, deliberate
on them, hear them debated,
check in with my constituents
that these kind of law changes
really affect, and then try to
do my best job to vote for the
greater good.

"Whether it gets to the floor
or not, at this point I'm not in
support of it. I don't think there
are enough reforms in it. There
are other plans out there, one
from a group of mainly Repub-
lican legislators that are going
to try to figure out real reforms.
Tort reform has got to be a part
of it."

Lahn says his group was not in
Dillon on a crusade against Wel-
born. Coincidentally,Roundup
and Kalispell, the only other
towns on the announced tour,
are home to legislators that
did not sign the Americans for
Prosperity pledge.
"We are not here saying that

Welborn is a bad guy or that he
is not a good legislator, what we
are saying is that this is a key
policy vote and we would like
for him to stand with his district
to oppose Obama's Medicaid
Expansion into the state of Mon-
tana," explained Lahn.

Lahn says Medicaid Expan-
sion will create an "entirely new
entitlement class of able-bodied,
childless adults."

Should Montana adopt the
Governor's proposal, an unlikely
scenario with Republicans-con-
trolling both the House and the
Senate, but if it went through,
the federal government will
pay .100(4 of the program costs
until 2017 when Montana would
begin a 90-107c split of the bill.
Zahn says the cost will be even
greater because the state is re-
sponsible from the beginning to
pay administration costs which
he says would be about $57 mil-
lion a year.

Proponents of expansion in
Montana point to the big pile of
money the federal government
will pass on to Montana should
they sign up. MHA, an Asso-
ciation of Montana Health Care
Providers, says Montana has
already forfeited $421 million in
federal funds by not expanding
Medicaid.

McLean and Bullock shared
the same buzz word message.
"We are sending hard-earned

Montana taxpayer dollars out
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of state every single day, so
that citizens in other states can
have health care," said the Twin
Bridges native. "That is a con-
versation that certainly doesn't
make sense to me. We are send-
ing out about $2 million every
single day so that other states
who have expanded Medicaid,
and right now there are 28 of
them, a lot of them Republican
states."

Bullock echoed the line lay-
ing claim to federal dollars as
if Montana was sending a check
straight to Gov. Christie in New
Jersey.

"Right now our tax dollars
are going to states like New
Jersey, Nevada, Arizona, North
Dakota, all states with Republi-
can governors and Republican
legislators that certainly had
concerns about the Affordable
Care Act, but said the they
needed to do this for their states
and their citizens," Bullock said.

When pressed to clarify his
statement that Montana tax
dollars are helping other state's
with Medicaid, Bullock clarified
that "federal tax dollars that
are set-up to cover 70,000 more
Montanar s aren't begin spent
here but are begin spent in other
states."

Kristina Ribali, a senior coali-
tions director for the Foundation
for Government Accountability,
gave a power point presentation
at the HealthCare 'limn Hall in
Dillon. The audience was not a
rabid Republican gathering re-
citing amen to every statement
made by Ribali and Lahn. Of the
50 or so people in attendance, a
large group were Welborn sup-
porters wearing campaign stick-
ers reflecting their allegiance
to the third-term Republican.
Another smaller group came
from the hospital and health
care profession, while a Demo-
cratic contingent also weighed
in during the discussion. Madi-
son County Tea Party members
made the trip to Dillon, as did
concerned Beaverhead County
Republicans.
"Were there people here who

disagreed?" asked Ribali after
the meeting. "Of course, and
we're fine with that. We want
to have that robust debate about
how do we provide better health
care here in Montana in a way

Mnntana Association of Clerks & Reco_r_dets

$1000 SCHOLARSHIP FORMS AVAILABLE

The Montana Association of Clerks and Recorders is

again sponsoring a $1000 scholarship for a graduating

senior who will be attending an IN STATE SCHOOL.

'the last day of acceptance of applications is March 16,
2015 at 5:00 p.m.

Application forms are now available at the Clerk and

Recorder's office at the courthouse in Dillon or from

the Guidance Counselors at the Beaverhead County

High School or Lima High School.
Completed application forms must be returned

to the Clerk and Recorder's office located at the

Beaverhead County courthouse by Friday, March
16,2015. Applications will be judged on the basis of

scholarship, need and school and civic involvement.

The winner and alternate will be notified after May

1,2015 and the scholarship will be given directly to

the school of the student's choice after the school has

accepted the student.

that doesn't break the bank and
cost the taxpayer."

Montana is a state with a
Constitution that mandates the
legislature pass a balanced bud-
get. Should the state adopt the
expansion and federal support
drops significantly, Montana
would find it difficult to support
education and other state budget

as well as from the city's Library Board, "[Yee Board, Planning
Commission and Zoning Commission.

The Council is also set to hear reports from its other standing
committees: Health, Fire & Order, Street & Alley, Judiciary and
Finance.

The meeting will end with a period of public comment "on
items of significant public interest not on the agenda and within
the jurisdiction of the city."

Members of the public will also have a chance to offer input
on items on the agenda during the rest of the meeting, after being
recognized by the mayor.

The Dillon City Council meets tonight, starting at 7 p.m., in
the City Council Chambers, 125 N. Idaho St., in downtown Dillon.

An agenda and full meeting packet can be viewed online in the
Document Center of www.dillonmt.org.

needs when potentially getting
overwhelmed by a staggering
Medicaid bill.
"The federal government

has no money except for what
it takes from the states," said
Lahn. "If we think we can
trust the federal government
to maintain on their promise to
cover 90% of this when they're
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$17 trillion in debt, I think that
is very foolish of us."

According to Lahn, talk
in Washington both from the
Obama Camp and from Repub-
lican Paul Ryan, is that a 65-35ci
split would seem more realistic.

Bullock and McLean spoke
of a built in provision in the
Healthy Montana Act that would
prevent a Montana budgetary
meltdown should the federal
government renege on their
gaudy payment promises.
"There is a clause in the

Healthy Montana Plan, that if
the federal government does
not live up to its end of the
bargain, the Healthy Montana
Plan, which is Medicaid Expan-
sion, would cease to exist," said
McLean. "It is not an opt-out at
all. There is a clause in the pro-
posal that the governor touted in
his State of the State Address,
that would indeed make the
Healthy Montana Plan cease to
exist in the state of Montana.

"Right now, when the time
comes for Montana to kick in
their 10e/r, we will be ready as
a state to move in that direction.
But if the feds don't meet their
end of the bargain, the Healthy
Montana Plan will cease to ex-
ist."

Outside of the fact that some-
one would then inherit the cruel
job of informing what could be
70,000 Montanans that they no
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longer have insurance if the
Lt. Governor's scenario played
out, there is doubt within the
Foundation for Government
Accountability that a state that
commits to Medicaid Expansion
can then get out.

According to Jonathan
Ingram who studied the Healthy
Indiana Plan 2.0 and the state's
similarly worded promise that
the state would "automatically
terminate" expansion if federal
funding promises are broken.
Ingram writes that federal law
classifies an expansion popula-
tion as a "mandatory popula-
tion" for states that opt into
the expansion which he says
authorizes Washington to take
away all Medicaid funds if the
state tried to roll back eligibility
for the group, lie wrote further
that the mandatory nature of the
population has been codified into
regulation and appears on forms
states must submit in order to
accept expansion.

He also wrote that the US
Supreme Court held that states
could forego Medicaid expan-
sion without putting existing
funds at risk, and that it "did
not hold that separate federal
requirements on maintaining
eligibility for mandatory popu-
lations would not apply after
a state agrees to expand Med-
icaid."
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