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Burning ban lifted Wednesday, bloody Wednesday Dillon hires
The Department Of Environmen-

tal Quality burning ban expires at •
midnight February 29 according to
Beaverhead County spokesperson
Scott Marsh.

Anyone wishing to burn must obtain
a local burning permit from the Sher-
iff's Department.

Marsh extends the liability re-
minder that when burning you are •
responsible for keeping your fire under
control. You may be held accountable
for any and all costs occurred if your
fire gets away and leaves your property.

Fundraiser set for
Saturday night

The friends of Karen Gibson will
hold a benefit at the Dillon Elks Lodge
Saturday night to help her with medical
costs associated with her battle against
cancer. Karen and her husband Kyle
own and operate Sportswear & Design.

The evening will begin at 5 p.m. with
a spaghetti dinner and opening bids for
a silent auction. A live auction starts
at 6 p.m. and 50/50 tickets and t-shirts
will be on sale throughout the evening.

For more information, contact
Tammy Clark (925-06235).

Alumni group to
meet Friday
The monthly social/networking

gathering of the University of Mon-
tana Western Alumni Association next
meets on Friday, Feb. 27, starting at
4:45 p.m. at the Beaverhead Brewing
Company, 218 S. Montana St. in down-
town Dillon. The group plans on holding
a get-together for UMW alumni on the
last Friday of every month in different
locations and is looking for feedback on
what people would like to see happen
at these events.

For more information, contact Rox-
anne G. Engellant, executive director
of the University of Montana Western
Foundation, by emailing her at roxamie.
engellant@umwestern.edu or by calling
683-7305

Lenten Fish Fry at
Catholic Church

The Dillon Knights of Columbus Fr.
Kellehar Council #4069 will be again
be preparing and serving three Com-
munity Lenten Fish Fry Buffets, the
first on Friday, Feb. 27, from 5 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. at the St. Rose of Lima Fam-
ily Center.

The Lenten meal includes baked
and fried Pollack, baked potatoes,
potato salad, baked beans, coleslaw,
fruit salad, and beverages. The event
is open to all.

The next two Fish Frys will be held
March 13 and March 27

Senior commodity food

boxes delivered Sat.
The Commodity Supplemental

Food Program for seniors will deliver
food boxes this Saturday. Meet Sandy
behind Subway at 9:30 a.m. For more
information contact Sandy(865-0958).

Letter in hand
Dillon City Councilperson Lynn Westad submitted letters of resignation for herself and David Spehar at last

Wednesday night's council meeting. Spehar was absent. Bob Cottom, sitting behind Westad, announced that he

too would soon be resigning from the Councif: JP. Ptue-phetcr-:• - • - •

Council members resign
By M.P. Regan

Dillon Tribune staff
Three members of the Dillon City

Council resigned their positions at last
week's regular Council meeting, while
a fourth indicated he would also soon
leave office.

Councilperson Swede Troedsson
announced just before the start of
the public comment period at the end
of last Wednesday's meeting that he
would be leaving his position as Ward
4 representative, shortly before Ward
2's Lynn Westad handed in her letter of
resignation, along with one for absent
Ward 3 Councilperson and City Council
President David Spehar.

The resignations came five days af-
ter a district judge ruled that Troedsson,
Spehar and their fellow Councilperson
Derek Gore had, along with four other
Dillon City Councilpersons, violated
Montana's open meeting laws by sign-
ing a letter to a pair of judges without
holding a public meeting to discuss the
contents of those letters.

"Before we move on to public com-
ment, I'd like to submit my resignation
from City Council," said Troedsson, who
then handed in his letter of resigna-
tion and immediately left Wednesday's
meeting.

"Could I have a moment?" followed Westad, who had
served as chair of the Council's Judiciary Committee. "As
you all know, David l Spehar I had emergency surgery yes-
terday, so he asked me to deliver his resignation. And with
that. I feel personally since I signed the letter that I must

Out the door
Former Dillon City Councilperson

Nils "Swede" Troedsson slips out the

door of the council chambers shortly

after submitting his resignation near

the end of last Wednesday's meeting.
J P Piutt photo

resign also."
Councilperson Bob Cottom then indi-

cated he would soon resign, but wanted
to first see who would be replacing him
and the others.

"I feel pretty much the same way,"
said Cottom. "But I'm not going to
resign tonight, I'm going to see who
you appoint to take over and then I'll
resign."

Mayor Mike Klakken explained
that the city would advertise the open
Council positions and applicants would
be voted on by the remaining Council
members.

Under the Montana Recall Act,
Spehar and Troedsson's resignations
became effective immediately because
they were both about to be the subject
of recall elections.

Westad had 72 hours to retract her
resignation, but chose not to.

The resignations came just over a
year after controversy erupted over
Troedsson, Westad, Spehar, Gore and
three of the four other Dillon City Coun-
cilpersons' signing of a pair of letters to
district court judges urging them not to
let Klakken derail a pair of legal cases
initiated under the administration of his
predecessor Marty Malesich.

The signing and sending of those let-
ters without first holding a public meeting to discuss their
contents constituted a violation of Montana's open meeting
law and provided a legitimate basis for recall, Montana
Fifth Judicial District Judge Loren 'nicker ruled on Friday.

Continued to page 3

police officer
By M.P. Regan

Dillon Tribune staff
The Dillon City Council met the first

challenge of operating with depleted
ranks due to a recent wave of resigna-
tions by getting enough members to
attend a noon meeting yesterday to help
the local police department get back to
full strength.

The Council formed a quorum with
all five of its current members—Bob
Cottom, Dick Achter, Bill Shafer, Derek
Gore and Dan Nye—present and then
voted 5-0 to hire David Sullivan as a
probationary police officer for the City
of Dillon.

Sullivan will fill the spot vacated by
longtime patrolman Frank Kluesner,
who left the force Jan. 1 to become
Beaverhead County Sheriff, the posi-
tion he was elected to in November.

Members of the Dillon Police have
had to work extra hours to fill the void
left by Kluesner's departure, with of-
ficers unable to take any vacation time
since the start of 2015, according to
Dillon Police Chief Paul Craft.
"We worked very hard to hire the

best person qualified," said Craft. "I
think Mr. Sullivan with his background
and training is going to be an excellent
fit for the department."

Sullivan will be leaving his position
as a deputy in the Beaverhead County
Sheriff's office, where he started in
September 2012. Prior to that, he
worked for almost eight years as a
correctional officer and inter-perimeter
security officer at the Montana State
Prison in Deer Lodge.

A 2003 graduate of Anaconda High
School, Sullivan completed law en-
forcement officer basic training and
Peace Officer Standards and Training
(POST.) certification at the Montana
Law Enforcement Academy in 2013.

The process to hire Sullivan was
delayed because the city's Police Com-
mission had to, by state law, review
all the applicants and make a recom-
mendation to the Council. But term
expirations since it last met a few
years ago had left the three-member
Police Commission with just one active
member, Dick Achter.

The City Council failed to gain a
quorum at its first meeting in Janu-
ary. At its second meeting on Jan. 21,
the Council voted unanimously to seat
John Schuyler in one of the two Police
Commission vacancies, hut turned
down another male applicant appointed
by Mayor Mike Klakken by a 3-4 vote,
with then-City Councilperson Swede
1Yoedsson saying some on the Council
preferred that a woman fill the final
vacancy on the Police Commission.

The Council voted unanimously at
its Feb. 4 meeting to consent to Klak-
ken's appointment of Nicole Hazel-
baker to the Police Commission.

The Police Commission subsequent-
ly met on Feb. 11 and Feb. 15 to discuss
its structure and processes and qualifi-
cations for the position, and to review
the applications and hold interviews for
the vacancy on the Dillon Police force.

At the Feb. 15 meeting, the Police
Commission decided to recommend
Sullivan, whose hiring was put up for a
vote before the City Council yesterday.

After receiving the Council's unani-
mous endorsement yesterday at around
12:15 p.m., Sullivan was sworn in mo-
ments later by Klakken

The year of living contentiously — a timeline leading to the council resignations
By M.P. Regan

Dillon Tribune staff
A timeline for the controversies and decisions

that led to the 2014 recall drive and resignations
of half of Dillon's City Council last week

January 15,2014 - At its first regularly sched-
uled City Council meeting after the seating of
new Mayor Mike Klakken earlier that month,
the Dillon City Council votes to reject Klakken's
appointments for city attorney and city treasurer.
The Council indicates that it prefers that the city

retain then-City Attorney Duke Gilbert and then-

City Treasurer Ty Cobb, who were both appointed

by Klakken's predecessor. Marty Malesich. A

number of people in the City Council Chambers

packed public seating area express dismay over

the Council's decisions.
"The fact you are not willing to move forward

from the election that occurred in November is

absolutely appalling," former City Councilperson

Jean Bergeson told the Council members, noting

that Klakken had beaten Malesich by 10 points in

the November city election and had the right to

appoint his own people.
"I've made some phone calls in the past sev-

eral days and talked to some Council members.
and I just want to go on the record as saying I
believe that this whole thing was orchestrated
and manipulated," adds Bergeson, an attorney
who dismisses Councilperson Lynn Westad con-
tention that the city could he subject to wrongful
termination suits if it chose not to re-appoint
Gilbert and Cobb.

"I believe that there are people on this Coun-
cil that do not have the city's good intentions at
heart," concludes Bergeson.

February 5, 2014 - Mayor Mike Klakken
advises the City Council at its first regularly
scheduled meeting of the month that he fired
Gilbert earlier in the day for "insubordination"
The Council consents to the appointment of Jim
Dolan to become city attorney. During discus-
sion about a proposal to hire Gilbert to finish
four cases he was working on at the time of his
dismissal, Councilperson Swede Troedsson says
the Council is concerned that Klakken is using the
Gilbert firing to derail two of those cases—long-
running legal efforts by the city to force former
Dillon Mayor George Warner and former Dillon
City Councilperson Martin Brenneke to pay for

the disputed installation of water meters at their
homes, along with the tens of thousands of dollars
in legal fees Gilbert has rung up pursuing the
cases over the past five years.

At the same meeting, Cobb introduces Sherine
I). Fernando, a Missoula lawyer he has hired
to legally represent him in his efforts to hang
onto his city treasurer position. "And I want the
city to he on notice," announces Fernando, "that
they are subject to the Wrongful Discharge of
Employment Act if they terminate Mr. Cobb's
employment without good abuse." Dillon attorney
Adam Shaw, whom Klakken hired in January to
deliver an opinion for the city on the wrongful
discharge issue, says Fernando is mistaken in
her interpretation of the law.

February 6, 2014 - City Council President
David Spehar hires former City Attorney Duke
Gilbert to draft letters to a pair of district court
judges, urging them not to let Klakken derail
the Warner and Brenneke water meter cases.
Spehar then takes the letter around to fellow
City Councilpersons Dick Achter, Derek Gore,

Swede Troedsson, Lynn Westad, Bill Shafer and
Bob Cottom, who all sign the letters and agree

they should be sent to the district court judges
presiding over the Warner and Brenneke cases.

City Councilperson Dan Nye is not given the op-

portunity to read or sign the letters.

February 13, 2014 - At a special City Council
meeting, the Council votes 6-1, with only Dan
Nye casting a 'nay' vote, to hire Gilbert to wrap

up the four legal cases, including the Warner and

Brenneke cases.
Several members of the public at the packed

midday meeting question the Council members

about the pair of Feb. 6 letters that seven of

them signed and sent to a pair of district court
judges presiding over the Brenneke and Warner

water meter cases. lAwal business owner Brenda

Womack questions the Councilpersons on how

they came to draft and sign the letters without

holding a public meeting to first discuss their

contents.
"Is there anybody here of the seven Council

members who signed the letter who can tell me
that they did not sign the letter without discuss-
ing it?" asks Wonoici: "Whether it was over the

Continued to pogo 2
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