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BCHS graduation
Sunday at 2 p.m.

Beaverhead County High School will
hold its 124th commencement Sunday,
at 2 p.m. in the B. W. Lodge Gymnasium.

The class of 2015 will be led by five
Co-valedictorians Holly Andersen,
Cierra Lamey, Jordan Peterson, Sage
Schoonen, Hannah Telling and saluta-
torian McKenzie Stanchfield.

Andersen will be attending Montana
State University in the fall and pursue
a degree in nursing. She will run track
for the Bobcats.

Lamey and will be attending Mon-
tana State University-Billings in the
fall and pursuing a degree in Biology
and Veterinary Science, and play var-
sity basketball for the Yellowjackets.

Peterson has been appointed to the
United States Air Force Academy with
the intention of becoming a pilot.

Schoonen will be attending Montana
State University in the fall and pursue
a degree in civil engineering.

Telling will be attending Montana
State University in the fall to pursue
a degree in secondary education fo-
cusing on English with a minor in art
education. T

Stanchfield will be attending Carroll
College in fall to pursue a degree in
Political Science.

The remainder of the top ten are:
Taryn Mercer, Brady Richardson,
Shelby Kluesner, and Ellie Wilkinson.

The keynote speaker for gradua-
tion this year is Tammi Myers. Myers
graduated from Montana State Univer-
sity in 1985 with a Bachelor of Science
in physical education and a minor in
business education. An educator for the
past 26 years, she taught in Fort Benton
and Eureka before landing in Dillon
where she has taught and coached for
the past 19 years.

Musical numbers will be performed
by the instrumental and vocal pro-
grams of BCHS. Laurie Hagenbarth's
Mixed Ensemble and Teen Tones will
each have one arrangement and the
mixed ensemble will be singing the na-
tional anthem. Chris Kloker's band will
be playing the processional, recessional
and one other arrangement, which will
be the seniors' last performance with
the band.

The diplomas will be presented by
school Board members Koy Holland,
Cory Lamey, and Mike Richardson.
Assisting in the presentation will be Su-
perintendent/Principal Fred Chouinard
and Vice-Principal Gary Haverfield.

Baccalaureate will be held Saturday,
May 23, 7 p.m. in the BCHS Audito-
rium. This year's featured speaker
will be Pastor Zane Springer from the
Vineyard Church. The event is open to
the public.

Annual Memorial Day

Parade Monday at 12:30
The 13th annual White Hat Coalition

Memorial Day Parade and 12th annual
Veterans Memorial Flag Raising cer-
emony will be held Monday

The parade will stage at the high
school on Center Street at noon and
begin at 12:30 p.m. The route will go
west on Center, south on Idaho., west on
Reeder., then north on Montana to the
Big Sky Cinema parking lot. All WWII
veterans of Beaverhead County will
serve as honorary parade marshals.

Vintage autos, as well as horses,
floats, organizations, businesses and
groups are welcome to participate in
the parade.

The dedication ceremony will begin
around 1 p.m. at the Big Sky Cinema.
Master of ceremonies will be local cow-
boy poet Val Prophet. Flag detail will
be performed by The Montana Youth
Challenge Academy cadets. There
will be a featured performances by a
surprise guest and Prophet will recite
a patriotic favorite.

A flag raising ceremony will fol-
low with the placing of the wreath by

Maj. Ross Stocker, Ret. at the Kiwanis
Veterans Memorial. Prayer for troops
and veterans will he led by Stan Smith.

For more information, persons may
call Smith (660-4429) or email him at at
skypa inter I 70Pyahoo.com

Legion releases schedule
Members of American Legion Post

20 will be placing flags on graves sites
Friday starting at I p.m. Flags will be
picked up Thesday starting at 9 a.m.

Monday's Memorial Day Ceremony
will he held at the cemetery starting

at 11 a.m. with guest speaker Jeff
Welborn.

Enjoying his craft
Montana native and recording artist George Winston performed last Thursday evening at the BCHS Auditorium.

The concert benefited the Southwest Montana Arts Council. In addition, donations of food for the local food bank
were taken at the door. J P Plot/ photo

SD 10, BEA reach
tentative deal

By M.P. Regan
Dillon Tribune staff

Negotiators for Dillon School Dis-
trict 10 and the union that represents
its 49 tenured teachers of Parkview
Elementary and Dillon Middle School
reached another tentative accord on
Monday.

After working for about three hours
in the afternoon and into the evening,
representatives of the SD 10 Board of
Trustees and the Beaverhead Education
Association (BEA) agreed on a two-year
contract proposal.

The deal would give teachers a 1.75
percent hike in base pay for each of the
next two school years and a 2 percent
increase in contributions by the school
district to their health insurance premi-
ums for the coming school year.

The contract will now go for a vote
by the full BEA.membership.

The BEA's rank and file last week
rejected a one-year contract that would
have given teachers a 1.6 percent
increase in base pay and a 2 percent
bump in insurance premium contribu-
tions for the 2015-16 school year.

If this new two-year deal gets rati-
fied by the BEA membership, it would
then go to a vote by the full SD 10 Board
of Trustees.

The SD 10 Board is scheduled to next
meet on June 8. But Board Chair Jed
Petersen said Monday that if the BEA
okays the latest deal, the SD 10 Board
might convene for a special meeting
later this month to vote on finalizing
the tenured teachers contract.

County sets floodplain reg meetings
The Beaverhead County Commis-

sioners announced on Monday their
plan to hold four public hearings
on their plans to change floodplain
regulations. The meetings on the Draft
Floodplain Hazard Mitigation Regula-
tions will he held June 9 at the Melrose
School. June 10 at the Wisdom Com-
munity Hall, June 15 in the commis-
sioners room at the county courthouse.
and June 29 at the Lima Fire Hall. All
meetings start at 7 p.m.

City government study commission open to suggestions
By M.P. Regan

Dillon Tribune staff
Dillon's city government endured a

rough ride over much of 2014. But the
Dillon City Government Study Commis-
sion has enjoyed smooth, cooperative
travel in 2015 while exploring some
modest proposals for reform, accord-

ing to its leader.
"It's an excellent group of people,"

said Richard Miller, chair of the City
Study Commission that also includes
Paul Pilgrim, Jean Bergeson, Craig
Cornell and Mike Miller.

"I think we've worked really hard
trying to get to some of the changes

people want to see made," said Miller.
who, along with the four others, was
elected to the City Study Commission
by popular vote in November from a
field of nine candidates.

Dillon City Clerk Jani Olsen joined
the group as a non-voting member after
being appointed to it by Mayor Mike

Klakken to aid the City Study Commis-
sion with its efforts.

While the Commission members
boast decades of experience and ex-
pertise in a variety of fields. Miller said
they remain open to suggestions from

Continued to page 8

County Study Commission nearing end of public meeting process
By J.P. Plutt

Dillon Tribune staff
The Beaverhead County Govern-

ment Study Commission has held four
public meetings in Jackson, Wisdom,
Wise River and Melrose — and the
three-member body has sat alone at the
table with no comments submitted or
made. Chairman Scott Marsh expected
some activity at a meeting in Lima
Monday night, but so far he assumes
the county residents are satisfied with

In with the new
Megan Evans and her two

sons apply the knowledge she

gained from a Landscaping

with Native Perennials class

taught this spring by Ann

Egan to help fill the raised

beds outside the Beaverhead

County Museum with native

plants during a rainy Tuesday

evening last week Provided

by local donors, along with

the top soil they were put into,

the plants replaced the failing

juniper bushes removed from

the site earlier this month by

City of Dillon workers. The final

project for the Native Perenni-

als class, the group planting

came about after a conver-

sation about the junipers

between Egan and Museum

Director I ynn Giles.
P Regan photo

the current form of government.
Last June, county voters approved

a study commission by seven votes. At
this point, Marsh and fellow commis-
sion members Stacey Reynolds and
Mitch Staley assume the electorate
does not want to explore an alternative
form of county government.
"We have had zero participation

so far," said Marsh on Monday. "We
go there and we give them about 20
minutes, call the meeting adjourned

and away we go."
'lb date, the group has advertised

and held unattended meetings in Jack-
son, Wisdom, Wise River and Melrose.
Monday the group held a meeting at
the Lima Town Hall. Remaining meet-
ings are scheduled for Dillon on June
8, Grant on June 22 and Polaris July 23.

Marsh says should a meeting draw
a crowd, he will inform those present
that the commission is specifically
tasked to review the organizational

form of county government and not to
review the performance of particular
departments or staff.

The three-member commission at-
tended a two-day training session in
Bozeman. State government personnel
explained the purpose and options of
the study commission.

Marsh says the group has avoided
discussion of possible options among
themselves.

Continued to page 3
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