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Location, location, location
The Grand Canyon of Yellowstone in Yellowstone National Park is pictured from the Lower Falls in Yellowstone last Septem-

ber. Hunter D'Antuono/Yellowstone Newspaper Group photo

Yellowstone entrance fee rising to $30
By Liz Kearney

Yellowstone Newspaper Group
It's soon going to cost more

to get into Yellowstone National
Park.

Beginning June 1, the cost for
a seven-day pass for a private
vehicle to enter the park will
increase from $25 to $30. Cur-
rently the $25 pass is also good
for Grand Teton National Park,
but under the new fee structure,
entrance to the Tetons will also
cost $30.

However, people wishing to
visit both parks will have the
option of purchasing a two-park
pass for $50. The two-park pass
will be good for up 'to seven
days, according to information
released by Yellowstone offi-
cials Monday afternoon.

The area annual pass, most
popular with local residents, will
increase from $50 to $60. The

Interagency Pass, which is good
at national parks throughout the
U.S., will remain at $80 per year.

Yellowstone's last fee in-
crease took effect in 2007,
Deputy Superintendent Steve
Iobst explained at a public meet-
ing regarding the proposed fee
increases held in November in
Bozeman. The passenger car
rate was raised from $20 to $25
in 2007.

Other types of park passes
will also increase in cost, in-
cluding:
• Motorcycles: Motorcycles

may enter Yellowstone for $25
for one to seven days, or both
parks for $40 for one to seven
days.
• Individuals: Per person fees

will be $15 for Yellowstone or
$20 for both parks.

Most of the fees collected at
the park's five entrance stations

remain in Yellowstone.
"We use our entrance fees

to complete critical projects
that benefit park visitors and
our natural resources," Yel-
lowstone Superintendent Dan
Wenk said in the news release.
"Eighty percent of the nevenue
we collect stays right here in
Yellowstone and funds projects
including road repairs, camp-
ground upgrades, rehabilitation
of park structures, accessibility
improvements for people with
disabilities, radio and utility sys-
tems improvements, native fish
restoration and aquatic invasive
species mitigation." The park
estimates the new entrance fees
will generate $11 million of rev-
enue per year — approximately
$3 million more than current
entrance fee revenue.

Yellowstone is a strong eco-
nomic engine for the region and

Stockman Bank announces promotions
Brenda Chouinard, Kelly

Tyalor and Jason Schumacher
have all received promotions at
Stockman Bank in Dillon.

Chouinard has been promot-
ed to assistant vice president,
operations officer for the Dillon
office. She will oversee and su-
pervise the operations related
functions for the branch. She
will also administer back office
operation concerns and over-
sight of eBiz/Cash Management
services.

Chouinard joined Stockman
Bank in 2001. She has 29 years
of banking experience includ-
ing, new accounts, bookkeeping,
teller and proof operations.

Chouinard is active in the
community serving on the board
of directors for United Way of
Beaverhead County and has pre-
viously served as treasurer, vice
president and president. She
is also involved with the Dillon
Lions Club as treasurer and is
a past member of the board of
directors for the Beaverhead
Chamber of Commerce.

Taylor has been promoted
to assistant vice president con-
sumer/commercial loan officer.
Her responsibilities include

MT Farm Bureau
summer meeting at
Sidney June 9-11

The Montana Farm Bureau
will hold its Summer Confer-
ence June 9-11 in Sidney. The
theme "Energizing Our Grass
roots" will highlight energy
development in the Sidney area
and its effect on farmers and
ranchers. The Summer Confer-
ence is a time when advisory
committees meet to discuss
current agricultural issues and
concerns and surface ideas for
policy development.
On Wednesday, the keynote

speakers will be Rayola Dough-
er, senior economic advisor for
the American Petroleum Insti-
tute, who will address how we
can turn present-day energy and
economic challenges into future
opportunities.

"We're looking forward to
holding our conference in the
northeastern part of the state,"
noted MFBF President Bob Han-
son. "Our summer conference
is a great time for our board to
meet and for our advisory com-
mittees to share any concerns
they have. It's a great time for
our members to hear about new
concepts in ag technology while
enjoying camaraderie with
other Farm Bureau members."

The conference will be head-
quartered in the Microtel Inn in
Sidney. For more information
or to register for the event call
(406) 587-3153 or visit www.
mfblorg. Call the Microtel Inn
at (406)482-9011 and request the
"Montana Farm Bureau" room
block for special $119 confer-
ence rate The room block will
he released May 24. Registra-
tion is due to the state office
by June 1.

developing financing packages
to fit the needs of each business
client, as well as servicing new
and existing commercial loan
relationships.

Taylor, a native of Dillon, has
been with Stockman Bank since
2003 and brings over 16 years
of financial experience to the
position. Her strong financial
background will provide valu-
able resources not only for
customers and potential clients,
but for the community as well.

"Kelly is a great asset to our
team and has been instrumental
in our overall success," com-
ments Shane Puyear, branch
manager of Stockman Bank
Dillon. "Her background in
banking and commitment to
the Dillon community will allow
Stockman to continue to grow
and take care of the area's busi-
ness banking needs."

Taylor is committed to the
community, currently volun-
teering for the Dillon Kiwanis
Club. She is a past member of
the Dillon Jaycees Auxiliary
and served as a board member

for the Beaverhead Chamber of
Commerce.

Schumacher has been pro-
moted to a personal banker.
His responsibilities include
administering installment loans,
assisting with customer ac-
counts and specializing in eBiz/
Cash Management Services,
automatic withdrawals, CDs
and IRAs.

Schumacher has been with
Stockman Bank since 2013. He
has 4 years of financial experi-
ence, which includes personal
banking, customer relations,
cash management and new ac-
counts. He earned his Bachelor
of Science Degree in Business
with a minor in Small Busi-
ness Management, graduating
Magna Cum Laude from the
University of Montana Western
in 2010.
A native of Dillon, Schum-

acher is involved in the com-
munity as a member of Farm
Bureau. He is also involved with
the Dillon Jaycees as treasurer,
golf tournament chair, as well as
concessions chair
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local communities. In 2014, the
park generated $543.7 million in
economic benefits and directly
supported over 6,600 jobs. Pre-
vious fee increases have had no
effect on visitation levels, the
release said.

Park managers proposed a
new structure for entrance fees
and held a public comment peri-
od in November and December
2014. The park solicited com-
ments via mail and online, and
held meetings in Bozeman and
Cody and Jackson, Wyoming.

They also held conference
calls with congressional del-
egation staff, county commis-
sioners, concessioners and
commercial use authorization
holders. The 2014 proposal in-
cluded a one- to three- day pass
that was eliminated based on
public comment.

Health group rates Barrett Hospital
among top Critical Access Hospitals

The National Rural Health
Association (NRHA) recently
named Barrett Hospital &
HealthCare in Dillon, Montana a
Top 20 Critical Access Hospital
(CAH) in the United States, as
determined by iVantage Health
Analytics. The elite group of
Top 20 CAHs was selected from
iVantage's Top 100 CAH list,
which was released earlier this
month. The iVantage Hospital
Strength INDEX'S' is the indus-
try's most comprehensive rat-
ing of US acute care hospitals,
and the only one to include the
country's 1,300 Critical Access
Hospitals.

The determining factors for
the Top 20 CAHs were based on
10 indices of strength, including
quality, outcomes, patient per-

spectives, charge, cost, finan-
cial stability, market size and
growth, competitive strength,
competitive intensity, and popu-
lation risk.
"We are extremely proud of

the efforts of our physicians
and staff members who have
contributed to our hospital
achieving this designation,"
said Ken Westman, CEO. "This
award is the result of the hard
work, compassion, and excel-
lence practiced by our whole
team each and every day."

The NRHA is a nonprofit or-
ganization working to improve
the health and well-being of
rural Americans and providing
leadership on rural health issues
through advocacy, communica-
tions, education and research.

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU
7 DAYS A WEEK + 24. WOURS A DAY 
RADIOLOGY + CT SCAN SERVICES47
4•RUBY VALLEY HOSPITAL

TONyA RomKEMA § JOAN HENDRICKSON ,": MARY ANN BIRDSILL MGR.
PLEASE CALL 1q06; 842-5453 FOR AN APPOINTMENT

§
220E CROFOOT

11R, 
Si4ERIDAN. MONTANA

THE RUBY VALLEY HOSPITAL IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER
Www.RUBYVALLEYHOSPITALcom

600 MT Hwy 91 S
Dillon. MT 59725 BARRETT (406) 683-30(:)0

v. ww.barretthospnal.org
HOSPITAL & HEALTHCARE

"Quality HealthCare With Small Toliu Compasmon -

Barrett Hospital & Health Care is pleased to announce
that we have been ranked a

Top 20
Critical Access Hospital

in the United States by the National Rural
Health Association!

There are 1,332 Critical Access Hospitals
in the United States at this time.

This award is based on
10 indices of strength:

• Quality
• Outcomes
• Patient perspectives

• Charge
• Cost
• Financial Stability
• Market size and growth
• Competitive strength
• Competitive intensity
• Population risk

Thank you
to our physicians and staff

This award is a direct result of your hard work and daily excellence
in providing patient care.

For more information about how rankings are determined, please visit ivantagehealth.com

Bozeman Deaconess
UROLOGICAL ASSOCIATES

Gregory Pothom, MD I Bruce Robertson, MD

PROVIDING SERVICES IN DILLON.

Bjorn Souerwein, MI} Stewart Chumbley, FNP, BC

Bozeman Deaconess Urological Associates provides services at Barrett Healthcare Clinic at 600 State Highway 91 South.
Our urologists specialize in a full range of urologlcal care including the treatment of prostate, kidney,

adrenal, testicular and bladder cancers; sexual dysfunction; infections of the kidney, bladder, prostate and testes; male infertility;
prostate disorders; kidney stones and urinary incontinence.

Call Bozeman Deaconess Urological Associates at (406) 4 14-5300 to make an appointment.

(406) 414-5300 I bdhg.org/urology


