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VIEWPOINT
Rural states losers in new FCC Internet regulation

By Senator Doug Kary
Montana is just beginning to see the makings of a legitimate tech-

nology sector in our state. It's not just in Bozeman and Missoula,

the potential for technology startups exists anywhere in the state

with a decent Internet connection.
The upside is that Montanans in smaller communities have

opportunities to connect to education, start businesses, and reach

global audiences like never before.
It's because that potential opportunity is so important that the

new proposal by the FCC to impose heavy, top-down regulations on

Internet connectivity should have Montanans concerned.

The FCC proposes to begin regulating the Internet just as they

regulated telephone companies in the 1930s (in fact, they're using

the same "Title II" statute that was implemented over 80 years

ago). They want Internet providers to be considered "common

carriers," with a one-sized-fits-all business model mandated for

all interactions between providers and consumers.

Those regulations didn't serve well for telephone service, as
evidenced by the innovation and explosion in consumer choice
that followed the breakup of Ma Bell. They won't serve Internet
consumers or entrepreneurs well either.

The FCC's ruling has created many unfortunate victims through-
out American society. In this case, rural states like Montana will
be the losers.

Under the FCC's rule, Internet companies will find it much more
difficult to invest in new infrastructure. The first investments to
go will be the most marginalized ones: specifically, rural areas with
low population density. When the FCC's rule goes into effect in
June, we can expect that rural Montana will be treated as second-
class citizens with subpar access to the Internet.

Worse, as Internet investment potentially dries up in rural areas
and new technology is deployed in more populous states, the gap
between the Internet haves and have-nots could only widen.

The frustrating part is that the FCC's proposal for increasing

Montana Farm Bureau

applauds Senate approval

to proceed on TPA
The Montana Farm Bureau applauds today's

65-33 Senate approval of the motion to proceed

regarding the Bipartisan Congressional Trade Pri-

orities and Accountability Act of 2015. America's

farmers and ranchers exported more than $152

billion in farm goods last year alone, but that

growth is at serious risk due to non-scientific

standards and high tariffs around the world.

"Montana's economy is based on trade. Farm-

ers export the majority of their grain to the Pacific

Rim and want to open up other opportunities for

more trade. Montana's farmers and ranchers have

quality commodities that are wanted all over the

world," MFBF President Bob Hanson explained.

"The U.S. has not completed a new trade agree-

ment since 2011. Farmers and ranchers need

Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) now to com-

plete important trade negotiations and open new

markets around the world. Passing the TPA will

allow us to move ahead quickly with the Trans-

pacific Partnership (TPP), which would benefit

our state's farmers and ranchers. Anytime we

can put ourselves at a better advantage in trade

negotiations, it benefits Montana agriculture."

The American Farm Bureau, along with state

Farm Bureaus, has been working hard to see that

TPA legislation is passed. TPA allows Congress

to provide valuable oversight to the trade agree-

ment process while the administration represents

the pri orit ies of the U.S. before other countries.
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their regulatory authority over the Internet isn't even necessary.
Over the past thirty years we've had nothing but amazing growth
in Internet availability—all accomplished without the intervention
of the FCC.

Why now, after the existing model has proven itself time and
time again, would we suddenly scrap it and try something else—es-
pecially when that switch is a move from the free and open market
to a Big Government central planning?

Montanans deserve the same Internet accessibility as the rest
of the country and all the education and economic opportunity

that goes with it. Please join with me in encouraging our delega-
tion—Senators Jon Tester and Steve Daines—to support bipartisan

legislation that will keep the Internet free and open.

Senator Doug Kary represents Senate District 22 in Billings.

He is a member of the Senate Energy 8r Telecommunications

Committee,
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THE VIEW OF OUR READERS

My pen is poised,
thanks for reading
To the editor,

Mr, Maness, I know you were upset about my

writing about the Atlanta teachers. That is good!

You should have been upset with the justice sys-

tem in the country.

I submitted my letter before the judge changed

the sentence from 20 to 7 years. Which still seems

severe.
And you must know that T did not write the

information from a Democrat or Republican view

point. I wrote from the viewpoint, what is right

is right and what is wrong is wrong.

And I did not just include Republican politi-

cians as law breakers. I looked at political law

breakers and found that the following numbers

were investigated from the following administra-

tions: Carter 27, Reagan 84, Bush Sr. 71, Clinton

21, Bush Jr. 81 and Obama so far 25. There were

plenty on both sides who broke the law.

I did also mention the Wall Street Bankers who

stole billions of dollars, took away pensions, life

savings. No mention of a political party.

For the life of me I do not know why you want

to protect politicians of either party who cheat,

take bribes, break laws, can't follow the rules of

the land. And then they walk away with little or

no punishment and receive a large pension.

Mr. Maness, you also mention you think I

should retire my pen! Just want you to know there

is still plenty of ink in my pen. Thanks for reading.

LaVon D. Brillhart
Dillon
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