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Mental health to be
Rotary program

Melamya Ryan, Rick Hartz
and Geoff Roach, Beaverhead
Co. Mental Health Local Advi-
sory Council members, will be
the featured speakers at the
noon Rotary meeting scheduled
for Wednesday. Visitors are
welcome. The club meets in the
Guild Hall of St. James Episco-
pal Church, 203 E. Glendale St.

Assist phone demo set

The Montana Telecommu-
nications Access Program will
hold a Technology Fair Assis-
tive Telephones demonstration
Wednesday at the University of
Montana Western Mathews Hall
2-5 p.m., when phones designed
for those who have difficulty
with hearing, vision, mobility
and speech will be demonstrat-
ed. For more information, call
800-833-8503.

Food delivery slated
The Commodity Supplemen-

tal Food Program delivers food
boxes to seniors on the fourth
Saturday of each month. People
looking to pickup or deliver
boxes should meet Maureen
Wood this Saturday, May 23,
at 9:30 a.m. in the alley behind

post office in downtown Dillon.
For more information, call (406)
865-0747.

Weekend offers 2-day

youth rodeo in Dillon

The Southwest Montana
Youth Rodeo Association holds a
Youth Rodeo in Dillon Saturday
and Sunday. Events will include:
barrel racing, dummy rop-
ing, pole bending, flag racing,
breakaway roping (ages 11-18),
team roping (ages 11-18), steer
riding (ages 8-13), tie-down rop-
ing (ages 14-18), boys calf chute
tying (ages 11-18), goat tail ty-
ing (ages 7 and under) and girls
goat tying (ages 8-18). Enter on
May 14 from 10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
For more information, cal Peggy
Smith at 406-693-2433.

Dillon Expo date nears
The Dillon Expo and Trade

Show takes over the B.W. Lodge
Gym, 419 Thomsen Ave. in
Dillon, 4-9 p.m. Friday, May 29
and Saturday, May 30 from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission is free.
The event will feature numerous
vendors, door prizes, contests,
live music, dancers and fun
for the whole family. For more
information, call 406-683-2331
or 406-683-2800.

James gang to perform
at Virginia City center

Jean and Sandy James of
Dillon will perform at the El-
ling House in Virginia City, this
Saturday. An art show and artist
reception will begin at 5:30 p.m.
for Jean James and then at 7
p.m., Sandy James will entertain
with his humorous and satirical
songs.

Jean began her art career
in her early twenties when
she began learning watercolor
painting from the late Hilton
Leech. She studied at his sum-
mer school in Virginia City,
Montana and at his school in
Sarasota, Florida In 1981, Jean
took a stained glass class from
Kennedys Stained Glass and fell
in love with the medium. After
years of designing and fabricat-
ing glass, she found a way to
return to her love of painting by
combining oxides and enamels
with glass and firing the pieces
in the kiln.

Raised on a ranch and mar-
ried to a rancher, Jean has a
passion for Montana history,
geology and landscape. She also
has an interest in space explore-
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members of the public.
"We would like to have better

participation at meetings. But
sometimes it's hard for people to
make them," said Miller of the
City Study Commission's regu-
lar monthly meetings, which are
held the second Tuesday of each
month, starting at 7 p.m. in the
Dillon City Council Chambers.

"So, they can write a letter
to the city with their input or
just call me or talk to one of us
when they see us on the street,"
said Miller, who is also setting
up an email address with the
city where people can send their
suggestions.

"We're very open to anyone's
thoughts."

That openness is perhaps
best evidenced by the three
main suggestions for reforming
city government the Commis-
sion is currently exploring—
suggestions that were all given
to it by members of the public.

The first suggestion would
be downsizing the Dillon City
Council, from eight members
to seven.

"It seems to be hard to get
people to serve on the City Coun-

cil, and having one less member
might make it easier to get a full
Council," said Miller.

The elimination of one seat
on the Council—which seats a
pair of people from each of the
city's four wards—leads directly
to the City Study Commission's
next avenue of potential reform,
doing away with wards.

"If you look at the way the
wards are set up, we might
be able to get more people to
participate in city government
if Dillon just elected its City
Council as at-large members to
represent the whole city," said
Miller, a Dillon resident for
more than half a century.
The third suggestion the

study commission is looking into
would be to empower Dillon's
mayor to appoint city officers—
with consultation from the City
Council, but without Council's
consent, as is currently required
by city law.

That need for consent
of Council led to months of
stalemate between the Dillon
City Council and Mayor Mike
Klakken last year after Klakken
was elected mayor and tried to

replace the longtime city attor-
ney and city treasurer with his
own appointees.

"That would be a big change,"
admitted Miller, "but we saw
last year what can happen under
the current situation."

To get more public input, the
City Study Commission mailed
out a survey this month to 1400
city residents, who can answer
it anonymously.

Miller said returned surveys
will be analyzed by the City
Study Commission with help
from Dr. Steven Swinford of
Montana State University's
Department of Sociology and
Anthropology.

"In about three weeks, he'll
write up a report and send it to
us, and we'll do a final report
on the survey," said Miller, who
hopes to get any reform sugges-
tions the survey indicates Dillon
residents are enthusiastic about
onto the ballot for this Novem-
ber's municipal election.
"We actually have a two-year

window, but we're hoping to get
it done this year. And the way
we're moving along, I think we'll
be able to do that."

tion based on the beauty of the-
Hubble Telescope photographs
She is currently bringing ho
man forms and portraiture to
her glass and painting with egg
tempera on true gesso panels.

Robert Alexander James.
known as Sandy, was born to a
pioneering Horse Prairie ranch-
ing family in 1946. His mother
and father were both proficient
musicians. He was, from the
beginning, the family renegade,
avoiding a more classical ap-
proach to music from listening
to Western music in the bunk-
house with the hired men.

Sandy has been writing
songs for the last 25 years. He
sings to his own piano accompa-
niment and entertains audiences
with his unique and humorous
outlook on contemporary living
and politics. Although he has
written a few parodies to well
known songs, he generally com-
poses his own music to match
the lyrics of his songs. Anything
is fair game for this humorist
who has a talent for subtleties
that are worth close scrutiny.
Topics range from food fads
to global warming and suicide
bombers.
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ASSISTED LIVING of DILLON

A lifestyle you deserve
in a country setting you can afford.

Rooms starting at
$2,850.00

• Month-to-Month Rent
• Short term stays available
• 3 meals served daily
• Daily scheduled activities
• Linen & personal laundry
• Weekly housekeeping
• 24-hour staffing
• Emergency call system
• And much, much more...

1000W. Highway 91 S.
Dillon, MT

Call for more information
& schedule a tour today!

(406) 683-6867

Don't miss
a single issue!

Subscribe today (406) 683-2331 r
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Pint Night Fundraiser
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More into at beaverheadtrails.org

$1 from every drink

goes to BTC projects

DILLON COLLISION CENTER

YEARS

Thanks to all our customers
from Beaverhead County
and surrounding areas for
your continued patronage
over the. past 20 years.

520 N. MONTANA ST. • DILLON, MT


