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The Dillon Tribune's
2015 Dillonaires of the Year

"Making Dillon a better place"

In the wood yard
In the photo above. Harry Neeley, Steve Morehouse, Mark Hooks and Monte Elliot toil at splittiri wood in preparation for the burning season. For 21

years. the Wood Bank Ministry has supplied delivery of wood to those in need. Over 91 voluntee. s aided the cause in 2014. Tom McKnight photo

Group-Wood Bank Ministry
Father Harry Neeley and members of his flock

started the St. James Episcopal Church Wood Bank
Ministry 21 years ago with the mission to supply
heating fuel to the elderly, handicapped and low
income citizens who use wood burning stoves. In
2014, the group delivered over 300 cords of wood
to meet the needs of 111 qualified clients.

Neeley, who at 82 will retire from the project in
a few days, will hand the reigns over to a non-profit
board of directors at the first of the year. He says
at his age he just can't do the work anymore. He
is confident that the newly formed Beaverhead
Wood Bank Ministry will continue the fine work of
the many volunteer woodchucks and woodchucks
from years past.

Neeley says that in 2014 there were 91 volun-

teers that helped with the project. Those helpers
included cadets from the Montana Youth ChalleNGe
Academy and students from the University of
Montana Western.

The Wood Bank suppliers have been Nygren
Sawmill, Tash Post and Pole, Pulaski Post and Pole
and John and Phylis Erb. Through the years tohe-
group has actively pursued and landed grants from
various local giving organizations.
The Wood Bank Ministry did not see a need to

re-invent the wheel and uses the same qualifying
criteria as the Food Bank. People who qualifiy for
help through the food bank automatically qualify
for assistance from the wood bank. The application
is a simple one-page document.

Individual
Gail Kuntz

Dillon's Gail Kuntz has been Santa's
helper for 27 years, administering a
program that delivers to the low income
children of the Dillon area Christmas
presents on par with those of their
friends.

The Giving Tree. a local effort to
ensure all children in the area regard-
less of financial status enjoy a merry
Christmas, delivered gifts to 183 chil-
dren this past Christmas. Each child
received two gifts. Kuntz says the
program delivered presents to 40 more
children this year than it did in 2014.

Kuntz picked up the program 27
years ago when she worked for the
Department of Family Services. The
Giving Tree had been going for a year
or two before she became involved.
Under Kuntz's leadership, the program
began receiving financial donations
and that was when Kuntz said the state
expressed a desire to take over the
financial aspect of the program.

"They thought I ought to put the

monies the state coffers," recalled
Kuntz. "I said no and that's when I
took over."

"I am not a judge," said Kuntz of
the application criteria. "I leave that
to somebody higher than me. If they
put in a request, they get their gifts."

Gift tags are placed on the trees and
generous program supporters come in,
pull a tag, and fill the requests. This
year the gifts were due by Dec. 18 to
ensure a timely delivery.

Kuntz says she has five or six friends
who have faithfully served as elves
throughout the years. In addition to the
help provided this year by the Masons,
KCI offered employee help through
their community service program. Em-
ployees would come across the street
to the downtown Giving Tree location
and donate an hour of their time.

For making sure all of the children
in our area enjoy a merry Christmas,
we celebrate Gail Kuntz as the "2015
Dillonaire of the Year".

The wood bank covers Beaverhead County, parts
of Silver Bow County near Melrose, and the west-
ern half of Madison County. Recently, the group
created a Sheridan-based wood bank to serve the
Madison and Silver Bow County areas.

Neeley says the wood bank is open 24 hours a day.
seven days a week, and 365 days a year. If a client
needs a supply of wood, it is immediately delivered.

For more information on the wood bank, either to
volunteer time or to apply for service, call 596-3690.
The Wood Bank Ministry has for over two

decades meet the heating needs of area elderly,
handicapped and low income citizens. The Dillon
Tribune recognizes the unselfish effort of the group
and proudly names the organization "2015 Dillon-
aires of the Year".

Sleigh bells ring
Gail Kuntz was loaded tip and ready to deliver another load of gifts when

this photo was taken Dec 21_ Kuntz has been leading the Giving Tree

Program for 27 years. J P Pion photo

_

The Dillon Tribune's "Dillonaire of the Year" award history

Group Award

2015- Wood Bank Ministry.

Individual Award

2015- Gail Kuntz, Santa's helper.

2014- BCHS Board and Administration. 2014- Gunnar Maisch, unselfish student.

2013- Great Harvest Bread Franchising Co. 2013- Joe Morstein, friend and helper.

2012- Beaverhead Business Builders 2012- Terry Thomas, coach and mentor.

2011 - Beaverhead Search & Rescue. 2011 - "The General" Jim Womack, community icon.

2010- Montana Youth ChalleNGe Academy. 2010- John Plutt Jr., community helper.

2009- Dillon Volunteer Fire Department. 2009- Forrest Karlsgodt, good samaritan.

2008 - Dillon Jaycees. 2008- Ron Lake, Veterans' Park developer

The thicker
blue line

Dillon Police
•

increase area
school presence

liv NI.P. Regan
Dillon Tribune staff

Dillon Assistant Police Chief Don
Guiberson smiled and laughed like a
beloved uncle as he moved through
the crowd of students gathered in the
Dillon Elementary School District 010
cafeteria during the lunch hour one day
earlier this month.

He exchanged friendly, enthusiastic
greetings with just about everyone he
came across, from kindergartners to
school administrators. ,

He got high fives from some stu-
dents.

He got invited by a group of grade
schoolers to sit down at a table that
came up to about his knees.

He even got a few hugs.
Some students whispered tips to him

about petty crimes they'd heard about.
But Guiberson wasn't there for help

solving misdemeanors that had already
been committed, but to help prevent
perhaps the most serious crime of
all—deadly acts of violence against
children in schools.

"We're just letting people know that
the police might pay a visit to the local
schools at any time," said Dillon Police
Chief Paul Craft of a push this year by
Guiberson and the rest of his officers to
make more unscheduled visits to local
schools during school hours.

"There won't necessarily be a patrol
car parked outside the school. And
there's no schedule to it. We could be
up there at any time just to say, hi, and
to check in, to make sure everything
is okay."

Persistent but intentionally spo-
radic, so as to remain unpredictable to
anyone who might be contemplating a
violent act at a local school, these kinds
of visits from the local police have
increased in frequency in response to
a series of incidents of mass violence
at schools across the U.S. and anony-
mous threats of violence lodged against
Dillon schools in recent years.

"I've never seen anything like it
before; it stymies my imagination,"
commented Craft of the rash of school
shootings around the country and the
flurry of menacing messages delivered
by various means to area schools in
recent years.

Despite a half-dozen threats--via
email, voice message and wall graf-
fiti—against its local schools over the
past two school years, Dillon has not
experienced any acts of serious, large-
scale school violence.

And local law enforcement officers
are doing whatever they can with lim-
ited resources to keep it that way.
"We err on the side of caution, and

try to make it as safe an environment as
we can for the schools," declared Craft.
who last month helped SD #10 with
two evacuations performed over the
course of just two weeks in response
to bomb threats.
"And it's not only for the students at

SD #10. We do the same thing with the
high school and the college," continued
Craft, whose police station is located a
short sprint from Beaverhead County
High School- the target of four anony
mous threats of violence in the past 20
months.

Local school officials are also doing
what they can to address the issue.
"We have been increasing our num-

ber of drills and trainings, not only with
police, hut with all local emergency
responders." said University of Mon
tana Western Dean of Students Nicole
Ilazelbaker. who earlier this month
welcomed Chief Craft to the UMW
campus for a presentation on lock -
downs and other emergency protocols
for the Dillon based college's students
and staffers.

"rhey are coming on campus more
The police, the fire department, the
ambulance crews—they all know where
to go when they get a call from us and
are familiar with our buildings," said
Hazelhaker. who recently distributed
the FBI video Run. Hide. Fight. Surviv-
ing an Active Shooter Event to mem-
bers of the Montana Western campus
community

Contlound to page 3
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