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Griz Grinch
Bulldogs

By M.P. Regan
Dillon Tribune staff

The University of Montana men's
basketball team served as hostile holi-
day hosts to its University of Montana
Western counterpart last week.

The Griz topped the Dawgs, 75-43,
last Tuesday afternoon at Dahlberg
Arena in Missoula.
UM clamped down defensively on

UMW, limiting its guests to 15 of 56
(26.8 percent) from the field, while
converting its own shot attempts at
almost twice that rate (28 of 53; 52.8
percent)—and throwing in some show-
boat slams for ill measure.

Shyke Smalls emerged as the only
Bulldog to get into double figures in
scoring, with 11 points, while team-
mate Quinn Smith managed to record
six points and a half-dozen rebounds.

Martin Bruenig led the Griz with 19
points and eight rebounds.

The Dawgs mustered zero shot
blocks and just five assists in the lop-
sided contest, though they did out-steal
their Grinchian hosts, 9 to 6.

The Division 1 Griz more than
doubled up their NAIA visitors, 43-20,
in the first half, but found the going
tougher in the second half, when the
hosts carved out just a nine-point ad-
vantage (32-23).
The Dawgs (7-7) are currently

participating in a holiday tourney at
Rocky Mountain College in Billings,
where they took on Thompson Rivers
last night after the Dillon Tribune went
to press, and face off against former
Frontier Conference stablemate Dick-
inson State tonight.

Look for recaps of this week's Bull-
dog games in Billings in next week's
Tribune.

Award winner
Dillon's Chuck Molenda, the official

score keeper for UMW men's basket-

ball the past 24 years. received the

Frontier Conference Service Award

during a recent home game.

Frontier Conference honors
Dillon's Chuck Molenda

The Frontier Conference recognized
Montana Western official score keeper
Chuck Molenda with the Frontier Con-
ference Service Award for his dedica-
tion and efforts over the past 24 years.

Since 1968, Montana Western has
only had three men's basketball coach-
es. Molenda has been the official score
keeper for all three of those coaches;
Casey Keltz, Mark Durham and current
head coach Steve Keller.

Molenda was presented with the
award by Frontier Conference com-
missioner Kent Paulson, Montana
Western chancellor Beth Weatherby
and Montana Western athletic director
Ryan Nourse at Saturday's Frontier
Conference home game as the Bulldogs
took on MSU-Northern.

Recipients of the Service Award are
selected by the league's athletic direc-
tors and represent individuals who
have made significant contributions to
the Frontier Conference.

The service award is given annu-
ally to an individual or group for long-
standing exceptional service.

Maverick Ski Parade Thurs.
Maverick Mountain will host its

traditional New Year's Eve Torchlight
Parade on New Year's Eve, Thursday,
Dec. 31, starting at dusk. A New Year's
Eve Party will follow in the Maverick
Lodge. where Dillon band Rabbit Stew
will provide the live music and danc-
ing inspiration. Admission is free. For
more information, call 406-834-3454.

Inside
Dillon's Logan Wilson rips down.a rebound while Nick Huber stands at the ready during a Class A non-conference

game at Livingston last week. Dillon's long road journey will end with their first home game of the season Jan. 7

versus Butte Central I vingston Enterpnse/Hunter D Antuono photo

Beavers take 4-1 record to break
By J.P. Plutt

Dillon Tribune staff
The Dillon Beavers handled the Livingston Rangers on

the road in Park County last Tuesday evening, 57-48, to im-
prove to 4-1 on the season. To date, the Beavers have been
road warriors, playing a non-conference slate that includes
a 1-1 record versus AA schools.

Dillon took control of the ball game early, jumping out
to an early 22-4 lead in the first quarter. Livingston made a
run late in the third quarter and early in the fourth quarter,
but solid play from Dillon preserved the victory.
"We built a big lead and then we played solid throughout

the game," said Dillon coach Terry Thomas. "It started with
defense and then our offense was very good - the kids did
an excellent job of moving the ball and being unselfish."

Leaders in the unselfish department were Troy Andersen
with 5 assists and Tanner Haverfield with 3. Haverfield tied
for team-high scoring honors with 13 points and he snared
7 rebounds. Nate Simkins joined Haverfield in double digit
scoring with 13.

Logan Wilson ripped down a team-high 10 rebounds.
Dillon won the game at the free throw line, drawing fouls

with their agressive attack of the rim The Beavers hit 17

of 23 free throws, while the more passive Rangers, content
to fire from long range, made 4 of their 5 attempts from
the charity stripe.

"It was important to regroup and get a win after the
Helena game," said Thomas. Livingston has two of the best
players, in the Central A in the Rickets and Lehrer. They
were both all-state last year and each conference only gets
three picks."

Rickets and Lehrer are 6-5 and 6-4, one plays the point and
the other handles the shooting guard role. Dillon forced
the shooters further and further from the rim. Rickets, a
three-year starter and four-year letter winner, hit 6 of 13
from beyond the arc and ended the contest with a game-high
11 points. Lehrer did a lot of dishing and scored 5 points.

From a team standpoint, we just did a great job of shot
selection which gave us a chance to knock down some
shots, and we rebounded well (winning the hoards 28-18)."
said Thomas.

The Dillon coach felt seamless transition between their
different schemes - full-court press, half-court zone, and
full-court man - proved instrumental in keeping Livings-
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BCHS wrestlers
open year with
home tourney

The Beaverhead County High School
wrestling team will host the Dillon Du-
als, a one-day mat meet on Jan. 2. The
three round event will bring together
three teams from the Northwestern A
and three teams from the Southwestern
A. The two conferences will battle foes
from the other league.

Dillon, Hamilton and Butte Central
are all members of the Southwestern
A. The will alternate matches with
Polsom, Whitefish and Frenchtown of
the Northwestern A.

In a revised divisional format this
year, the Northwestern A and South-
western A will combine for a divisional
meet at Whitefish. Each of the nine
teams can enter two wrestlers per
weight class. The top eight wrestlers
will advance to the Montana State A
wrestling tournament at Billings.

"This gives the teams the opportu-
nity to get in a lot of matches after the
break," said Dillon coach T.J. Nelson.
"We've already had Columbia Falls (of
the NW A) down, and thiqoa great venue
to see some of those other schools."

Between rounds in Dillon on Sat-
urday, exhibition matches will be con-
tested, allowing coaches to also get an
eye on potential bracket busters from
the subvarsity ranks who will battle at
divisional in the varsity bracket.

Dillon Duals, Jan. 2
at B.W. Lodge Gym

1 p.m. -Dillon v. Poison, Hamilton v.
Whitefish, Butte Central v. Frenchtown.

2:30 p.m. - Dillon v. Whitefish, Ham-
ilton v. Frenchtown, Butte Central v
Poison.
4 p.m. - Dillon v. Frenchtown, Hamil-

ton v. Poison, Butte Central v. Whitefish.

FWP fish pond
grants available

Groups or individuals interested in
constructing or improving a commu-
nity fishing pond have until Feb. 1 to
apply for a Montana Fish, Wildlife &
Parks for Community Pond Program
grant.

Applicants must provide at least
30 percent of the total project cost,
which can include contributions such
as heavy equipment time, construction
materials, labor, engineering services,
and more. Anyone wishing to sponsor
a project may apply. A total of $25,000
in grant funds is available.

Since 2003, the Community Pond
Program has funded projects that ben-
efit young anglers and their families by
providing locations where individuals
of all ages can learn angling skills.
Additional information on the Commu-
nity Pond Program, including a grant
application form, is available on the
FWP website at fwp.mt.gov, then click
"Community Pond Program".

Applications, which are accepted
each year, must be submitted on or be-
fore Feb. 1. Applicants are encouraged
to work with their local FWP fisheries
biologist to plan the project. For more

, information, call FWP at 406 444-2432

Lady Beavers better Livingston at Park County
By Jess Alberi

Dillon Tribune sports
Defense earned the Dillon Lady

Beavers basketball team a noteworthy
win last Tuesday in Livingston, where
the Dillon girls took down Park County,
50-36.

The Dillon D keyed a critical 24-10
run, during which the Beavs held their
hosts without a field goal for over 12
minutes across two quarters of the
second half.
"We are very proud of our effort on

the road against a scrappy Livingston
Ranger team," said Beaver Head Coach
Gabe Walker.
"The girls played together on both

ends and were able to hold the hot-
shooting Rangers to just 10 points in
the second half."

After taking a 26-26 tie into the half-
time intermission, the teams returned
to the court in the third quarter, only to
see their scoring all but stop over the
next eight minutes of play.

Every shot from the floor attempted
by the Beavers and the Rangers missed
the mark, except for three free throws
by Park and a trio of threes shot by
Dillon senior Rachael Nye.

Nye hit 3 of 5 shots from behind
the arc in the period, powering a 9-3
momentum swing toward Dillon.

"Rachael Nye had a big night for us,"
said Walker of the senior from Win
Bridges. "She was the only player to
score for us in the third quarter, and
also played terrific defense for us for
all four quarters."

The Beavers 2-3 zone continues to
be the backbone of their team, giving

them the ability to keep opponents un-
der pressure and to sustain themselves
through their own scoring droughts.

Nye and the defense were respon-
sible for Dillon establishing a 35-29
lead during the first eight minutes of
the second half.

But the whole team got involved
in the game's final quarter, when the
Beavs held the Rangers to seven points,
while putting up 15 of their own.

The Beavers also put on a clinic
for all in attendance on how to break a
full-court press, as time and again the
Dillon girls busted through the Park
pressure and made the home team pay
with open looks down low.

"This was a great team effort to
get a win on the road going into the
Christmas break," said Walker of his
team's victory in the non-conference
Class A matchup.

The Beavers had three girls reach
double-digits against Park.

Nye led the team with 17 points,
shooting 3 for 3 inside the arc and 3 of
6 from beyond it.

Brynley Fitzgerald knocked do tA n

seven of eight free throws on her was.
to 15 points and Alex Rouse rounded
out Dillon's trio of top scorers with 10.

The Beavers also got points from
Bailey Berriochoa, Paige Rouse and
Kathleen lIttarka.

The Beavers will have the rest of
the holiday break off, but will return
to the hardwood next Thursday, Jan. 7,
when they host Butte Central at 6 p in
in the B.W. Lodge, with a game between
the two schools' boys varsity teams to
follow at 7:30 p m

Pressure
Lady Beaver Kylie Christiansen closes in on Ranger Ella McKenzie

during Dillon's 50-36 win over Livingston last Tuesday tivingston Enterprise/
Hunter D'Antuono photo


