
STUDENTS GATHER ON THE LAWN AT EASTERN MONTANA COLLEGE 

EMC NOTES. GROWTH 
OVER 37 YEAR PERIOD 

—Retort photo by Peter R. Schmidt. 

READERS THEATER—Margaret Moore of Lewistown 
and Neil Poling of Glasgow were narrators for "Those 
Who Killed Our Presidents," the first portion of Read-
ers Theater presentation at Eastern Montana College 
during Winter Quarter. 

Banked by the famous Rimrocks and overlooking the Yel-
lowstone Valley and Beartooth Mountains, Eastern Montana 
College will celebrate its 37th birthday this fall. 

Not only for the students, but 
also for the Billings area people, 
Eastern has brought in such out-
standing programs by world fa-
mous artists as Anna Russell, 
Richard Dyer-Bennett, the Don 
Cossack Chorus, Norman Luboff 
Choir, Fred Waring and Roger 
Williams. 

These are only a few of the 
attractions that have appeared on 
campus in recent years. 

Public Concerts 
Public concerts are presented 

by school musical groups, par-
ticularly the Mardrigals. There 
are also student recitals. An an-
nual musical production to in-
volve music, drama and art, is 
staged. In recent years these pro-
ductions have included "Wonder-
ful Town," " T h e Boyfriend," 
"Finian's Rainbow," and "The 
Fantasticks." 

Humanities Hall, formerly the 
Student Union Building, is one of 
the newer buildings on campus. 
For music it includes a large re-
hearsal-recital room, combination 
studio offices, practice rooms, 
listening rooms, a large music 
library, instrument storage room 
and classrooms. 

This Spring Vacation the 10 
Readers Theater members are 
visiting Sidney, Miles City, Glas-
gow, Lewistown and Great Falls 
to present speech programs cen-
tered around children, religion, 
dramatics or history. 

During Winter Quarter at East-
ern the program title was "Those 
Who Killed Our Presidents" and 
"Just For Fun." 

Members Named 
Members of Readers Theater 

include Doug Losee, Bob Middle-
ton, Judy Knutson, Barbara Zieg-
ler and Carlene Ames, all of Bil-
lings; Neil Poling of Glasgow; 
Ray McKerrow of Great Falls; 
Doug Wilson of Miles City; Mar-
garet Moore of Lewistown, and 
Aletha Whiteman of Sidney. 

But Eastern's speech activities 
do not stop with Readers Theater. 
The forensics group, comprising 
about 25 students, enters nine 
speech tournaments a n n u all y. 
Twenty scholarships are available 
for these students. 

This year members have travel-
ed as far as California and Michi-
gan. Usually the tournaments are 
within a five -state area: Montana, 
Utah, Nevada, Idaho and Oregon. 

Radio Station 
Through the Speech Depart-

ment, a campus radio station, 
KEMC, is in operation, and East-
ern hopes in the near future to 
have an FM station on campus. 

For speech students, recording 

Of the 104 faculty members at 
Eastern Montana College, 31 hold 
doctorate degrees, 66 have their 
master degree, and seven have 
bachelor degrees, or the equiva-
lent. 

The music library contains a 
collection of recordings and music 
scores for study and recreational 
listening. Record playing equip-
ment includes the finest in stereo 
reproduction. The Humanities 
Division is also the proud owner 
of a new concert piano. 

Symphony Chorus 
Billings has a Symphony 

Chorus which is open to all in-
terested Eastern students by try-
out. College credit is available. 
This 80-voice community chorus, 
which performs with the Billings 
Symphony Orchestra, has in re-
cent seasons per f or m e d such 
works as Mendelssohn's "Elijah," 
Kodaly's "Psalmus Hungaricus," 
Oriff's "Carmina Burana," Han-
del's "Israel in Egypt," Brahm's 
and Verdi's "Requiems," and a 
concert version of "Carmen." 

Billings also offers membership 
tryout in the Symphony Orches-
tra, where college credit is also 
available. The Symphony has 
been long recognized as one of 
the finest community orchestras 
in the Northwest, and gives five 
concerts each year, plus a chil-
dren's concert and out-of-town 
appearances. 

and taping machines, and all cut-
ting facilities are available. This 
equipment is frequently used by 
other students and faculty too, for 
permanent recordings, for fun or 
even a record to send home. 

ing, 1961, and Rimrock Hall, 1962. 
Originally known as the East-

ern Montana State Normal School, 
the college was planned as a 
two-year elementary teacher pre-
paration institution. 

Dr. Lynn B. McMullen was the 
first president. Eastern continued 
as a normal school until the end 
of World War II when its ex-
plosive growth began. 

Dr. A. G. Peterson succeeded 
Dr. McMullen in 1945, and pre 
-professional and pre-liberal arts 
programs w e r e established to 
supplement the education cur- 
riculum. 

College Grows 
The following year, the first 

four-year degree was authorized 
for elementary education. In 1949, 
the vocational business depart-
ment was added and the name of 
the college was changed to East-
ern Montana College of Educa-
tion. 

In 1954, Eastern was also au-
thorized to grant the bachelor of 
science degree in secondary edu-
cation and the master of science 
degree in education. 

Dr. H. L. Steele became presi-
dent of the college in 1957. Under 
his leadership Eastern obtained a 
physical education building in 
1961 and a multi-story student 
services building in 1962. Pres-
ently plans are progressing for a 
dormitory, library and Cerebral 
Palsy Center. 

Standard Maintained 
Eastern is supported by state 

funds and operated under the au-
thority of the Montana State 
Board of Education, ex-officio 
Board of Regents of the Univer-
sity of Montana. 

Maintenance of the highest 
academic and professional stand-
ards entitles Eastern to accredita-
tion by the Northwest Association 
of Secondary and Higher Schools 
and by the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Edu-
cation. 

Twenty-seven Eastern students 
were named in "Who's Who 
Among Students in American 
Universities and Colleges" for 
1963-64. 

EMC Student 
Quota Reaches 
Highest Peak 

Over 20,000 students have pas-
sed through the educational doors 
of Eastern Montana College—stu-
dents that are drawn from across 
the country, from New York to 
California, from Canada to Ari-
zona, from foreign countries, and 
especially f r o m the Treasure 
State, Montana. 

In 1927, by holding classes in 
downtown Billings buildings, 
Eastern had its birth with a fac-
ulty of 14 and a student enroll-
ment of 145. Today Eastern is 
more than 13 times its original 
size and has more than doubled 
its enrollment since 1958. 

Presently Eastern has 104 fac-
ulty members and an enrollment 
of 1,931. Eastern reached two 
new enrollment marks with the 
onset of the 1964 Winter Quarter. 
For the first time in history the 
full-time student enrollment has 
reached 1,719, a figure which also 
surpasses Fall Quarter's tabula-
tion of 1,699 full-time students—
thus showing a six per cent in-
crease. 

Besides the full-time Winter 
Quarter students, about 200 more 
are registered in extension cour-
ses being held in such towns as 
Roundup, Lewistown, Circle, Har-
din, and Laurel. Another 156 are 
part-time students on campus. 

In June of 1963, EMC graduated 
about 220 students in elementary 
and secondary education. This 
academic year the 84 Summer 
Session graduates, 25 Fall Quarter 
and 21 Winter Quarter graduates 
will attend commencement exer-
cises June 8 with about another 
100 students expected to complete 
graduation requirements Spring 
Quarter. 

This year 55 per cent of East-
ern's students are enrolled in edu-
cation, and 45 percent are in pre-
professional study-areas. 

Ranking third in Montana hold-
ings ,the Eastern Montana College 
library has 55,800 books and 508 
periodicals. 

MUSIC PROVES TO BE MAJOR 
FACTOR IN STUDENTS' LIVES 

Music has become a major part of life at Eastern, perhaps 
without the students even realizing it. The music department 
has grown, both in size and participation, so rapidly that it is 
becoming difficult to keep abreast of demands and schedules. 

Eastern, built on 52 acres of 
ground donated to the state by 
the citizens of Eastern Montana, 
has been the fastest growing Mon-
tana college in the last six years. 

Students used the facilities of 
the Billings school system and 
local downtown buildings until 
1935 when McMullen Hall was 
completed. 

Buildings Listed 
There are now nine buildings 

on campus. Buildings and grounds 
are valued at $6 million. Build-
ings, and the year they were con-
structed: McMullen Hall, 1935; 
Annex, 1945; Science Hall, 1947; 
Cisel Hall, 1951; Education Build-
ing, 1954; Humanities Hall, 1955; 
Apsaruke Hall, 1957; P. E. Build- 

SPEECH DEPARTMENT EXPANDS, 
READERS THEATER IS ORGANIZED 

A new speech organization, Readers Theater, came into ex-
istence Winter Quarter under the guidance of Earl Keffer, 
speech instructor. The format calls for three on-campus pro-
grams annually and a Spring Vacation conducted tour. 
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