
SCULPTOR—Wayne Schuster sculpts a 
cast porcelain head of model Evelyn Knell 
in Eastern's Ceramic Laboratory. The 

three-spouted jug by John Northcut was 
entered in the Student Independent Art 
Show. 

Liberal Arts Degree Request 
Explained By MSC President 

EMC Offers Pre-Professional, 
Pre-Liberal Arts Programs 

By DR. LEON JOHNSON, President 
Montana State College 

You have probably read the newspaper account of the com-
mittee report on the liberal arts question at Eastern Montana 
College of Education. Since I was a member of that committee 
I thought I owed you a brief account of what transpired. 

Although Eastern offers degrees only in elementary and sec-
ondary education, general courses of a pre-professional, pre 
-liberal arts and semi-professional nature are also offered. 

The question posed to the com-
mittee by the Regents was this: 
Is a liberal arts program at East-
ern Montana College of Education 
feasible? 

Our group met several times 
and examined many facets of the 
issue, such as: 1. How the Pro-
gram Would Fit Into the Univer-
sity System. 2. Faculty. 3. Li-
brary. 4. Space. 5. Enrollments. 
6. Course Data. 7. Relation of the 
Proposed Program to Other Col-
leges in the State. 8. Cost. 9. Na-
tional Trends. 

Two Alternatives 
After careful consideration of 

all of these factors it seemed to 
some of us that there were only 
two alternatives for the future of 
Eastern Montana College of Edu-
cation, and the selection of one 
of these alternatives was neces-
sary before a final judgment on 
the matter of feasibility could be 
rendered. 

These alternatives were: 
Should Eastern Montana Col-

lege of Education continue to be 
primarily a teacher training in-
stitution or should it be rolled 
back to a junior college function? 

Only One Answer 
Critical examination of these 

alternatives permits only one logi-
cal answer. Eastern Montana 
College of Education cannot be 
rolled back to a junior college 
status and, therefore, it must con-
tinue as a teacher training in-
stitution. 

If EMCE is to train teachers 
then it should be permitted to do 
this job well. We cannot afford 
to do otherwise, because to down-
grade or cheapen our teacher pre-
paratory programs would weaken 
our entire educational system. 

There is a trend across the 
country to change the method of 
training teachers, especially those 
who would teach in our second-
ary schools, from the traditional 
undergraduate degree in Educa-
tion to a B.A. in a subject matter 
field capped by a fifth year in 
professional education. 

Johnson Concurs 
Many thoughtful educators 

across our country are advocating 
this approach and I concur with 
them. EMCE now has sufficient 
upper division course offerings to 
offer minimal B.A. degrees in 
English, history, and mathematics. 

The facilities, including the 
library, are admittedly below par. 
These should all be strengthened 
even though no B.A. degrees were 
to be approved. 

The faculty and the administra-
tion at EMCE in its request for a 
liberal arts program has pledged 
itself to adding only those courses 
which would be necessary and 
desirable for the t r a i n i n g of 
teachers. 

Pledge Accepted 
The majority of the committee 

accepted this pledge in good faith 
and has put itself on record that 
the approval of the liberal arts 
degree program at EMCE in no 
way was to be considered as an 
endorsement to create another 
multipurpose institution or a third 
university. 

That some students who do not 
intend to become teachers will be 
graduated from EMCE with B.A.  

degrees is beside the point. Su-
perior students will continue to 
seek out institutions with su-
perior programs in their chosen 
fields of interest. 

Furthermore, we will face ra-
pidly rising enrollments in the 
immediate years ahead and the 
Montana University System edu-
cational plant, taken as a whole, 
is inadequate to meet the needs 
of the increased numbers of stu-
dents without expansion. 

No Need to Fear 
I can see no reason why we 

need to fear any serious competi-
tion from our sister institution in 
Billings. It might even become a 
good source of well-trained stu-
dents for our growing graduate 
programs. 

I could not in good conscience 
argue for B.A. degrees at our own 
institution without applying the 
same argument in behalf of East-
ern Montana College of Educa-
tion. You may not agree with my 
stand but I hope you will under-
stand my position. 

During last Fall Quarter, 15 
students had straight "A" aver-
ages and 112 were on the Honor 
Roll at Eastern Montana College. 

Dr. C. Robert Waterman, Dr. 
Lincoln J. Aikins and Dr. Helene 
Northcutt were faculty members 
at Eastern named in "Who's Who 
in American Education" for 1963-
64. 

The Art Department of Eastern 
operates under the belief that 
student art has a quality all of 
its own as it demonstrates a con-
tinual effort to express human 
aspirations and feelings. 

For this reason several student 
art shows are exhibited to the 
public each year. At the close of  
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MICROFILMING — Huge 
quantities of information 
are stored in the Eastern 
Library by means of micro-
film. 

Library Films 
New Periodicals 

The Eastern Montana College 
library houses copies of 77 differ-
ena periodicals in a room no big-
ger than a closet. 

Seventy-seven recent issues, 
and some issues dating from the 
middle 1800's to the latest, are 
available on microfilm. 

Microfilmed periodicals, actu-
ally films of newspapers and mag-
azines allow swifter use and take 
up less space than if stored in 
the usual manner. 

During the summer EMC's li-
brary received new microfilmed 
periodicals at a cost of $9,000, 
Mrs. Jean Davis, librarian, re-
ports. 

Films are placed under a pro-
jector-like instrument called a 
"reader." The two "readers" and 
the microfilm are kept in the 
Periodical Reading Room area in 
McMullen Hall. 

Fall and Winter Quarters, select-
ed student works from the studio 
courses are displayed. 

The annual Spring Student 
Show honors the outstanding 
seniors and illustrates the best 
works in the various course of-
ferings. 

The Art Department also spon- 

Eastern's instructional program 
is organized in five main divi-
sions. The Division of Education 
curriculum is designed for teach-
er training. 

The four academic divisions—
Humanities, Language and Liter-
ature, Science and Social Science 
—are responsible for non-degree 
curricula of a pre-professional 
liberal arts and semi-professional 
nature. 

Programs Listed 
The Graduate Program offers 

fifth-year education study and a 
master's degree in education. 

The Adult Education Program 
is open to qualified adults as an 
incentive to continue in the learn-
ing process. 

Students wishing to earn a lib-
eral arts degree with a major in 
any of the fields listed below may 
generally obtain at least two 
years of study at Eastern: Art, 
Drama, Music, Liberal Arts, Eng-
lish, French, German, Russian, 
Spanish, Speech, Biological Sci-
ence, Chemistry, Mathematics, 
Physical Science, History, and 
Journalism. 

The curricula also gives basic 
preparation for those students 
planning careers in such profes-
sions as engineering, law, dentist-
ry, medicine and veterinary medi-
cine. In most programs two years 
of study may be taken at Eastern 
in the following areas before the 
student must transfer to a pro-
fessional school: Agriculture, 
Architecture, Business, Dental, 
Engineering, Law, Medical, Medi-
cal Technology, Nursing, Optome-
try, Forestry, Geology, Home Eco-
nomics, Industrial Arts, Pharma- 

sors about seven other exhibits 
each year—some of Montana art-
ists, local works and traveling 
displays. 

All illustrate various media, 
changing trends and techniques. 
EMC's art program offers pre 
-professional study in commercial 
and industrial art and in archi-
tecture, but emphasizes industrial 
design, commercial art and mer-
chandising especially for the ele-
mentary and secondary education 
majors.  

cy, Social Work, Veterinary Mcii- 
cine, and Wild Life Technology. 

Vocational programs of study 
are designed to prepare students 
for semi-professional positions 
after two years of college work. 
At the present time, such pro-
grams are available only in art 
and in business. 

Exchange Possible 
Eastern also supports and par-

ticipates in the Western Inter-
state Commission for Higher Edu-
cation (WICHE), a regional pro-
gram to increase educational op-
portunities. 

The program permits students 
to enroll at resident, or in-state, 
tuition in selected professional 
courses which are not offered in 
the home-state. 

An Eastern student majoring in 
medicine could thus take pre 
-medicine courses at Eastern, then 
transfer to a western university 
having an accredited rrrE d i c a 1 
school, and pay in-state, not non 
-resident tuition. 

Regents Approve 
Library Proposal 

The Board of Regents, at a re-
cent meeting in Helena, approved 
a proposal made by the Univer-
sity Committee that a library con-
sultant be hired to help plan the 
proposed new library at Eastern. 

The recommendation was to be 
made to the State Board of Ex-
aminers which also hired the 
architects. The consultant will be 
paid $4,000. 

The consultant, who should be 
hired before May, will work with 
architects and Mrs Jean Davis, 
librarian, in the preliminary plan-
ning of the structure. 

Plans Described 
Included in this planning will 

be the approximate size, facilities, 
cost and location recommended 
for the building. 

It is anticipated that architects 
and the consultant will make the 
recommendations for the Eastern 
library to the Regents at the 
May meeting, according to Presi-
dent H. L. Steele. 

After acceptance of the pre-
liminary plans, the next step 
would be for plans to be drawn 
up for the building as recom-
mended by the architect and con-
sultant in these planning stages, 
Dr. Steele added. 

Space Is Limited 
Space for the extensive collec-

tion is limited. In the past five 
years the number of books has 
almost doubled, as has the floor 
space, and the enrollment. 

However, many of the books 
and periodicals must be stored in 
McMullen Hall basement. This 
means that accessibility is a prob-
lem. 

Eastern is proud of her 55,800 
-book collection, and 508 period-
icals. They are used mainly by 
EMC students and faculty, but 
high school students, Rocky 
Mountain College students and 
residents of Billings also use the 
library. 

Eastern feels that a library 
building is necessary for contin-
ued growth to ensure continued 
production of qualified teachers, 
pre-professional students and re-
search students in the Graduate 
Program. 

STUDENT ART EXHIBITS PORTRAY 
QUALITY, ASPIRATIONS AND EFFORT 
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