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JEROME A. RAY, Supr. Range Conservationisi

& Acting Resources Development Officer

Jerome "Jerry" Ray was born June 14, 1914

at Lenapah, Nowata County, Oklahoma. He

and his wife Beverly live at Poplar and

have three children: Imogene, a sopham-

ore at Jamestown College, No. Dak., and

Roberta, a junior and Arthur, a freshman

attending the Poplar High School.

He attended grade schools in Oklahoma and

Kansas, graduating from the Chilocco Ind-

ian Agricultural High School, Chilocco,

Oklahoma in 1935. He later attended col-

lege at Connor's State College, Warner,

Oklahoma, South Dakota State College at

Brookings, So. Dak.s and Oklahoma State

University at Stillwater, Oklahoma, gra-

duating from the Oklahoma State Univers-

ity in 1940 with a B. S. Degree in Agri-

culture with a Major in Animal Husbandry

and Minors in Agronomy and Soils.

Prior to WW II, Ray worked with the Agri-

culture Adjustment Administration in Ok-

lahoma and for the Continental Oil Comp-

any's production department in Kansas. He

resigned from Continental Oil Dec. 8,1941

the day after the Pearl Harbor attack, to

enlist in the armed services and served

in the Navy for four years during WW II

aboard ship in the North Atlantic and the

South Pacific.

After WWII, he was affiliated with the

Oklahoma State Department of Agriculture

for two years and with the Oklahoma State

Department of Vocational Education for

five years.

Ray entered the Indian Service in 1953 as
Sub-Agency Soil Conservationist for the
Navajo Reservation at Tuba City, Arizona
and served at Tuba City and Crown Point,
New Mexico until 1956, when he transfer-
red to the Muskogee (Oklahoma) Area.

Prior to coming to The Fort Peck, Ray
was in charge of the Nowata (Oklahoma )
Indian Service field office. Since June
of 1958 he has been Agency Range Conser-
vationist in charge of grazing activities
for the Fort Peck Reservation. Since

September of this year, he has also ser-

ved the Bureau and The Fort Peck Tribes
as Resources Development Officer.

Ray has taken an active interest and lead
in the Tribes Economic Development Prog-

ram. This issue of the Eyapi Oaye is the

result of his effort and interest in the
Fort Peck Tribes.
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IRRIGATTON

Irrigation maintenance and con-
struction work is complete for this
season. Present activities include
the crop report for the Project. Mis-
cellaneous repair work on buildings
and equipment under way.

During the past season several
miles of the main canal was renovated
200 feet of the pump canal was re-
lined with concrete, miscellaneous
turnouts, culverts and structures
were replaced. The largest job was
moving approximately li miles of 42-Y
canal back away from the Missouri
River just south and east of the Joe
Day residence.

Construction work remaining to
be done is the new pupping plant for
the Wiota Unit on the Missouri River.
Plans have been drawn, specifications
written and invitations for construct
ion bids have been issued to be open-
ed December 5, 1962. It is antici-
pated that the contract will be let
the latter part of January for con-
struction to be completed sometime in
August, 1963. It is also anticipated
that the main canal and part of the
laterals will be constructed the fol-
lowing year.


