
6 MOUNT, ST. CHARLES SCHOLASTIC.

The College opened September 14, 1910. Its foundation was the natural 
outgrowth of the educational policy adopted by Bishop Carroll upon his appoint
ment to the Diocese of Helena. Grammar schools had been well established. 
These the Bishop increased in number and raised in efficiency. A  few academies 
provided a high school course for girls and there were high school departments for 
boys and girls in one or two of the parish schools. Bishop Carroll has succeeded 
in making the high school a distinct and permanent unit in the educational system, 
so that today there are central high schools in all the principal cities of the Diocese. 
And so high is the standard of education that all the high schools which have 
sought it have been accredited to the University of Montana, and in the eighth 
grade examination, the grammar schools have shown themselves to be more than 
equal to those of the State.

This success is due, in large measure, to the annual meetings of the Catholic 
Educational Association, in which all the teaching Sisterhoods of the Diocese and 
the pastors having schools in their parishes, discuss the educational problems of the 
day.

St . A loysius In stitu te .
As was fitting the episcopal city led in the high school movement. In Sep

tember, 1905— shortly after his coming to the Diocese— Bishop Carroll opened 
the first year of a high school course for boys in St. Aloysius school at Helena. 
This was a day school. During his visitation of the Diocese, however, the Bishop 
found a considerable number of boys who would be glad to take up the study of 
the higher branches if suitable accommodations could be provided for them at 
Helena. This interesting discovery pointed to the opportuneness of an institu
tion for the cultivation of native vocations to the priesthood— an object which the 
Bishop had most at heart. Sister Cornelia, of St. John’s Hospital, having gen
erously promised to take charge of the culinary department, a temporary dormitory 
was fitted up in the old school house, and on September 8th, 1906, St. Aloysius 
Institute for boarders and day scholars was opened with Rev. J. M. Venus as its 
first principal. The following year Professor Charles A. Scullon was appointed 
Prefect of Discipline and Director of Athletics, and on the retirement of Father 
Venus to parochial work in 1909, Rev. Joseph C. Willging, who had been pre
paring himself for college work in the Catholic University of America, succeeded as 
principal.

M ount  St . Charles College .
The growth of St. Aloysius Institute was steady and solid, and it was 

apparent, early in 1 908, that more commodious quarters would have to be provided.


