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THE BRONDEL LITERARY SOCIETY
This society was formed in January. Its object is to afford its members 

frequent opportunities for public speaking and debating, thereby promoting interest 
in important current events and increasing the study of literature in general. It 
can not be doubted that the man who is able becomingly to express his thoughts, 
opinions and projects in public has far brighter prospects of success than he who 
is lacking in this important respect and the Brondel Literary Society was formed 
because it is the aim of Mount St. Charles College to give its graduates and students 
the best possible preparation for life. If “ the pen is mightier than the sword” then 
the orator is mightier than the writer, because he combines with the style and beauty 
of the penman the magic powers of presence and personality. In any vocation 
which may be entered by the student the path to prominence generally lies in the 
ability to utter his convictions clearly, elegantly and forcefully, when occasion offers. 
A  political career is an impossibility without this power; for the clergyman and 
lawyer it is imperative. In the lower walks of life it is a valuable asset; in the 
higher ranks it is almost an absolute requirement. W e seem to be drawing near 
the time when, as in olden Greece every great man was also a great orator.

It is fitting that this society should bear the name of the pioneer missionary 
Bishop of Helena, Rt. Rev. John B. Brondel, D. D., and that this venerable 
prelate should be made the subject of frequent panegyrics by the members of the 
society, for he was one of the most heroic of the intrepid missionaries who brought 
religion and civilization into the wilderness which is now dotted with beautiful 
cities and pleasant homes. His many and various labors for the Indians and for 
his white flock and the noble virtues he practiced in his work are well worth the 
careful study of the youth of our day. Although no shaft of stone has been raised 
in his honor, the members of the Brondel Literary Society will ever hold in loving 
remembrance the great works and kindly solicitude for his many people of our 
beloved first bishop.

A  special room has been set apart in the College as a Library and Reading 
Room for the Society which already possesses a library of which we may well be 
proud. W e wish to take this opportunity to thank the following for their kind en
couragement and generous donations to our Library: Very Rev. Father McMullen,
President; Rev. J. B. Thompson, Rev. C. G. Fcllett, Mrs. J. K. Toole, Mr. 
Thos. Raftery, Mr. Wm. Stuewe.

Finally a heavy debt of gratitude is due to Rev. Wm. J. Egan, the organizer 
or the literary society, for the magnificent gift of five hundred volumes. May Father 
Egan and our other benefactors feel that we deeply appreciate their gifts.

Since the inception of the Society a series of debates and lectures have been 
held, terminating with a banquet at the close of the term, the most enjoyable social 
function of the college year.

The officers for the year 191 1-12 were: Carl J. Gabisch, President; Ernest 
J. Immel, Vice-President; Miron F. Thill, Treasurer; Thos. J. Collins, Secretary; 
James Keogh, Librarian.
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