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people was instruction. He desired that they receive such an instruction in the 
truths of their religion as would enable them to give a reason for the faith that is in 
them, and that through such instruction they be enabled to grow in grace and in 
the knowledge of the saving truths of the Savior. For this grand purpose, the 
people must have learned and holy priests, and he labored, according to the 
desires of the Council to erect diocesan Seminaries, wherein those of the diocese 
who aspired to the solemn charge of the priesthood might be trained and pre
pared for their sacred duties. Within his diocese he founded five Seminaries. 
He closely followed their work, and for their use drew up a body of rules which 
have become models for those of many like institutions since that time. The care 
which he gave to the foundation and progress of his seminaries, no less than 
the frequent convocation of provincial synods, tell how he regarded the dictates of 
Trent and how assiduous he was in the matter of perfecting ecclesiastical discipline.

But divine grace must accompany the instruction of the intellect, and, while 
St. Charles, like our present Holy Father, desired “ the restoration of all things in 
Christ,” he sought to draw the people to the practice of frequently receiving Holy 
Communion as the greatest God-given means of obtaining the richest graces. He 
exhorted the people as often as possible to that most salutary of all practices, namely 
of approaching the Banquet of the Lord each time they assisted at Mass, accord
ing to the practice of the early Church and the recommendation of the most authora- 
tive Fathers. These were the greatest means which united with a life that was a 
pattern and an inspiration for the flock he chose for the upbuilding of righteousness 
and honesty in the hearts of the people according to highest Christian standards.

Every year brought its trials and sufferings to test and manifest the virtue of 
our Saint, but the greatest and the one that brought forth his immense and heroic 
charity was the plague which broke out in Milan in 1576. He had ever been as 
the Good Shepherd to his flock, and during this terrible visitation he was like the 
Good Shepherd willing and ready if needs be to lay down his life for his sheep. 
He was told that it was his duty to preserve himself for the sake of his flock, and 
to send through others the succors and consolations of religion. But he rejected 
with indignation so unworthy a suggestion. In his devotedness his charity knew 
no bounds; by day and by night he might be seen at the bedside of the sick and 
dying, speaking to them words of peace and resignation; soothing therr anguish 
sustaining their courage, and never leaving them until he had induced them to 
cleanse their souls by a sincere and contrite confessions of their sins. Even his prop
erty he sold to obtain means to aid the afflicted. His zealous words and inspiring 
example was also the cause of drawing numbers of the clergy to aid in the great 
work, even in the very face of death. He was convinced that this punishment was 
sent upon his people in punishment for their sins, and for this reason gave himself


