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including also the costliest vestments, numberless ornaments given as offerings of 
people from all parts of the world. It is a veritable cell of beauty and devotion.

Thus has it pleased God to honor in death His servant tried and true, whose 
entire life was one continuous exemplification of the exalted virtues so befitting the 
priestly character. In his own person he exhibited to the world the rare example 
of one who, having commenced life amid the splendor of the purple and the highest 
ecclesiastical dignities, closed his days literally worn out with the exhausting and im
portant labors of a self-sacrificing pastor, mourned by his people as by loving 
children who had lost the tenderest and most prudent of fathers.

This sketch of one whose life was so striking in itself, and so pro
ductive of good for the Church not only of Milan but of the whole world, cannot 
be better concluded that with the words of Pope Leo X III: “The Lord who alone
works great wonders, has done magnificent things with us in these latter times, and 
in His wonderful dispensation. He has erected a great luminary above the 
Apostolic rock, by choosing Charles from the bosom of the Most Holy Roman 
Church to be a faithful priest, a good servant, a model for the flock and model for 
pastors; who lighting up the whole Church with the varied brilliancy of his holy 
works, shines out before priests and people as an Abel in innocence, an Enoch in 
purity, a Jacob in bearing labors, a Moses in meekness, an Elias in burning zeal; 
who shows forth in himself for our imitation the authority of a Jeremias, amid an 
abundance of luxuries, the humility of a Martin in its highest grade, the pastoral 
solicitude of a Gregory, the liberty of an Ambrose, the charity of a Paulinus; who, 
in fine, gives us to see with our eyes and to touch with our hands a man who while 
the world smiles with all its blandishments upon him, lives crucified to the world, 
lives of the spirit, trampling earthly things underfoot, seeking continuously the things 
of heaven, and that not merely because by his office occupying the place of an 
Angel, but because he strove on earth to think the thoughts and do the works of 
the life of the Angels.”

Such is a glimpse of the history of the great saint who has been 
chosen as the heavenly patron of our College. His life’s work and the 
ideals he attained being the cause that inspired the founding of a diocesan 
College. With the return of each succeeding year on the 4th of November his 
feast is solemnly celebrated to thank the Giver of every good gift for the life of such 
a saint, and to pray, through his intercession, perennial blessings upon the work here 
so happily inaugurated, the year in which the church celebrated the 3rd Centinary 
of his canonization. J. M. N.
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