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VOCATION
In thy tabernacle I shall dwell for ever; I shall be protected under the covert 

of thy wings. Ps. ix, 5.
The subject of this article is a very important one, and for that reason I ask 

the parents to give it careful consideration. The great interests involved in follow
ing the vocation of life make this consideration as necessary as it is important. The 
right vocation unifies and centers a man’s energies, and assures success. A  want 
of any definite aim has marred the lives of many talented men.

In its widest acceptance a vocation is a call to some definite occupation in life. 
This call comes to every child of the race. The myriad-toned voice of nature calls 
aloud to the poet and makes sweet music of his song. The crowded and busy 
city invites men of a different temperament with strong appeal. The silver sea, 
the storm tossed, impetuous ocean, forever claim the sailor’s heart. The rush of 
battle summons forth the soldier. Thus, throughout the world, temperament
answers quickly the call of Nature. But for the select few of every race there is
an irresistible and a divine call, which finds a ready response in their generous 
hearts. This divine vocation means the invitation to devote themselves to God 
and for God in religious state. I can, perhaps, best express this by using the 
inspired words of St. John: “ Behold I stand at the door and knock. If any
man shall hear my voice and open to me the door, I will come in to him, and will 
sup with him and he with me.” (Apos. iii, 20 .) Yes, Jesus stands at the door 
of our young hearts and knocks continually until we open unto Him, and, then, on 
His entrance into our hearts, He fills them with that divine enthusiasm for religion, 
which to the worldly-minded seems foolishness. The answer to this divine call 
is in one sense, free; but on its very freedom rests its grave responsibility. A  
vocation is a special mark of God’s favor and a particular grace which demands 
a faithful and a grateful correspondence on our part. If there is any coercion in 
this matter, it is that of love alone. “ I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, and my 
soul shall be joyful in my God, for He hath clothed me with the garments of salva
tion; and with the robe of justice H e hath covered me, as a bridegroom decked 
with a crown, and as a bride adorned with her jewels.” (Is. Ixi, 10).

A  vocation in both the natural and the supernatural order is conditioned by our 
aptitude. This aptitude is a matter of birth, of education, of environment. Thus 
vocation and aptitude balance each other. The parent from a close study of the 
child can in time judge the reality of the vocation from character and temperament. 
No call is true which is in violent antagonism with natural or legitimately acquired 
aptitudes. Some rare exceptions simply give greater emphasis to this principle. 
The true vocation is not the one that springs from the desire of the parents, but that 
which arises in the heart of the child, when Jesus, our divine Master, stands at the
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