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door and knocks. Many a sad mistake has been made and many a life ruined by 
the assumption of a false vocation.

The seed of the divine vocation must be properly and carefully developed. 
The right development of it depends much upon the religious influences of the 
Catholic home. In that home are daily put in practice the principles of super
natural life. Consequently, the child learns to live not for time alone, but also for 
eternity. In this manner the religious spirit is cultivated and fostered and the 
finest fruit of that spiritual culture is the vocation of the child to the religious state. 
The religious state means for that cherished child a stronger hold upon eternal salva
tion, and the embracing of it spells true destiny.

This summons to a higher life of sacrifice may call us at any time of life. 
For the majority it comes in the early hour of life; for some in manhood’s prime; 
for others, when the hand of age is heavy on them; for the very few that invitation 
may be heard only at the eleventh hour of life. St. Aloysius gave himself to God 
from his cradle; St. Ignatius Loyola in his strong manhood; St. Francis Borgia, after 
he had tasted the bitterness of earthly joys. Some of the great penitents, when the 
grave seemed to threaten them. A  personal acquaintance with the life of the 
saints would impress the truth of this upon us with striking force.

That God may draw us sweetly to His service, He lavishes upon us untold 
blessing for our sacrifice of self. These blessings, are, of course, those of a 
spiritual nature, and are dependent upon self-surrender. The vows of obedience, 
of chastity, of poverty effect this self-surrender thoroughly and completely. Our 
hearts, thus emptied of self-love, of pride, and love of ease, are filled with God’s 
love. That love of God burning in the hearts of noble men and devoted women 
has been the glory of the Catholic Church; the finest example of her heroism, the 
most generous agent for the betterment of mankind. "By their fruits you shall 
know them,” and every land and every century have been the willing witness of this 
perpetual miracle of the spiritual life of the church. It is, now, our duty to 
perpetuate this miracle of self-sacrifice.

As God’s choicest blessings fall upon the one that follows the path of sacrifice; 
so God’s heavy vengeance is upon the one who deliberately refuses from selfish and 
sensual motives to listen to the call of divine grace. If this be true, how serious is 
the responsibility of dealing with a vocation. Yet, parents think not upon this 
responsibility and deny God the chosen one of their family. W hat a sorry thing 
it is to hear the flimsy reasons that are sometimes brought forward to prevent the 
entrance of a daughter into the convent of her choice. Often it is ignorance of the 
first principles of religious life that accounts for this astounding and perverse conduct; 
oftener it is pure, unadulterated selfishness. They are afraid to risk the health, 
the happiness and the peace of their beloved daughter in a convent, where the spirit 
of Jesus riegns; but they willingly and cheerfully trust the future of that cherished


