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AN APPEAL FOR HIGHER EDUCATION
The outcry of a dying Goethe is the watch-word of our day. “ More light, 

more education; give us education or we fa il.” This cry has spread with the 
years, until to-day we hear its murmurings along the Russian steppes and Indian 
jungles. T he peasant serf of Russia'demands that the weight of centuries of 
ignorance be taken from his back and from his eyes the bandage of clay that he 
may see more and in knowledge grow to be a man. And out by our own western 
firesides, old men who heretofore have known only the hardships and privations of 
pioneer days, who have cleared the forests and conquered a reluctant soil now begin 
to dream of the new order and of the new era that education will bring. Nor is 
this enthusiasm limited to those of low degree in the scale of knowledge. The 
great men, the great scientists are among its most enthusiastic advocates. Time, 
thought, law, money, all kinds of resources are freely offered so that the golden day 
may come when by means of education we may witness at last the new heavens and 
a new earth. A s Catholic men we cannot fail in what we consider not as a new 
idea but a new enthusiasm. Surely that cannot be a new idea for him who knows 
the law and life of his Catholic faith. Read the history of the church and you 
shall find the idea of education in its broadest significance in the words of the great 
Teacher Himself, giving the church, his living and lasting body, the commission it 
was to fulfill to the end of ages: “ Going forth, teach all nations, teach all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you.”

W atch and behold closely that teaching Church of the ages; its ways stream 
by river banks, where students built huts and saints taught them from the mount 
and hillside; onward by monastic cloisters, where holy men gave not only their life
blood but their soul’s toil, so that words of truth might be perpetuated in manuscript


