
4 MOUNT ST. CHARLES SCHOLASTIC.

singing the praises of the divine office, and in his studies was most diligent. The 
sincere piety and great purity of life of this chosen youth, prompted his parents to 
gratify his ardent desire for the ecclesiastical state, and at an early year they 
allowed him to take his first step toward the priesthood, by receiving tonsure.

He received his education in Milan and at the University of Pavia. A t the 
age of twenty, he lost his father, and, at the request of his family assumed charge 
of their affairs. In bringing about the Peace of Cambrae, by which the Castle 
of Arona was saved to the Borromeo family, he showed something of that power 
and diplomatic skill which was later to become such a factor in the great Council of 
Trent. In the year 1559 he received the doctorate in civil and canon law.

In the beginning of the year 1560 Pope Pius V  called him to Rome, and 
placed him in charge of the administration of all the Papal States. The same 
year he was created cardinal-deacon, and upon the resignation of the Cardinal- 
Archbishop of Milan, was named administrator of the vacant see. Thus do we 
find that even as a very young man was he found worthy and competent of being 
placed in charge of the gravest responsibilities. When he died at the early age 
of forty-six, he had guided the destinies of the diocese of Milan as Cardinal-Arch
bishop for almost twenty-five years: “ Consummatus in brevi, explevit tempora multa.”

In order to understand more fully the great importance of the work of St. 
Charles, and to realize how God fulfils His promise to be with His Church all days, 
even to the consummation of the world, we must consider the conditions that existed 
in Europe during the 1 6th century. Scarcely had the Eastern world been bowed 
b'eneath the victory of the Turks at Constatinople, and fallen under the dominion 
of those who hated them, that heresies and schisms shook Chrisitanity to its founda
tions. That which this century initiated, was the most deadly attack made against the 
Church militant since the downfall of Arianism. It could not have been begun 
or carried on by unaided human power or genius. Apostates, amatores rerum 
novarum, whose names are known to all, took up the banner of revolt and innova
tion unfurled by their arch-leader, and seduced even entire nations from the sacred 
truths which they and their forefathers for centuries had lived and obeyed. 
For this reason, the days of St. Charles were beset with grave trials. Proud, 
rebellious men, enemies of the cross of Christ, denied dogmas, degraded the standard 
of morality before the people, and multiplied disorders. And these evils had drawn 
many who still, at least in name, remained Catholics, from the high tenor of 
Christian life, and well nigh destroyed ecclesiastical discipline.

Amid such conditions, the Lord, who alone works great wonders and whose 
power and glory it is to conquer evil with good, called forth true reformers, and 
inspired ways for the Christian renovation of society. A  universal desire was that


