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an Ecumenical Council might be summoned to arrest this devastating influx of every 
evil, and heal the wounds already inflicted upon the Church.

While thus heresy was leading astray a vast number of souls, it pleased God 
to confound its pretentions by the real reforms decreed in the Council of Trent, 
and the singular zeal and sanctity of Charles Borromeo. In 1554, notwithstand
ing the greatest difficulties placed by the jealousies and selfishness of the monarchs 
of E,urope, the Council of Trent held its first session. During the time it con
tinued, many artifices were employed by those who were interested in maintaining 
abuses, to interfere with its deliberations, influence its decisions, and thwart its pro
jected reforms.

At last, after eighteen years of labor the cause of truth triumphed gloriously, 
and God compelled the passions of men to subserve the glory of His Church. The 
twenty-fifth and last session was held on the 3rd of December; all the decrees 
were solemnly read and subscribed, and then this holy and illustrious assembly was 
dissolved. The Pope confirmed its decrees by a Bull, and urged the faithful to 
accept them with religious submission. From that moment the definitions of Trent 
have been the faith of the Church. It may be regarded as the compendium of all 
preceding councils. Never has any council embraced so may points of dogma 
and of discipline, never has any council expounded the doctrines of faith with 
greater clearness and precision. The Protestants who had so eagerly appealed 
to a general council, as that which would heal all dissensions, and to which they 
professed themselves willing to submit, rejected its decrees and disavowed its author
ity, because it condemned their heresy.

From the opening of the Council until its close, three Pontiffs had succeeded 
Paul III to the See of Peter. Each of these anxiously furthered the work begun, 
but to the sainted Archbishop of Milan is ascribed by posterity the merit supreme 
of the celebration of so vast an undertaking. He was its most efficacious pro
moter and faithful executor. “ Indeed” to use words from the Encyclical of Pius
X , “were it not for his many vigils, trials and labors, that work would not have 
attained its ultimate completion.”

Throughout his life, the great solicitude of St. Charles had been to bring 
about true and salutary reforms treated in the august gathering of Trent. And 
when its decrees were sealed with the stamp of the Fisherman he redoubled his efforts 
that in the diocese of Milan all things conform to its mandates.

His zeal was practical in the extreme, and his piety such as to tell him that those 
things which in doctrine and discipline were laid down by the Fathers of Trent 
and signed by the successor of Peter, would in their execution bear special fruits 
through the power of the same divine grace that made them possible. A  funda
mental principle, in his estimation, for the thorough reformation and uplifting of the


