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“W H A T  IS COLLEGE SP IR IT ?”
C onsulting  the d ictionary  we find the w ord "sp irit"  defined as the 

soul, the intelligent, im m aterial p a rt of man. H ence, a m ost perfect 
body w ithou t a sp irit will be only a c o rp se ; a sp irit is necessary to a liv
ing reality. T his definition can be applied in explain ing College Spirit, 
bu t as the g rea te s t teacher the w orld has ever know n explained TO and 
im pressed U P O N  his aud ito rs by m eans of exam ples the lessons he 
w ished them  to learn, exam ples will prove an excellent m eans of de
fining College Spirit.

A nation m ay be vast in extent, m ay have un to ld riches, may have 
a population num bering  into m illions and the g rea test fortifications in 
the w orld, bu t it w ould be a corpse, a nation in nam e only, if its people 
did no t possess the sp irit of loyalty. W hen the present w ar broke out 
thousands of reservists flocked to th e ir  respective countries in an 
sw er to the call to  arm s. T his call need not have been heeded, a 
sim ple declaration of their in ten tion  of becom ing A m erican citizens 
would have rendered them  im m une from any redress their country  
m ight seek. Few took advantage of th is m eans to rem ain in a country 
of peace and enjoy ing prosperity , they departed to fight for their 
fatherland, they  departed to en ter the m ost bloody w ar the  world has 
ever know n. T his heroism  of thousands of aliens, leaving a fu ture of 
prom ise in a land of plenty, to fight for th e ir country , is an exam ple 
of the h ighest kind of spirit, th is heroic conduct is, "N ational Spirit."

B ut w hy do they re tu rn  to fight for their country?  T his loyalty is 
no th ing  m ore than a ju s t re tu rn  for all th a t their fatherland has done 
for them . I t  has given them  a home, it has reared  them , it has edu
cated and  tra in ed  them , and du ring  all th is tim e it has p rotected  them . 
It would be the basest ingra titude  if they failed to recognize w hat their 
cou n try  has done for them  and w ere to tu rn  their backs upon her in 
th is g rea t need w hen her w elfare and very existence is endangered.

Y our College, in being a home to you, in educating and tra in ing  
you, should aw aken a sense of loyalty  to her th a t will cause you to  
defend her against detractors, support her in adversity  and labor for 
her advancem ent.

A city m ay have m agnificent buildings, beautiful parks and vast in
dustries, bu t if its citizens are not public spirited, th a t city is dead. 
T here is not one am ong you who has not heard of a dead tow n. If 
the neighboring city of B utte was described as a veritable hotbed of 
Socialism , and as a den of ag ita to rs  and of A narch ists, who seek to 
plunge the laboring classes into ceaseless w arfare w ith Capital, to in
cite riots, the destruction  of p rop erty , and the  disregard of all law. 
w ould not som e of her loyal sons rise up and pro test, even if the 
charges w ere true?  T h a t which causes these citizens to resent such


