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You surely cannot fail to realize the value of the labor and friend
ship of your teachers, and would it not he the basest ingratitude if you
did not love and honor them and the College for the training and care 
they gave?

This loyalty, pride, love, and reverence, which only needs to he 
awakened in you is “College Spirit.” This spirit must pervade each 
and every member of the student body, just as the soul is in every 
part of the human body. Let us suppose a hand was dead, would not 
that member be a burden and a hindrance to the body? If a student 
did not possess College Spirit he would he a dead member, a useless 
part, a hindrance, a burden, and even a menace to the life of a College. 
For is not a dead, rotting hand a menace to the health of a living 
body? You may have grand buildings, modern equipment and a 
faculty gathered from the four corners of the world, but we will have 
no College. It is a loyal, spirited, student-body that makes a College.

The modern automobile engine is a marvel of mechanical ingenuity, 
the result of years of development. Every part is essential to the per
fection of the whole, superfluous parts have been discarded and un
necessary weight eliminated. The College is a machine which takes 
years to develop ; every member of that machine must have a duty to 
perform, must have a reason for his existence; if he has not he is 
out of place.

We must have College Spirit, if we have not, it is due to one of 
two causes, either we are placed here forcibly by our parents, to be 
kept under discipline because they are unable to control us. or we 
do not appreciate, or we ignore the value of a golden opportunity to 
acquire knowledge. In either case we are dishonest. We are 
swindlers in wasting our parents’ money. We are selfish, foolish, and 
hypocrites. These words of Holy Scripture will give an idea of the 
worth of knowledge.

“ Wisdom is better than strength and I have preferred her before 
kingdoms and thrones, and esteemed riches as nothing in comparison 
with her. Neither did I compare her to precious stones, for gold in 
comparison with wisdom, is as a little sand, and silver shall be counted 
as clay. I loved her above health and beauty and I chose to have wis
dom instead of light, for her light cannot be put out, for she is the 
breath of the power of God and a pure emanation of the glory of the 
Almighty.”

Let us always hear in mind Jonathan Edwards' definition of “ right 
spirit,” which is equally applicable to "College Spirit” : “ A man of 
right spirit is not a man of narrow and private views, but is greatly 
interested and concerned for the good of the community to which he 
belongs, and particularly of the city or village in which he resides, and 
for the true welfare of the society of which he is a member.”


