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JAMES J. HILL.
At the wish of the Rt. Rev. Bishop a solemn Pontifical Requiem 

Mass was celebrated in the College chapel on the morning of Com
mencement for the repose of the soul of our generous benefactor. James 
|. Hill. The ofleers of the Mass were: Celebrant, Rt. Rev. Jno. P.
Carroll, I). 1).; Assistant Priest, Rev. Peter F. McDonald, vice-president 
of the College: Deacons of Honor, Fathers X. C. Hoff and J. M. 
Gilmore: Deacon of the Mass, Rev. C. A. Scu llon ; Sub-Deacon, Rev. 
V'. U. L eC la ir ; Master of Ceremonies, Rev. Jas. G. Tongas, assisted by 
P. F. McVeigh, B. A .; Choir Director, Father O’Neill.

Address of Bishop Carroll on James J. Hill, delivered before the 
Helena Commercial Club, May 31, 1916:

The whole Northwest mourns the passing of James J. Hill, her em
pire builder and one of America's greatest men. After Minnesota, Mon
tana feels his loss, perhaps more keenly, than any other state in the 
zone of plenty.’ For, the last years of his life seemed to have been de
voted more exclusively to her development. She remembers with 
special gratitude that epoch-making speech in her history he made 
at the State Pair about seven years ago—a speech afterwards delivered 
in the east and in the middle west—a speech that set in motion an 
influx of settlers into our Treasure State which is rapidly approaching 
flood tide.

“His thesis was ‘Montana is destined to become the greatest of the 
agricultural states.’ He proved it by this simple argument, whose 
lucidity and cogency increase with the revolving years. ‘Montana,’ he 
said, ‘omitting the sixty million (60,000,000) acres constituting the 
mountain tops and sides, or devoted to the lumber and mining indus
tries, or fit only for grazing, has an agricultural area of about thirty-five 
(35,000,000) million acres, which can be made to produce nearly every
thing that can be grown in any other state—an area equal to that of 
Iowa, which is now considered the best of the agricultural states.

“ ‘But,’ he added, ‘the report of the United States Commissioner of 
Agriculture shows that the portion of Montana now under cultivation 
yields at least twice as much per acre as does Iowa. Therefore,’ he 
concluded, ‘when your thirty-five (35,000,000) million acres are all 
brought under the plow your crop will double those of Iowa, and Mon
tana will take her place at the head of the list.’ To speak these words 
now is to utter a truism. To speak them seven years ago required 
almost the vision of a prophet. But prospective settlers believed Mr. 
Hill had the vision, and they began coming in their thousands until 
last year the immigration to Montana surpassed that to any other 
western state.


