
Saga's Job: Student Legislature Year Analyzed 
Service? 
By Steve Swoboda 

Saga food is a 100% service 
concern giving the students at 
EMC service, quantity, quality, 
efficiency and satisfaction. Ac-
cording to Ron Shanholtz, man-
ager of Saga Food Service at 
EMC, "You have to do these 
things." 

Saga, a privately owned com-
pany independent of the school, 
is able to offer students good food 
at low prices because, in part, of 
large, national contract buying. 
Saga is the largest single buyer 
Iron. Nesbitts, Inc. and General 
Foods Company. In addition, Saga 
can determine the cost of each 
meal per each student to one-
tenth of a cent through food con-
trol and attendance prediction 
books. 

The attendance books are con-
cise records of the attendance and 
quality of food served. The books 
also show weather conditions and 
school activities for the past eight 
years. 

"Naturally, we can't afford 
waste," Shanholtz commented, "So 
we have the weather forecast a 
week in advance. In this way we 
can plan, accordingly, for the sun-
bathers who would not come to 
dinner." 

Breakfast is planned much the 
same way. On days of heavy 
classes, Saga is kept busier than 
days when students don't have to 
get up for classes. 

Saga makes a well-balanced 
meal available to the students. 
The meals are assembled from 
menus prepared by a staff of 
Saga dieticians in Menlo Park, 
California. The kitchen at EMC 
does minor alterations on the 
staff menu to accomodate the 
"meat and potatoes" taste of East-
ern students. 

Approximately two years ago, 
an average of one out of four 
persons eating were not paying 
for their meals, but using other's 
ID's. The checking of ID's now 
helps Saga maintain efficiency 
for the dorm students. 

"Sometimes we over-check 
students," Shanholtz stated. "I 
mean, we know most of the stu-
dents who have ID's, but we still 
check anyway.' Shanholtz added 
that the students are extremely 
understanding about the meal 
checks. 

Shanholtz commented that al-
though there are a few people 
who leak through the system no 
matter what is done, the major 
problem now is not food loss, but 
loss of dinnerware. The three 
main targets for theft are silver-
ware, salt and pepper shakers and 
ashtrays. 

The primary concern of Saga 
is the student cafeteria with the 
snack bar and commuter lunch 
line maintained as a secondary 
business. 

Dorm students who have class 
schedules which conflict with 
regular cafeteria hours may eat 
on their meal ID in the commuter 
line or at the snack bar. Because  

these areas cannot be as controlled 
as the cafeteria, each student is 
limited to obtaining $1.00 to $1.15 
worth of food, depending on the 
meal eaten. Shanholtz says that 
$1.00 will buy a complete meal. 

At the snack bar, the student 
with a meal ID is not forced to 
buy certain foods. 

"I could care less if people 
have 10 cokes or 3 hamburgers," 
Shanholtz commented. This is 
discouraged though for the sake 
of efficiency. 

According to Shanholtz, 60 to 
70 students have classes which 
conflict with cafeteria meals. 
After classes the students go to 
the snack bar to eat. If everyone 
ordered three hamburgers on his 
ticket, then the already small 
snack bar would be swamped and 
this would slow down everybody 
else. Though a student may order 
more than one hamburger or coke 
or other food on his Meal ID, it 
is preferred that he not in order 
to help the snack bar function 
more efficiently. 

"I welcome complaints." Shan-
holtz stressed that Saga " ... wants 
communication with the students. 

It's the only way to improve the 
service and relationships with 
students." Shanholtz is available 
and open to suggestions about the 
service and food from 6:30 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. in his office located 
in the Saga kitchens in Rimrock 
Hall. The assistant manager is 
also available after this time. 

Thieves Market 
Selling Art 

The Thieves Market, sponsored 
by the Art Club, will be held in 
Petro Lounge East Lounge, May 
27, 28, & 29, from 9 a.m.-9 p.m. 
The Market will consist of paint-
ings, drawings, ceramics, jewelry, 
3-dimensional design forms, and 
some sculpture. 

Everything will be either for 
sale or for rent. If a piece is 
rented, the rentor has the first 
option to buy if the artist de-
cides to sell. The money that 
is paid as rent will be applied 
on the purchase price. 

This sale is called Thieves 
Market because the prices are 
greatly in favor of the buyers. 

Greeks In 
Progress 
A colony of the Kappa Sigma 

national fraternity has been start-
ed on campus. This is the first 
social fraternity to get a start on 
campus in the school's history. 

First organized in March, the 
Kappa Sigs have steadily grown 
in size and activities. The most 
recent events were pinning of 
new members and a Spring party. 

Officers for this year are: Ed 
Auker, president; Rick Kim, 
vice-president; Frank Votapka, 
secretary; Jeff Johnson, treasurer; 
and professor Arthur Davidson, 
faculty advisor. 

The Kappa Sigs invite all men 
and women who have questions 
or comments on the new Greek 
system to talk to any member. 
The meetings are held Mondays 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Memorial Con-
fernce Room, SUB. All interested 
persons are invited. 

Coeds Invade 
Rimrock 

Open dorm hours are '7:30 to 
10:30 p.m. Monday t h r o u g h 
Thursday, 7:30 to Midnight Fri-
day and Saturday and 1:30 to 
5:00 p.m. Sunday. Those hours 
were established Winter quarter 
by a vote of Rimrock Hall resi-
dents. 

Open dorm regulations are: 1) a 
resident assistant will be present 
at the desk during open hours 
(2) the host must meet the guest 
in the hall lounge and escort her 
to his room (3) a guest is re-
quired to register at the main 
desk, but will not be required to 
sign out (4) dorm room doors 
must be closed unless minimum 
noise is maintained (5) rest rooms 
and showers are off limits to the 
women guests (6) the honor sys-
tem will be used for guest leaving 
on time (7) the host is responsible 
for the behavior of the guest, 
therefore all guests must have a 
host (8) dorm residents must be 
adequately dressed during open 
hours. 
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By Topper 
Perhaps you've been wondering what the Student Legislature 

has been doing all year. There is reason to doubt that you do, but 
nevertheless, if you care to know, read on. 

But first let me refresh you on the basics. EMC does have a 
Student Legislature, and as far as I know, has had one since around 
1927. The Student Legislature, elected by full-time EMC students, is 
usually around three or four hundred students. That's out of a 
total of over 3000 eligible to vote which makes it about a 10% or 
15% turnout. Or, as Dr. Spechalske (Athletic Department Head of 
the Althletic Department or something like that) likes to point out, 
the Student Legislaure is eleced by less than half the number of 
people who usually show up for football and basketball games. In 
fact ,some seats have been filled this year with less than ten votes. 

Among the duties of the Student Legislature are spending your 
$12/quarter Activity Fee and approving the expenditures of the 
$7/quarter Athletic fee. The activity fee totals over $100,000 a year 
and the SL has virtually absolute control of the budgeting. One 
really can't say much about the Activity Fee Budget though, since 
it isn't budgeted for the following year until the last two or three 
weeks of Spring Quarter. Once passed, the following Student Legis-
lature doesn't have much choice about the Budget the previous SL 
gave them. And so on from year to year. 

Obviously those actions of the SL which fall under the most 
scrutiny are, from a public standpoint, necessarily actions other 
than budgetary. About the only substantial thing the SL can do 
other than budget is represent the students before the Montana public 
and for lack of a better choice of words, provide moral leadership 

Whitworth 
for the students. Oh yes, they also get to spend the money left over 
from the previous year's budget, usually around $10,000 to $15,000. 
That's rolei1 out over the year to whomever is lucky enough to figure 
out a way to get it. Additionally, I should say, the SL is made up 
of 19 regular members, namely a president, a vice president, the 
freshman class president, two representatives from each class, and 
eight representatives-at-large. If anyone resigns they have a new 
election. 

However, returning to the subject at hand. What has this year's 
SL done? For a bunch of winners of an unpopular popularity con-
test, they've done a lot. The SL this year more or less backed down 
the Board of Regents on one or two issues, initiated action to initiate 
a suit to contest collection for your $60/quarter incidental Fee, laid 
out $500 for the 19 year-old vote campaign, protested the invasion 
of Cambodia, objected to cuts in the National Education appropria-
tions, gave 900 student trips to basketball games, heard an SL member, 
should I say his name—Chris Berger, threaten to blow up the park-
ing lots at EMC, passed a resolution supporting the celebration of 
May Day in the United States, gave $450 to put out this paper and 
so on. 

One other thing the SL did was write a new studednt Constitu-
tion, which was passed by the students, about 150 of them. The new 
constitution provides, among other things, that there will no longer 
be a Student Legislature. If you care to find out exactly what is 
in the new constitution, and there is reason to doubt it, then you 
should be able to get a copy of it from the SL offices. If you know 
where they are. 

   

  

OUT FOR A TAN . . . but getting double takes, this 
Eastern co-ed provides a new perspective in the line of 

sun shades. Bodies were abundant this week soaking 
up ol' Sol's rays. 

 

     


