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PSYCHOLOGICAL NEEDS OF CHILDREN 
STUDIED IN READING WORKSHOP 

LOOKING FOR A SOFT 
TEACHING JOB? 

How about this: 
Four hours of teaching per day. 
Supervise one extra-class activity. 
Adequate salary schedule. 
Prestige—a respected member of the 

community. 
A minimum of training required. 
Teaching mJterials provided. 
Lessen plans prepared. 
School year is 330 days. 
No Creativity Allowed!! 
If interested, call or write Comrade 

Petrolofsky, U.S.S.R. 
In "Educational Administration", un-

der the guidance of Dr. Dale Dougherty, 
administrators, potential administrators, 
and classroom teachers investigated 
education in communist and fascist 
controlled countries as compared to 
education in a democracy as a basis 
for a better understanding of some of 
the underlying purposes of education 
in a democratic society. 

"Education is a program of social 
action toward goals that are based on 
a scale of values. The good school is 
one which most completely reflects the 
highest values of the surrounding 
society." (from The Education Policies 
Commission.) 

What determines this program in our 
democracy? The contribution made by 
public school administration to the 
achievement of purposes for which the 
schools are established. 

Members of the workshop unite their 
efforts to find the answers to questions 
concerning all areas of administration 
in education. These include the or-
ganization of the superintendency, the 
board of education, staff personnel 
problems, budgeting and finance, plant 
maintenance, and public relations. 

Group discussions provide oppor-
tunities for sharing information, and 
typewriters clatter as members of the 
class record the results so that everyone 
wi,l1 have a copy of class proceedings. 

AUDUBON SCREEN TOURS 
Five Audubon Screen Tours, spon-

sored by Eastern Montana College of 
Education, Billings Audubon Society, 
and the National Audubon Society will 
be presented during the 1955-56 season. 
They will be as follows: 

"American Birds and Big Game," by 
Cleveland P. Grant on October 4. 

"Into the North Woods," by Tom and 
Arlene Hadley on November 17. 

"Rhapsody in Bluegrass," by Walter 
H. Shakleton on December 3. 

"Newfoundland," by Dick Bird on 
January 13. 

"Secrets of the Sea," by G. Clifford/ 
Carl on March 14. 

Further information and tickets may 
be obtnT 2oy Prof ezli Teri. 

We, as teachers must realize that 
children have certain basic needs which 
we must understand before we can hope 
to teach them to read with any degree 
of success. As an introduction to our 
workshop, "Recent Trends in the Teach-
ing of Reading," with Mrs. Dora Reese 
as leader, we are learning about these 
basic needs and how we can best fulfill 
them. 

It used to be that when a child 
entered first grade he was expected to 
learn to read. The teacher was expected 
to teach him to read. It was a cut and 
dried matter. Reading was brought to 
the child whether he was ready or not. 
In recent years, research and study has 
caused us to shift our objectives from 
getting the reading taught to teaching 
the child in light of his needs. We now 
bring the child to the reading in the 
way that's best for him. 

We begin by considering the basic 
needs of the child and how to go about 
fulfilling these needs. 

1. The first basic need of any 
human being is the need to be loved. 
Instinctively, the infant seeks it. The 
little child and also the school-age child 
show their need for love by their 
behavior pattern. Take note of your 
children when they come to you this 
Fall. The child from the home where 
love prevails is a friendly, outgiving 
youngster and will be found to be well 
adjusted. 

In contrast to this, the child from the 
loveless home environment or home 
where undue tensions exist seems to be 
always at odds with himself and the 
world. Behavior problems usually exist. 
An attitude of indifference toward his 
classmates and teachers is assumed be-
cause such relationships with people 
are all he has ever known. The first 
five years of the child's life are known 
as the formative years. The kind of 
person he eventually is depends largely 
on what has been done in his presence 
during these first years. 

2. Another basic need in the need 
for security. When even adults need 
security and strive for it all of their 
lives, one can readily see what a pathetic 
thing it is for a little child to feel 
insecure. If there is something the child 
can do well, he is apt to keep bragging 
about it to cover up for the things he 
cannot do. Bragging is an indication of 
insecurity. 

In reading, a child who can't read 
successfully at the level of other chil-
dren in his group has a very pronounced 
feeling of insecurity. How can he feel 
secure when he feels like a misfit? 
Through correct grouping, a teacher can 
often do much to build up a feeling of 
security which many youngsters need 
even though such things as a broken 
home or interpersonal family relation-
ships are the cause of the insecure feel- 
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ing. The teacher can at least see that 
the child feels secure in his school 
surroundings. 

3. The feeling of belonging is another 
basic need. Different groups and clubs 
are prevalent everywhere proving that 
the need to belong is a powerful force 
in our society. You can be utterly mis-
erable in the wrong group. If a child 
can't keep up with his group, he is most 
unhappy. In the best conditions for 
learning, children with like ability are 
grouped together. When he knows he 
can do as well as others in his group 
he has a feeling of success and that 
brings us to the basic need for a feeling 
of achievement. 

4. We must be successful if we are 
to progress for to try and try and 
constantly fail leads only to discourage-
ment and loss of incentive. But to try 
and succeed is the food upon which we 
thrive. We must teach the child in such 
a way that he will feel achievement 
along each step of the way. 

5. The last important basic need is 
the need to be recognized for what we 
do. It's part of everyone's makeup, 
adults and children alike. Little children 
need to have their achievements recog-
nized by members of their family. As 
they reach school age, they need praise 
from their teachers, and as adults some 
even strive for world recognition. If a 
child does well, tell him so and chances 
are he will try to do even better. 

Every child has some good quality 
that can be praised although a teacher 
will have to observe some quite closely 
to discover it. It is an art enjoyed by 
a skillful teacher to give recognition at 
the right time and also guide a student 
carefully through the stage in which 
he feels he is all powerful. Take him 
along at a level where he can be suc-
cessful but at the time challenge him 
with a little harder material so that he 
will understand that success doesn't 
come too easily . 

TEACHERS ENJOY CONTACT 
WITH OUT-OF-DOORS 

Members of the geology workshop, 
conducted by William F. Hoheisel, have 
found the Billings area to have a great 
treasury of interesting things to study. 
In laboratory and in the field, they 
have been studying the riddles of nature 
and learning to use the best research 
procedures in the interpretation of many 
of the oddities they are discovering. 
A highlight of the workshop will be a 
visit to Bear Tooth mountains. 

Many members of this workshop are 
classroom teachers and are making col-• 
lections of their own for use in their 
school work next semester. The library, 
the valuable collections in the science 
building, and the wealth of background 
provided by Hoheisel make this a very 
worth-while experience for teachers. 


