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Wind~am picks ~utstanding athletes, 
events, and teams of the past decad 

By MIKE WINDHAM 
.Assistant Sports Editor 

UPI, (United Press International) 
and the AP, (Associated Press) 
have named the top athletes of the 
decade, but I said what the hell, I 
will name a· few of ny own. 

Muhammad Ali is no doubt the 
athlete of the decade. I would like 
to take that one step further and 
name him the man of the decade. 

What man has done more for 
sports and world peace? 

Ali calls himself "World Embas
sador" which is easily acceptable. 
Ali would be the last person I 
would expect to see in the two most 
powerful communist countries of 
the world, but he's been to Russia 
and China and has talked to top 
leaders of each country. 

Ali has been asked to run for 
senator in upstate New York by 
many of his followers . To show how 
important he is, President Jimmy 
Carter invited Ali to the White 
House to help the President in his 
efforts to get reelected. Ali gave 
Carter his support and said his 
"150,000,000" followers in the coun
try will support the president. 

Ali's status as a boxer began in 
1959 with the Golden Gloves Cham
pionship. He follow~..that up with 
a repeat and a victory in the 1960 
Olympics held in Rome. 1964 was 
the year Ali knocked out Sonny Lis
ton in the seventh round to gain the 
World Heavyweight Championship. 
Ali was stripped of the title in 1967 
for draft evasion. 

The '70s started out properly, , 
when Ali-received his license to box 
again. Ali mutilated Jerry Quarry in 
his first fight back from a four year 
exile. In '71 Ali met "Smoltin Joe" 
for the heavyweight title that he 

once owned. Joe Frazier beat the 
"Greatest" in a 15 round decision 
in New York . . 

Ali was not to be denied what be
longed to him. After a humiliating 
defeat to Ken Norton, Ali came 
back to beat Norton and then go on 
to knock out George Foreman (who 
had won the title from "Smokin 
Joe") in the eighth round. 

A new ~d was in town by the 
name of Leon Spinks. Ali gave the 
kid a shot at the title and the kid 
pulled off the biggest upset of the 
decade by beating the "Greatest." 
Ali came back to do the impossible 
and win the title back at the age of 
36. 

The following is a ·list of the best 
of the '70s. 

Best Game or Series. The tal
ented Cincinnati Reds managed to 
squeak past the Boston Red Sox in 
the 1975 World Series. It went the 
full seven games, with game five 
decided by one run and, in four of 
the five, the winning run crossed 
the plate in the ninth or·a later in
ning. In the sixth game the Reds, 
up three games to two, watched the 
Red Sox jump to a 3-0 lead then the 
Reds went ahead 6-3 going into the 
bottom of the eighth. The Sox tied 
up the score and played excellent 
defense to win the game on a home 
run in the 12th inning. 

Greatest Baseball Player. Nolan 
Ryan, now of the Houston Astros, is 
the best pitcher in baseball. During 
the '70s Ryan struck out a record 

• '383 batters. Ryan had 4 no-hitters 
and struck out 19 batters in one 
game. He also holds the record for 
the fastest ball clocked at 101 miles 
per hour. 

Best Team of the Decade. Pitts
burg Steelers have dominated foot
ball with 3 Super Bowl victories. 

Best Female Athlete. Chris Evert 
was unbeatable during the mid 70 s. 

Best Football Player. O.J. Simp
son ran around and through de
fenses to become the greatest run
ner since Jim Brown. 
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123 E. Main 
Open 1-9 
728--2308 

Missoula's Tasteful Wonderland 
Alice's not only serves the finest of natural foods in 

Missoula, but they also have the old favorites, too. Alice's 
has some of the biggest and most delicious hamburgers in 
town. Alice's uses 1/• and ·1,4 pounds of the finest hamburger 
available to make their hamburgers. Stop in soon for all of 

th!s and more. Only at Alice's. Missoula's Tasteful 
Wonderland. 

Best Fighters of '70s. Billy Mar- · 
tin and Reggie Jackson. 

Best Female, Male Athlete. Dr. 
· Renee Richards, the transexual ten

nis player. 
Best Basketball Player. Kareem 

Abdul-Jabber won the leagues most 
valuable player six times in the past 
ten years. ' 

Best Spit Ball Pitcher. Gaylord 
Perry who said the best place to 
keep the vaseline or grease is under 
the thumbnail. 

Best Sports Actor. Bruce Jenner 
and the Wheaties commercial. 

Best Fluke of the Decade. The 
World Football League just barely 
made it through two seasons. 

Biggest Baby. Bill Walton, who 
did not really want to play basket
ball. 

Most Glad to See Lose. The 
UCLA Bruins in college basketball, 
after the '75 championship the 
Bruins haven't come close in win
ning a title. 

Worst Jump by a Human. Evil 
Knevel and the Snake River jump. 

Most Boring Sporting Event. 
Chess. 

Most Overrated Event. The 
Super Bowl. 

Most Underrated Sporting Event. 
Gympastics. 

B-BALL TOP TEN 
The Top Ten teams in The Asso

ciated Press college basketball poll 
are: 

1. DePaul 
2. Oregon St. 
3. Duke 
4. Ohio St. 
5. Kentucky 

6. Syracuse 
7. Louisville 
8. Notre Dame 
9. St. John's, N.Y. 
10. Missouri 

Junior Ralph Ashmore scores over a defending Spartan in the recent 
Hellgate-Sentinel game. The game was marred by numerous fouls, 
especially in the fourth quarter. 

As Advertised Nationally in PEOPLE. PLAYBOY. COSMOPOLITAN and GLAMOUR. 

For the loob 
that get the looks· 

Good looking hair. That gets noticed. That's a Command Performance haircut. 
A haircut that will hold its shape more than just a few days. 

A haircut that won"t 
try to force your 

hair into a style that's 
not right f9r it. 

We'll start with a careful 
study of your hair's nat
ural inclinations. Our 
precision haircutters 

notice everything that"s 
right (as well as every

thing that's wrong) with 
the way your hair has 

always grown. 
Then they'll give you 

our precision cut. One that adapts the style 
you want to the hair you have. So. our precision haircut not only looks great the first day. 

It'll help to hold your hair in shape,even as your hair continues to grow. 
And you 'II continue to get all the looks you're looking for. 
No appointments necessary, ever. Just $14 for guys and gals. 

Command Perfonnance· 
Over 350 Haircutting Stores Coast to Coast 

SOUTHGATE MALL, MISSOULA 
Next to JC Penney • 543-8529 

January Hours: Monday-Friday 9-8 
Saturday 9:30-8:00 
Sunday 11 :00-5:30 
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