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For anyone who's seen all the 
movies in town, Student Senate is 
an excellent comedy. They spend 75 
percent of each meeting arguing 
over whether they're arguing cor
rectly or not. Leigh Kirkpatrick, the 
parliamentarian, is supposed to butt 
in when they're not fighting, "ac
cording to procedure." Stupidly 
enough, Student Federation Presi
dent Dan Hallsten recently said 
Leigh is supposed to just sit there, 
even if she knows they're doing 
everything all wrong, until he asks 
her. If they were doing something 
wrong, they wouldn't know that 
they were doing it wrong and that 

Poor taste 
To the Editor: 

Steve Albini: In the Jan. 9 issue 
of the Lance, you stated how hu
morous you thought it was that Van 
McCoy was dead and you were 
alive. I hate disco but frankly, I'd 
rather it be the other way around. 

It was in the last paragraph and 
stuck out like a sore thumb. That's 
a real crude attitude, since death 
has taken two Hellgate students' 
lives·, and is a touchy subject in the 
frrst place. Think about it. Do you 
realize they are gone, and will 
never be seen again? (Whether 
you're Christian or not is not my 
point. The point is your "death 
humor" does not tickle my funny 
bone.) Too close to home, eh bud? 
Think. Maybe you'll die next. Ha, 
ha. Boy wouldn't that be funny? (A 
gift from God maybe, but then 
again I refuse to stoop to your "hu
morous" level.) 

Well, if that's the kind of junk 
you feel you have to print to get 
people to read your articles, boy, 
you must be in tough shape, sucker! 
Not only does your article and your 
attitude stink, but so does the jerk 
who writes the crap! You may not 
have given a crap about either of 
the two students that died, but 
some of us did and personally, that 
paragraph of yours burnt the hell 
out of me! 

If your "humor" extends to 
death, maybe you'd get a kick out 
of an article on caskets. (Wait until · 
your lying belly-up in one, sucker: 
You'll get a good laugh out of that 
one). 

You, guy, could not ask for any 
more bad taste, because between 
your "humor" and your morbid at
titude, you've got it all. Speaking of 
bad taste, thank the big one up
stairs you gave up magic! (And 
please, don't take it up again). You 
were giving some excellent magici
ans a bad name, with your half
assed act you called magic. 
Whipped it together the night be
fore, eh Steve? No wonder it looked 
like the type of tricks that anyone 
can learn. Were they off the back of 
Blammo bubblegum wrapper, or 
the back of a Cheerios box? 

Believe it, Steve. You crushed' 
your reputation even more than you 
crushed that ragged old stuffed rab
bit's head, against your crudely 
painted particle board box. But 
since this is in the paper, I won't 
say why you started doing this so
called "showmanship humor." 

If you don't like the snow, Steve, 
because it turns brown from driving 
in it, and it's cold and wet, why 
don't you just flap your arms and 
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they should ask Leigh, now would 
they? 

For good reading material, Halls
ten has submitted a hilarious bill. 
The first funny thing is his spelling. 
(The bill is about stict punishment 
on violaters of new polocies of 
money raising prodjects, or prod
kects.) Joke: What's the difference 
between a Student Handbook and a 
Student Federation Constitution? 
Answer: Don't ask Hallsten. 

Hallsten's bill proposes a 50 per
cent tax on any group of students 
that raises money without getting 
the permission of Student Senate 
first. He thinks he can do that be-

fly to school? 
Either that, or move to Iran. But, 

that wouldn't work either. They'd 
probably only count you as half a 
hostage . .. if they even noticed 
you! 

Peggy Murray 
Junior 
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cause of a line in the Student Hand
book that says "all sales should be 
cleared through the Student Sen
ate." Details in the handbook are 
changed annually by administra
tors, which makes it about as much 
of an authorization for bills as a 
phonebook. When asked, Hallsten 
could not name a place in the con-. 
stitution which said it was okay for 
the president to tax students. 

Kids who violate this bill are to 
be punished by not existing. Halls
ten is playing God. His bill pro
poses, "if a (sic) organization re
fuses to pay the tax they may by 
two thirds vote of this Senate be 

mercialism of controversial issues 
- for the sake of fame at the price 
of notoriety, not to mention further 
inflating an already obese ego. Ever 
since I became aquainted with 
Steve as a freshman I have known 
him to be on the wrong sides for 
equally wrong reasons. From his 
point of view there is Steve A. at 
the top of a large pyramid, below 
him are the seething masses of 
everyone not known as Steve Al
bini. At least he was slightly honest 
in saying !hat he doesn't look up to 
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voted in as a (sic) organization not 
reconized (sic) by this senate (sic) 
therefore (sic) the club will no long
er exist." 

In other words, if the Valkyries 
have a bake sale without asking for 
Senate to approve of it and without 
then waiting for Senate to get 
around to voting on it, Senate can 
take half their money. If the Val-· 
kyries are smart and decide not to 
give Senate half their money, Sen
ate can say that the Valkyries offi
cially, "no longer exist." 

Students don't have to impeach 
Hallsten for how ridiculous he's 
being. Senate should pass his bill, 

school administrators, he sbouJtl 
have added however, that he looks 
down upon everyone (if indeed he 
even bothers to look at anything but 
himself). As far as his articles them
selves are concerned, they are writ
ten not for the sake of the ~ubject, 
but to shaoe the imal(e of the subie
gator. Why does he say he likes 
writing for a deadline and then 
hand in a left over column from a 
previous issue as he did in the last 
issue of the Lance? If he must do 
this why doesn't he at least find one 

and Principal Richard Correll 
should sign it. Band members then 
should continue to sell magazines 
and fruit without Senate's approval, 
until all band members "no longer 
exist." The yearbook staff should 
keep selling Halberds until they "no 
longer exist." The junior class 
should keep selling popcorn and 
stuff at games until all juniors "no 
longer exist." All the clubs at Hell
gate should keep having bake sales 
and fund raisers until every student 
at Hellgate "no longer exists." Stu
dent Federation President Dan Hal
lsten would then become President 
of Nobody. 

of his least poorly written ones? ·
. Very few of his articles, even the 
rare one or two fairly well done, 
have helped change public opinion 
or bad situations for or against the 
topics. What they have done is to 
earn Albini a reputation for being, 
in his own words, "annoying" and 
gotten him in the city paper; com
plete with an obnoxious picture. 
Congratulations Steve Albini for a 
job well done! 

ROald W. Sonju 
Senior 

P .S. You might write something 
to the Iranians to piss them off. 
Then to tickle your funny bone 
they'd kill all the hostages, and this 
problem would be over. Think 
Stevie: This could be your news 
break! Also the break of World War 
m. 

Yea Lance 
To the Editor: 

Book censorship increasing 
To the Lance staff: We would 

like to congratulate you on your 
fine work, though your articles can 
sometimes be controversial. They 
need both points of view, negative 
and positive. However, we thor
oughly enjoy reading the Lance 
whenever it comes out. You are 
doing a good job, everyone of you. 
This school should be very proud to 
have such a wonderful newspaper 
run by a competent staff. Keep up 
the good work. 

Candy L. Taylor 
Kathy Bowers 
Patty Stevens 

Ten others also signed. 

Bad, Albini 
To the Editor: 

Needless proof of the fact that 
hot air rises is the Missoulian's ar
ticle on Steve Albini. It only shows 
that if you're bad enough at what 
you do (claiming of course, the op
posite), and try hard enough to be 
that way, sooner or later you can't 
help but be recognized. I can think 
of nothing more injust to his type of 
"reporting," namely shoddy com-

(SPS) - Parents play a key part 
in censorship efforts of titles from 
school libraries now, with English 
teachers reporting that 73 percent 
of objections to books come from 
parents. 

This is a major change from 15 
years ago, when 48 percent of the 
objections were reported by par
ents. But only 34 percent of the pa
rental requests to ban books are 
carried out. Students make less 
than one percent of the objections. 

Hundreds of state and local 
groups concerned with improving 
young people's education have de
veloped lists of objectionable books 
and tactics for censorship. 

The most common reason for 
censorship is a book's language, 
from grammar to "obscenity," re
ports the National Council of 
Teachers of English. 

The major reasons for objecting 
to books include a book's sexual or 
erotic qualities, ideologies, political 
views, and racial matters. Very few 
are objected to because of violent 
content. 

Nuclear reactors may be th~ power source of tomorrow, 
but they're powering the Navy today. 

If you've got the qualifications, you can be trained in 
nudear technology. And serve as a Mechanical Operator, 
Electrical Operator, or Reactor Control Operator. For 
more information, contact: 

TOM THOMPSON 
549-7586 
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Some of the most objected to 
books are Catcher In The Rye by 
J.D. Salinger (most objected to), Go 
Ask Alice by Anonymous, The 
Grapes of Wrath and Of Mice and 
Men by John Steinbeck and Slaugh
terhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut, 
Jr. 

The critics of censorship say that 
if these new efforts succeed, young 
people's intellectual freedom will 
be stifled. The American Library 
Assocation maintains that while it's 
the parents right to censor what 
their own children read, they 
shouldn't take a book off the school 
shelf. "That would be censoring 
others' children," said Judith Krug, 
director of the ALA's office of In
tellectual Freedom. 

She said the intellectual freedom 
concept provides for free choice, re
gardless of age, in matters concern
ing the mind. 

National Council of Teachers of 
English Executive Deputy Director 
Charles Suhor believes that censor
ing efforts have increased as part of 
the back-to-basics movement. "The 

texts were very open at the end of 
the '60s. They discussed human 
problems, Chicanos, blacks, 
women, and sex. It wasn't an orgy 
of Playboy pinups, but it was more 

·open and realistic," he said. . 
"Books (texts) are tamer now 

than ten years ago. The textbook 
"publishers have to be sure not to of
fend any of the remaining conserva
tive groups or any of tht! liberal 
groups. So, this results in paler 
books. And that carries over to li
b.rary book censoring efforts," 
Suhor said. 

Ann Henderson of the National 
Committee for Citizens in Educa
tion thinks the reason for the recent 
surge of censorship effort by con
cerned groups and parents stems 
from the building up of feelings 
that parents are being cut off from 
their children's educall.on. , 

"If educators involve parents to·. 
develop curriculum and choose 
texts, parents would tend to sup
port those selections more than if 
there was not parental involve
ment," said llenderson. 
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