
Creggs Corner 
By DENNY CREGG 
Sports Editor 

When a team continues to domi
nate a league year in and year out, 
the head coach presumably receives 
extended credit for the program he 
has established. What people tend 
to forget is the sub-varsity "matur
ing" process and the coaching im
portance involved at this particular 
level. 

Such is the case here at Hellgate 
where a winning wrestling team is 
expected as much as sunrise. Since 
Lanny Bryant became head coach, 
Hellgate's wrestling skills have been 
respected througout the Pacific 
Northwest. It's now time to point 
out the culprits under Bryant who 
·worked hard in the process of "up
bringing," preparing wrestlers for, 
varsity. 

JV · coach Cal Johnson has 
provided plenty of raising. In teach
ing his students, technique is his 
prime concern. What makes wrest
ling coaches so unique is the fact 
that students know little or nothing 

of wrestling when they are frosh. 
When you watch varsity matches 
you can see the advancement they 
have attained in four years. John
son examplifies this in his work 
with the JV. 

Larry Bicha and new frosh coach 
Kevin Hammond have the responsi
bility of breaking in new kids, a 
tough job. Knowing both of them, 
I'm sure they'll do a good job com
municationg. 

Congratulations to Johnson on 
being appointed head coach of Big 
Ski High. Good Luck. 

D.C. POLL 
COLLEGE BASKETBALL 

(1) DePaul, (2) Ohio State, (3) 
Syracuse, (4) North Carolina, (5) 
Oregon State. 
PRO BASKETBALL 

(1) Seattle, (2) Boston, (3) Los 
Angeles, (4) Philadelphia, (5) At
lanta. 
HIGH SCHOOL "AA" 

(1) Sentinel, (2) Hellgate, (3) 
Great Falls, (4) Billings West, (5) 
Billings Senior. 

Pfister, with 8 letters, 
is a versatile athlete 
By GARY PATTON 
Sports Editor 

Three sport lettermen at class 
AA schools are a rarity. With the 
eight varsity letters Alan Pfister 
will have collected by graduation, 
he ranks among the most versatile 
athletes Hellgate has ever pro
duced. 

The blond senior has lettered for 
three years in gymnastics, two 
years in football, and will most 
likely letter for the third straight 
year in track this spring. The only 
other three sport letterman pres
ently at Hellgate is junior Mike 
Ramos, who lettered in the same 
three sports as Pfister. 

Gymnastics is Pfister's strongest 
sport. Last year as a junior he com
peted in every event except rings 
and parallel bars. In divisionals he 
won the vault, placed third on the 
high bar, and nabbed a sixth place 
in floor exercise. The only event he 
did not place in was the side horse. 

This year Pfister is Hellgates all
around man and top point scorer. 

"I don't have as much time to 
spend on any single event, because 
I have to work on all six," he said. 

Pfister said he is in contention 
for the divisional all-around title. 
His toughest opposition will come 
from the all-arounders from Ana
conda and Sentinel. 

Out of all the sports he seriously 
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competes in, Pfister says that gym
nastics is the most rewarding. The 
agility and strength he gained from 
gymnastics has helped him letter 
for the last two years in football. 

Although Pfister was one of only 
five juniors who started in Hellgate 
football last year, he said he had a 
"typical senior year." 

"I played every game and did re
spectably," he stated. 

Pfister's third sport of the school 
year is track. His track specialty is 
pole vaulting, where his best is 
13'6". Last year Pfister, had just 
gotten out of the hospital for "fake 
appendicitis," when he placed third 
in the division. He went on to place 
fifth in the state meet. 

Pfister's beginnings in pole vault
ing go way back to when he vaulted 
with his brother in the back yard 
using a cane pole. Besides pole 
vaulting, he also runs the hurdles. 

For college athletics, Pfister says 
he has been approached by gym
nastics coaches from Eas
tern Washington and Oregon State. 
The coaches didn't make any firm 
offers but they told Pfister to 
"come down and show us what you 
can do." 

Although a good all-around high 
school athlete, Pfister is pessimistic 
about future competition. He said, 
"Right now I don't think I have 
that much of a future in sports." 
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·Knight wrestlers win own Classic 
By MIKE WINDHAM 
Assistant Sports Editor 

With the state wrestling tourna
ment less than a month away, Hell
gate Knights won their second 
tournament this year and they are 
well on their way to the state 
crown. 

Hellgate hosted 18 teams from 
Washington, Idaho and Montana in 
the Rocky Mountain Classic last 
weekend, as the big red machine 
rolled to an easy victory, outscoring 
arch rival C.M. Russell 188-147.5. 

Coach Lanny Bryant said "the 
Classic is tough as state." 

Hellgate could win the state title 
in several different fashions. For 
one, everybody ori the team could 
place, which has never been done 
to Bryant's knowledge. Two, the 
Knights could win the crown by not 
having a single titlist. Superior did 
this three years ago, said Bryant. 
Then again, Hellgate could have a 
lot of first place finishers as the 
Knights sent six people into the 
finals at the Classic and came away 
with three titlists. The three losers 
in the championship matches lost to 
wrestlers from Thompson Falls, 
which is not a AA school. Also in 
the 98 and 155 weight classes, the 
Knights were without the services 
of freshman Kevin Grimes and jun
ior Gus Carrell as the two were out 
I' ~ause of sickness, but are ex-

. pected to return soon. 

Bryant said the winner of the 
state tournament could come from 
the people who wrestled in the 
wrestle-backs . Hellgate is so 
balanced that the team has no real 
weaknesses and therefore have the 
advantage, Bryant said. 

Bryant said, "Each school has 

around two champions." Therefore 
making the third and fourth place 
finishers all that more important. 

Leading the team this year is sen
ior Cal Flink. The heavyweight of 
the team has a 14-1 record, with his 
only loss coming to a Billings Senior 
wrestler. Flink will be out to get 
the Bronco when Hellgate hosts 
both Billings West and Senior Feb. 
2 at 1 and 3 p.m. respectively. 

Hellgate will travel to Bozeman 
this Saturday to tangle with the 
Hawks and the Havre Blue Ponies. 

The final scores of the Classic are 
as follows: 

, Hellgate 188, CMR 1471>, Columbia Falls 128, Thomp-
• son Falls 103, Peninsula High of Gig Harbor, Washing

ton 991>, Great Falls 961>, Darby 84, Havre 811>. Su
perior 711>, Coeur d'Alene 68, Sentinel841>, White
fish 58, Seeley-swan S1 , Hamilton 451>, Corvallis 32, 
Renegades (unattached) 23, Eureka 221>. 
Here's how tbe wrestlen for HeUgate fin.Lsbed. 
98 - Robert Cornelius, si>th 
105 - Bryon Kaufman, thin! 
112 - Doug Wooley, lost thin! round consolation Fri
day. 
119 - Dan Foster, first 
126 - Dale Foster, first 
132 - Scott Nicholson, thin! 
138 - Greg Bartelt, second 
145 - John Salmonsen, second 
15S- Mark Richtmeyer, lost first round consolation 
Satunlay 
167- Wade Ayala, lost first round consolation Satur
day 
185 - Joe Moderie, second 
Hwt - Cal Flink, fllllt 
Hwt- Rob McDonald (Renegade) seventh 

Hellgate wrestler Dale Foster grapples with a Thompson Falls wrestler 
in the Rocky Mountain Classic, Hellgate won the classic with 188 
points over C.M. Russen·~ 147.5 points. 

Seniors shoot for state wrestling titles 
Hellgate's wrestling team has five 

seniors on the squad this year com
peting in their last season of high 
school wrestling. Each one of them 
said they think they have a good 
shot at winning a state champion
ship in their respective weight 
classes. 

The wrestlers are Cal Flink, 
heavyweight; Joe Moderie, 185; 
Greg Bartelt, 138; Scott Nicholson, 
132; and Dan Foster, 119. 

Flink, who is the front-runner in 
the heavyweight division, should 
only have trouble with a couple of 
wrestlers. Flink said, "my toughest 

competition will come from Scott 
,Steckle of Havre and Gary Albright 
out of Billings." Flink also added 
that Butte will be the darkhorse 
and is a team to be aware of. 

Moderie comes next in the 185 
pound bracket. Moderie, who has 
lost only once this season should 
only have trouble with Mike 
Connors of Butte. 

Greg Bartelt, who is in the 138 
,pound weight class, has also lost 
once this season but should re
bound and do well at state. Bartelt 
said, "Paul Nazelrod of CMR and 
Mike Rossberg of Helena Capital 
will be my toughest opponents." 

Nicholson, who also has dropped 
one decision this year, said Brian 
Embrachia of CMR would be his 
toughest competitor. Nicholson also 
said, Hellgate as a team would have 
•its toughest competition from CMR 
and Great Falls High at the state 
tournament in Great Falls. 

Foster is the fifth Hellgate senior 
looking for a state title. Foster is 
undefeated this season. 

The Knights are currently ranked 
number one in the state "AA" 
power poll, and should remain 
there through the rest of the season 
and going into the state tournament 
Feb. 22 and 23. 
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