
Standardized tests' validity in question
By JACKIE MUCHMORE
News Editor

Whether or not standarized tests, such as the 
Scholastic Aptitude Test, adequately meas
ure a student's academic ability and contribute 
to fair standards for college admission has 
been questioned in recent months by educators 
and consumer groups.

In a recently released report, consumer ad
vocates Ralph Nadar and Allan Nairn claim 
many colleges are misusing test scores by plac
ing too much emphasis on them and by not 
considering other talents students may have. 
Nadar said a student cannot be adequately jud
ged from the scores of a multiple choice test 
because the creativity and idealism of the stu
dent is not represented by his test scores.

Although Nadar and Nairn claim colleges

depend on test scores too much, Hellgate guid
ance counselor Rick Burrell said many colleges 
now look at a student’s four year performance 
in high school to determine his eligibility for 
college.

Burrell, who is testing supervisor at Hell- 
gate, said most colleges look at a student's test 
scores, grades and performance in high school 
to determine eligibility for college admission.

“Solely admitting a student to a college be
cause of his test scores is wrong," Burrell said. 
He added that colleges should consider other 
factors, such as a student’s motivation and de
termination, before deciding whether or not a 
student will be admitted.

Guidance counselor Marolene Stevenson 
said test scores are “just more information" 
for colleges to consider. She said the validity of

test scores depend on “how people use them.’’
“I think tests have their place,” said Steven

son. “I would hope colleges don’t put undue 
emphasis upon any one thing,”'

Burrell said tests, such as the SAT, are mul
tiple choice “mainly for the ease of scoring.” 
He said colleges need a “consistent form of 
measurement by which to compare students.” 
He said if the tests were in essay form, the 
scores “would not be reliable” because they 
would vary depending on who corrected the 
test.

A major question that has risen concerning 
tests, like the SAT, is whether or not students 
should be allowed to see their corrected an
swer sheets.

The Educational Testing Service which ad

ministers the SAT opposes giving out corrected 
tests because it would cause a rise in the cost 
of taking the test and hinder the quality of the 
tests.

Stevenson said if students were able to see 
their corrected tests, testing companies would 
have to repeatedly change the tests. She said if 
companies had to do this, the number of test 
dates would probably be reduced making it 
difficult for students to schedule their activi
ties around remaining test dates. She added 
that the cost of taking the test would probably 
increase.

Although Stevenson said students have a 
right to see what they have done, most stu
dents do not receive their scores until at least 
a month after taking the test and would have 
no use in seeing their corrected answer sheets.

Hallsten, Brown petition 
for impeachment of Albini

By TROY DECKERT 
Editor

Dan Hallsten, Student Federation 
president, and vice president Peggy 
Brown have circulated petitions 
calling for senior Sen. Steve Albini’s 
impeachment from Student Senate. 
Hallsten said, however, he is “back
ing away” from bringing the peti
tions to senate because the charges 
against Albini are not very strong 
and he doubts the impeachment 
would go through.

Brown said they may just use the 
petitions as a warning to Albini.

Hallsten and Brown said they cir
culated the petitions, which have 
about 300 signatures, because Albini 
disrupts meetings, talks out of 
order, unneedingly manipulates 
parliamentary procedure and uses 
vulgarities.

Albini said he has disrupted 
meetings, but not intentionally. He

said there is nothing wrong with 
talking during the senate meetings 
and he has never been out of order 
when addressing the senate. He 
said he does not misrepresent par
liamentary procedure. He said 
there is nothing wrong with using it 
to help his arguments. He said he 
does not use vulgarities when ad
dressing senate.

Hallsten and Brown said they 
have become very angry at Albini in 
recent meetings.

Last week Albini objected to 
Brown's presiding over the senate 
while Hallsten stepped down to de
bate a bill because Brown had not 
been approved by senate to run the 
meeting. Albini wanted senior Sen. 
Leigh Kirkpatrick to run the meet
ing, but senate voted to have Brown 
do it.

Brown said that the vice presi
dent had traditionally run the meet

ings in the president’s absence and 
it angered her that Albini doubted 
her ability. She said that after that 
meeting Hallsten and she decided 
to circulate the petitions.

“Steve has got to realize what his 
obnoxious behavior is doing,” said 
Hallsten. Hallsten said Albini’s be
havior and vulgar language cause 
senate to receive critical reviews 
from teachers and administrators.

Albini said, “I consider it unethi
cal for someone who is supposed to 
be objective to become directly in
volved in the impeachment. 
Hallsten is presiding at all meet
ings, including meetings in which 
the charges would be brought up. It 
is imperative that he be impartial."

Hallsten said Albini’s comment 
about impartiality is “basically 
true, but our job is also to control 
senate.”

Juniors selected for the 33rd annual Girls' State in Helent June 1-7 
are from left, Patsy Mangan, Christy Bain, Joan Woodbury, alternate 
Rene Pisel and Francie Marcinkowski. Delegates learn about s ate 
government as they simulate offices and procedures.

All staters

Plans for night school, homeroom near completion
By DONETTE EBBUTT 
Assistant News Editor

Plans for a night school and 
homeroom system for students at 
Big Sky, Hellgate and Sentinel are 
nearing finalization.

MCHS Supt. George Zellick said 
the two programs will be initiated 
during the 1980-81 school year 
providing the MCHS Board of Trus
tees approves them.

NIGHT SCHOOL
Night school will be an alterna

tive to regular high school for stu
dents who work during the day or 
have problems functioning in a tra
ditional school atmosphere, said 
Zellick.

He said classes would be 55 
minutes long and would probably 
be from 4 to 9 p.m. Students may 
be allowed to schedule some classes 
during the day and some at night 
also. Zellick said night school will 
make the six-period day flexible for 
working students.

The school will be housed in two 
educational trailers owned by 
the MCHS district and possibly a 
mobile home which would be used 
by Project 100 students during the 
day said Zellick. All night school fa
cilities will be located on Sentinel 
school grounds, he added.

Zellick said courses offered at the 
school are tentative but will likely 
include math, science, English and 
social studies. He said students will 
also have access to facilities used by 
the adult night school and Sentinel. 
Zellick said students “would have 
the opportunity to participate in 
any of the subjects kids have in the 
day time” except choir and band.

The night school will be run by 
four teachers taken from staffs now 
at Hellgate and Sentinel. Zellick 
said the program as planned would 
be able to handle 75 to 100 students.

HOMEROOM
The homeroom system designed 

for next year will give students an

“identity” while in high school said 
Joe Roberts, MCHS curriculm di
rector.

He said the purpose of the home
room is to “get the ratio of students 
to adviser down as far as we can.”

Roberts said Hellgate and Sen
tinel have too many students for 
each counselor under the present 
system. He said this poses a prob
lem because students do not get as 
much individual counseling as they 
may need.

A report by the* administration 
states that students would be as
signed to a certified staff member 
at his school. This teacher would be 
responsible for advising students in 
the areas of registration, atten
dance, advance, make-up, schedule 
changes and report cards while the 
student is in school.

The teacher will also be responsi
ble for parent conferences and re
ferrals of students to specialists 
when needed.

Zellick said homeroom would

probably be held during “0” period 
or portions of periods one through 
six if necessary because of conflict
ing activities.

Length of homerooms has not 
been determined, but Zellick said 
they may range from 15 to 45 
minutes. He also said they would 
probably not be on a daily basis, be
cause they probably will not be 
needed that often.

Roberts said a committee of

teachers and administrators are 
studying homeroom systems in 
Montana and will go to St. Louis, 
Mo. to study homeroom systems 
there. The committee will then 
comprise a system which is “palata
ble to the kids, teachers and every
one else.”

He said both the night school and 
homeroom programs should be 
completed by late summer.


