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Councils raise spirit, accomplish little 
The purpose and function of high school 

student councils is unclear to those who are 
not directly involved in the regular process 
of such an organization. 

As to what student government does, 
there is little question when the purpose has 
been determined. Since with most schools it 
is to raise school spirit, the major projects 
undertaken are the planning of pep assem
blies, Homecoming festivities and the Prom, 
pep sales (shakers, buttons, T-shirts) and 
raising of money for these things. A useful 
and effective government carries out these 
tasks, but takes on more important projects. 
Fortunately, Hellgate's Student Senate has 
concerned itself with several worthy non
pep undertakings, most notably the repeated 
attempts to place a student representative 
on the MCHS Board of Trustees. The cre
ation of a curriculum review committee 
(STEAC) was good too, but now lies dor
mant due to neglect. When the swim team 
was cut, a senate committee was given the 
job of writing a resolution calling for its re
vival. 

Convention last week was one that seem
ingly ignores the academic betterment of 
school, and concerns itself almost entirely 
with making school fun. Fun means school 
spirit, which means support for athletic 
teams. "Involvement leads to accomplish
ment,'' was the MASC theme this year, and 
oddly, the word "apathetic" was applied to 
people who are not involved. These are usu
ally people whose interests don't always in
clude high school activities. That seems a 
rather twisted way to urge uninterested stu
dents to athletic contests when they may be 
socially or politically active outside of high 
school. 

At the recent annual convention in Hel
ena of the Montana Association of Student 
Councils, MASC, the purpose of student gov-
ernment was made quite clear and agreed 
upon almost unanimously; to raise school 
spirit, to make school fun. But keeping in 
mind the reasons for government, this 
doesn't seem right. Senators are elected to 
represent the students, but good representa
tion has little to do with the process of most 
student councils. In fact most agree that 
elections are nothing more than popularity 
contests. In Helena, a guest speaker actually 
said that this is how the elections should be. 

If what was to be seen at the MASC Con
vention is any indication of what Montana 
student councils are and want to be, then 
they are nothing more than elected pep 
clubs, and are worthless as governing bod
ies. 

But this just isn't true. We have the Pep 
Club to raise school spirit, and election of 
·Homecoming and Prom royalty is meant to 
be a popularity contest. The general purpose _ 
of studeqt government is to govern, repre
sent ~nd to give students an understanding 
of democratic process. 

These are important and useful things 
and the sort that the senate at Hellgate and 
those at other schools should work on. 

However, Hellgate's Student Senate is 
probably one of the best in the state, only 
because it pursues a few worth while mat
ters. 

Hunters 
carelessness 
surprising 
By Ian Moulding 
Journalism I 

Hunting sea8on is rapidly coming 
to an end, and I for one am bewil
dered. Not because of my bad luck 
in finding game, but because I'm 
still alive. 

The carelessness of some hunters 
makes me wonder why every leaf, 
stump, and squirrel in the forest 
doesn't have a bullet hole . in it. I 
may not be the greatest hunter in 
the world, but I do follow the rules 
of safe hunting. For some naive 
reason, I just assumed that every
one else did also. Well, as I found 
out, they don't. 

Blatant examples of hunter irre
sponsibility are far too numerous to 
be ignored. 

One woman was shot and 
left to die. Calling attention to her

. self by leaning on the horn of her 
car was the only thing that saved 
her. Two weeks before duck season 
opened, 10 ducks were found 
stuffed into a trash can in the Nine 
Mile area with the breast meat torn 
out. 

Four cow elk were found dead in 
Yellowstone Park, just left there to 
rot by some ignorant jerk who will 
never be found. There is no excuse 
for people like this, they should be 
locked up forever. 

Personally, I have come across 
hunters firing wildly into the air 
with high powered rifles at grouse 
they had flushed. I have heard sto
ries of hunters that shot elk but 
"could never find them." 

Hunting is a privilege which 
shouldn't be abused, and anyone 
who is not prepared to respect the 
laws of safe hunting should not 
hunt. So before you go out to get 
your game, remember to be consid
erate of your fellow hunters, and 
the animals. 

--r 

The hard-working and ideal Student 
Council that was characterized at the MASC 

·The Kilt Matt Guthrie 

Study halls imprison students 
During the Second World War, the Germans liked to 

punish prisoners by making them sit in the same place 
for hours at a time, without moving or talking. Here at 
Hellgate the administration does the same thing, except 
in one-hour doses, and they call it study hall. 

Of all the changes that they have been made at Hell
gate this year, one of those that seems to be working 
least well is the institution of supervised study halls for 
upperclassmen. Now it appears that study halls are 
much too strict. The teachers inflict unnecessarily 
severe discipline on the students for no logical (or hu
manitarian) reason. There is absolutely no justification 
for the lack of freedoms for students in study hall. 

The only people who can possibly gain any satisfac
tion from the present system are the teachers who get 
to exercise tyranny and repression almost at will. 

The study hall is supposed to be a place where all the 
good little boys and girls sit and study studiously. Unfor
tunately, whoever came up with this idea forgot a rather 
important detail: Students do not always have home
work to do for the entire hour. One recent random sur
vey of a study hall showed seven out of 31 students, al
most 25 percent, just sitting, twiddling their thumbs or 
gazing out of the window. Another point that seems to 
have escaped the notice of administrators is that people 
like to talk to their friends. Surely there is no harm in 
just an Idle conversation with the person sitting next to 

you? But no, the administration, out of the wisdom of 
their hearts have decided that the only places where 
conversation is allowed are the so called "group study" 
areas where people can do homework together. This is 
also a farce; if the people really had homework to do, 
they wouldn't want to talk. Talking about homework is 
about the only thing less fun than actually doing it. 

However all is not yet lost for the study hall students. 
There are various other resource rooms available · 
around the school to which they can check out. (This of 
course, entails the procurement of a hall pass, a device 
designed to waste time, patience, and trees.) 

The library is also a no-speaking zone, but the wide 
variety of literature available makes it tolerable for 
some students. The CIA, on the other hand, is the ideal 
place for the student who is interested in finding out 
about colleges or professions, and also has the distinct 
advantage of a stereo system. 

For the administration to continue with study halls in 
their present form would be absolutely ridiculous. Stu
dents in study halls should not be kept like prisoners in 
cells, each to his assigned seat, there to stay until the 
bell sounds, but should be allowed to sit with whoever 
they choose, and more important, to open their m0uths 
to do something other than yawn. The sooner these 
changes are made, the better it will be for the present 
victims of the study halls. 

Steve Dehner 
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