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Reagan's view selfish Senates, board bungle proposal 
By Diana Payne 
Staff Writer 

"Father forgive them, for they 
know not what they do." 

It was an unfortunate day in 
America 's environmental history 
when Ronald Reagan was elected. 
It seems hard to believe that so 
many people . could back such 
greedy, selfish, conservative ideas 
that Reagan is proposing for the di
rection that are country's future 
must follow. 

One of the most important con
cepts people should analyze is Rea
gan's ignorant view of our so-called 
"abundant" resources. We do have 
some resources, but they are in 
areas such as wilderness areas, 
ocean frontiers and on reservations. 
It is not right to lose the few places 
left where wildlife is abundant, 
beauty has not been destroyed by 
"man's progress" and to not honor 
treaties that were supposedly made 
"for as long as the grass grows and 
the river flows ." We can not allow 

this to happen just to satisfy our 
greedy lust of resources ; such as 
coal, oil and lumber. 

At the present time, we are using 
one-third of the world 's resources 
to maintain our standard of living. 
You would think that we could give 
up some of our luxuries so that we 
can continue to live in this country 
that we are so proud of. Reagan 
seems to have little concern for 
conservation. America has to real
ize we can not keep up our present 
standard of living at the price of the 
elements in our environment. 

Reagan does not have a realistic 
view of how to solve our energy 
crises. He will take from areas 
which should be protected from ex
plotation. Eventually these re
sources also will run out and then 
what will we have left ; ugly masses 
of land where nothing can live or 
grow. This shouldn't be one of our 
alternatives for our environmental 
future. 

By Troy Deckert 
Editor 

Once again, the MCHS Board of 
Trustees has rejected having a non
voting student member. Though the 
board's ridiculous justification has 
little merit, the students who 
brought the proposal to the board 
must take much of the blame for its 
rejection. 

Hellgate's Student Senate has 
worked on the proposal for six 
years, asking for formal board ap
proval three times. Last spring Dan 
Hallsten, former Student Federa
tion president, asked the board for 
a student representative but be
CC!USe of a death in his family, Hall
sten couldn't attend the meeting in 
which the board would have voted. 
With Hallsten 's help, Hellgate's sen
ate organized another try which the 
board rejected last month. 

The board is ignoring obvious 
merits to a student member. Other 
school boards, including the state 
~ard of Public Education, have 

Adopt mandatory sex ed 
By Kirstin Miller 
Assistant News Editor 

Nov. 28, the controversial issue of 
whether or not" to have sex educa
tion in the school will be brought 
before the State Board of Public 
Education, Sex education should 
be adopted as a mandatory part of 
the Montana schools' curriculum. 

The rate of teen-age pregnancy in 
America has reached epidemic 
proportions, and Montana is no ex
ception ; statistics show a drastic in
crease of pregnant teen-agers in 
Montana over the past few years. If 
something is to be done, the logical 
place to start is in the schools. 

Today's adolescents are pres
sured to achieve more, earlier -
academically, socially, sexually. To 
be sure, young adolescents in previ
ous generations have been sexually 
active and have become pregnant. 
What is different today is not exis-

Letters __ 
To the Editor: 

As the first quarter came to an 
end, I took a minute to look at the 
"NEW HELLGATE", and its six
period day. Who's the Administra
tion trying to fool? 

This six-period day is a big mis
take and is looking to be a big fail
ure. It leaves no time for a student 
to take electives. Required classes 
are taking the whole show. And 
frankly, I couldn't give a damn 
about algebra, prepositional phrases 
and the like. 

In a couple of years I'll be jump
ing into life. I'll be making my own 
decisions, trying to run my own life. 
What I could use is some idea of 
what's going on out there. Electives 
can teach me a lot about real life, 
and I think that's very important. 

So come on , Mr. Administration, 
we all make mistakes. Don't ignore 
the big one you made. Give us back 
an eight or nine period day. The 
students need it. 

Chris Holliday 
Senior 

The Lance encourages letters to 
the editor on any subject. Letters 
should be written neatly and 
brought to the Lance room, 317, or 
placed in the Central Office letters 
box. Unsigned, libelous or obscene 
letters will not be printed. 

tence of the problem, but fre
quency. When a million 12-to 17-
year-olds become pregnant each 
year, we have to recognize a prob
lem and begin dealing with it. 

The majority of high school stu
dents are not receiving enough in
formation about sex ; either in their 
homes or at school. A poll was 
taken last week of 100 students at a 
Montana student council gathering 
asking them to raise their hand if 
they felt they had received an ade
quate sex education at school or in 
the borne. Five hands were raised ; 
95 percent felt that they needed 
more information and were not get
ting it in either place. 

Biological facts alone do not 
begin to deal with the emotions 
that are involved. Not many 
adolescents can talk about sex with 
their parents, even if they do have a 
fairly close relationship. This topic 

is just not easy for parents to 
openly discuss with their offspring. 

A good sex education course 
should include facts on human sex
uality and reproduction, interperso
nal relationships, and preparation 
for marriage and child rearing. 
Sensitive and well-trained teachers 
should present this material in a 
straightforward and unbiased man
ner. Let the student then form his 
own values. Right now, venereal 
disease is second only to the com
mon cold in infectious diseases of 
American teen-agers. 

Parents and students in favor of 
sex education must let the school 
know they want a program in the 
curriculum. The scho·ol board 
largely bases their decisions of such 
issues on what they believe the pub
lic wants. If enough people come to 
school board meetings and voice 
their opinions, progress toward 
adopting a program can be made. 
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found student advisers valuable. 
The precedent has shown having a 
student member can work. 

The governed students must have 
a say in their government. After 
working and learning with the 
board, a student representative's 
view would be much more valuable 
than that of a student in the audi
ence. But the board continues to 
treat students as infants. One mem
ber suggested that students from 
each school sit in chairs identified 

. by their school colors. 
Most boards that have adopted a 

. student member have been skepti
cal. Their support of a student 
member came after they tried it. 
Before Hallsten 's approach the 
board seemed willing to try a stu
dent adviser, as a majority said they 
would vote for it. The Hellgate sen
ate 's inaction in that try, however, 
doomed it. Hallsten was out 
of office and should not have had to 
carry the burden. The current Stu
dent Senate should have known 

what was happening and saved the 
proposal. For months no students 
were at the meetings. 

After a few more months Halls
ten and the executive boards of 
Hellgate, Big Sky and Sentinel apol
ogized and presented the proposal 
again. If the board was to vote, the 
students were told, the proposal 
would die. Board members raised 
valid objections to the voting pro
cess and Seeley Swan's exclusion. 
After months of silence, the stu
dents offered a complicated, inade
quate proposal. Because of the stu- · 
dents ' incompetence in presenting 
the proposal, the board rejected it. 

It took six years to get a chance 
of having a skeptical board try a 
student representative and that 
chance was lost. Student Senate 
bungled its proposal , wasting 
months before presenting it and 
failing to check the board's wants 
and opinions. 

Contest awards $50 
L'ash prizes of $25 will be awarded to first place winners of a short 

story and illustration contest sponsored by the Lance. 
The stories and drawings will be used in the Christmas issue. 
The entries have to have a Christmas theme and can be 

any length or size. They will be judged on content and structure by a 
panel of Lance staff members. 

Stories should be neatly written or typed and drawings must be 
done in ink without color. They should be turned into the Lance 
mailbox in Central Office. The contest is open only to high school 
students. Lance staff members and journalism students are ineligi
ble. There is no entry fee. Deadline for the contest is Dec. 4. 

All entries must be labelled with the student's full name, class and 
home phone number. Only one entry per person in each category is 
allowed, but a student can enter both categories. 

The first place winners in each category will receive a $25 cash 
prize. The winning story and illustration will be printed in the Dec. 
23 issue. Winners will he notified prior to publication. 

MEN - WOMEN 

We teach 
hundreds of 

valuable skills. 

Everything from lab procedures to surveying, probably 
including the skill that intrigues you most. If you 

qualify, start at $501 a month (before deductions). 

Call Army Opportunities 
In Missoula at 543-3126 
Join the people who've joined the Army. 


