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Allow me, if you will, to make a 
few predictions regarding the out
come of next year's Academy 
Award presentations. For best pic
ture, "The Elephant Man", best 
actor, John Hurt; best supporting 
actor, Anthony Hopkins; best sup
porting actress, Anne Bancroft; 
best director, David Lynch and best 
cinematography, Freddie Francis. 

All of the above have one thing in 
common: They were involved with 
the production of the aforemen
tioned picture~ "The Elephant 
Man." 

"The Elephant Man" is a beauti
ful, touching and poignant movie. 
Artfully directed and stunningly fil
med, it is easily the best picture of 
this year and to my mind, surpasses 
such achievements as "The 
Champ", "Kramer vs. Kramer" 
and "Breaking Away". 

In it's ability to rend the heart, 
touch the emotions and bring tears 
to the eyes of those who see it "The 
Elephant Man" is unparalled in re
cent memory. It encompasses the 
entire range of human feelings, 
from admiration and love to disgust 
and even hate. 

"The Elephant Man" is the true 
story of John Merrick. Grotesquely 
deformed since birth by a rare dis
ease, Merrick spent most of his life 
as a circus freak . Beaten and 
starved by a cruel and inhuman 
master (whose normal appearance 
disguised the soul of the real freak), 
he was finally rescued by a young 
physician (perfectly portrayed by 
Anthony Hopkins) who helped him 
to realize that he was not an ani
mal, but a sensitive and intelligent 
human being - a man. 

John Hurt, a relative unknown, 
gives a performance which is at 
once sensitive, emotional, and real
istic. Hurt shows us Merrick as the 
human being he was; making us 
forget his hideous appearance 
which our social conditioning would 
usually teach us to loathe and 
avoid. We actually come to love the 
elephant man. Hurt's portrayal is . 
always touching and tragic, but 
never maudlin. 

Filming the picture in black and 
white is a credit to the good judge
ment of director and ex-Missoulian 
David Lynch and photography di
rector Freddie Francis. The subtle 
shades of black and white accentu
ate the drama and pathos of the 
story perfectly. Color would have 
ruined it. 

While John Hurt is, without a 
doubt, the star of "The Elephant 
Man", the supporting cast is none 
the less superb. Every character is 
human and true-to--life . 

If you only see one movie this 
year, make it "The Elephant Man" . 
It is a lesson in human nature not 
to be missed. Take your brother or 
sister, your parent, your date or go 
alone if you have to, but by all 
means get yourself down to the 
Mann Triplex and see this picture 
- it is one of the few films this 
year worth the $3.50 admission 
price. 
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Former student Flink pleads guilty 
to wreckless driving charge 

Calvin Flink, a former Hellgate 
student, pleaded guilty to a charge 
of reckless driving resulting in the 
car accident that killed Hellgate 
graduate Scott Klaudt last May. 

Flink faced a misdemeanor 
charge of driving "with a willful or 
wanton disregard for the safety of 
persons or property." 

Flink was fined $500 by Missoula 
County Justice of the Peace Bill 
Monger. Flink paid $350 Monday 
and the court agreed to let him pay 
the remainder of the fine at a later 
date. 

The charge was filed after an ac
cident on may 29 when Flink's car 
crashed off Mullan Road, killing 
Klaudt and causing Flink to sustain 
neck injuries. 

Flink testified at a June 24 coro
ner's inquest, that he had been 
drinking alcohol prior to the acci
dent and that he had been driving 
with the accelorator pressed to the 
floor when the accident occurred. 

A jury trial ' set for Nov. 12 was 
canceled by Flink's guilty plea. 

Vinyl Verdicts 
Jeff Morgan 

Cheap Trick has come out with 
something to get all shook up 
about. Their new album, "All 
Shook Up" is their best studio 
album since "Heaven To
night." "All Shook Up" is a 
package of 10 (count 'em) new 
Rick Neilsen songs, and none 
of them are terrible. 

Cheap Trick has always been 
likened to the Beatles for their 
vocal harmonies and instru
mental arrangements. Last 
summer, on their "Found All 
The Parts" EP, they used the 

Beatles song, "Day Tripper." On this album, they use the Beatles' 
producer and engineer. Producer George Martin and engineer Geoff 
Emerick, two of the most experienced and successful people in re
cording, lend their respective hands in crafting a pretty good album. 

Please note that I said "pretty good, but not the greatest thing 
since zip-lock bags. " All Shook Up" is a good album. It's leaps and 
bounds above "Dream Police," but they have never done anything 
nearly as good as "Live at Budokan" and probably never will. 
"Dream Police" had a very low entertainment to dollar ratio- that 
is, after hearing it three times, you didn't much care if you heard it 
again. It was a boring album. "All Shook Up" on the other hand isn't 
at all boring. None of the songs are particularly memorable, but it's 
not boring. On a scale of one to 10, it would probably rate a seven. 

If you are a Cheap Trick fan, their new album will really get you 
all shook up. If not, you'll get just a slight tremble. 

*** 
Admittedly, I have never heard 
a Head East album before, so 
I'm not sure if they are a terri
ble band or if only their latest 
album, " U.S. 1" is terrible. 
However, that is somewhat in-

• consequential. Wrether they 
were good or bad in the past, 
they're not good now. 

I have a theory : Head East, 
Journey and Kansas all use the 
same song writer. The writer is 
a seventh grade girl. This must 
be true. They all play the same 
type of sappy, uninspired , life

less, hollow-lyriced songs and their biggest audi~nce is the seventh 
grade group. It's probably all the same band and they just change 
band names, assume personal pseudonymes and change costume. I 
may be uncovering a big scandal. Being involved with one bad band 
is bad enough, but when someone is involved with three, it's almost 
criminal. 

Ok, Ok. Maybe I am exagerating a little. They're not absolutely 
Vomitville. Just quasi-Vomitville. I still, however, hold to my theory 
about them all being the same band. If you must buy this album, go 
ahead, but you will be an accessory to the crime. 

*** Albums reviewed courtesy of Eli's Records & Tapes, 3629 Brooks. 
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WINTER FUN 
FOR EVERYONE! 

Why not try some new winter fun, and enjoy 
Montana's beautiful outdoors at the same time? 
We stock the finest X-C, skis and winter clothing 
from: 

FISCHER 
BONNA 
EPOKE 
ALFA 
NOR RONA 

MOONSTONE 
MARMOT 
POWDERHORN 
WOOLRICH 
BANANA 
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