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A's stand between Knights and state 
By Troy Deckert 
Editor 

To get to the state girls basket
ball tournament Hellgate will have 
to beat a team that they've lost to 
twice in conference play. The 
Knights play Anaconda tomorrow 
night at 8:30 in the first round in 
the Western AA tournament. 

The Knights can't afford any let 
down against the fourth-place Cop
per A's, said coach Vicki Brown. 
"We're going to have to play better 

· than we have all year," said Brown. 
Hellgate will have to get ahead of 

Anaconda 9-5 in league play and 
keep the lead so the Copper A's 
don't run a delay offense, said 
Brown. She said the Knights will 
need more scoring from the whple 
team. In the Knight's 40-23 loss to 
Anaconda last weekend, center Jo
dene Kyle was held to only four 
points. "We didn't get any big scor-

ing from anyone else. If she's shut 
down, someone will have to pick up 
the slack," said Brown. Hellgate 
shot only 19 percent from the floor 
in that game. 

The Knights played better in 
their first loss to Anaconda, 30-25, 
early in the season, hitting from the 
free throw line to stay in the game. 

Besides shooting more often, the 
Knights will have to be mentally 
prepared for divisionals, said junior 
forward Nan Kenuzel. "We have 
been just going out and saying 'Oh, 
just another game," said Keunzel. 

The Knights will need to play 
consistant basketball for four quar
ters, said Kyle. Hellgate has been 
playing well sometimes for only one 
quarter, said Kyle. 

Winning three of their last four 
games has given Hellgate some 
momentum going into divisionals, 
Brown said. The Knights beat 

Havre last Friday, 54-29. 
Though the Knights were young 

and inexperienced this year, the 
team hasn't had as good a season as 
it wanted . Brown had hoped the 
team would finish third or fourth, 
but she said that Columbia Falls 
and Anaconda have been stronger 
teams than she expected. 

Ted Anderson, coach of first
place Sentinel, said that the top 
four teams, Sentinel, Columbia 
Falls, Kalispell and Anaconda, are 
the favorites to get the top four 
spots and qualify for state. " You 
can't discount Hellgate. The dark
horse is likely to be Havre," he 
said. 

Big Sky coach Nick McEnaney 
hopes his last-place Eagles can slip 
by some teams in the tournament, 
as they almost did to Sentinel last 
weekend 42-32. 

Roller coaster season for Knights 
By Monte Bryant 
Assistant Sports Editor 

The Knights' football season was 
one of ups and downs, but defina
tely up from past seasons. 

Hellgate was 4-3 in conference 
play this year and the team spent 
five weeks on top of the Western 
AA Division. Quite a difference 
from last year's team, which spent 
a lot of time in the bottom of the 
division. 

There were some problems that 
faced Hellgate this year. One very 
important one was the splitting of 
Missoula's schools with the addition 
of Big Sky. 

"We had players that were going 
back and forth from each school, 
trying to get settled. It would hurt 
our team because you would expect 
a certain player to play for you and 

you would pretty much know where 
your players were going," said Stra
nahan. "Then the · next day you 
would find out that he was going to 
another school. Then you would 
have to start all over again," he 
said. "We had a small offensive line 
this year and we weren't as good 
defensively this year as expected," 
said Stranahan. 

After getting on top of the con
ference the Knights season hinged 
on the games against Kalispell and 
Sentinel. The Knights had to beat 
one of those teams to get a state 
playoff berth. 

"We seemed to be in good·prepa
ration for both games and we 
played good first half ball against 
Sentinel. But in both games we lost 
them on the big plays," said Strana
han. "In the second half against 
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Sentinel, the long pass to McCauley 
for a touchdown (for Sentinel) 
seemed to change the momentum. 
From then on we were just playing 
by mistakes," he said. 

" Not having a good chance of 
making the playoffs seemed to 
really hurt the team's performance. 
When we were down in the Colum
bia Falls game we didn 't pull to
gether as a team like in the past," 
said Stranahan. With the new assist
ant coaches, the team had problems 
because the coaches were not famil
iar with each other. 

Hellgate had some players on the 
team that will probably get some 
recognition, such as senior tail back 
Mike Ramos and senior tight end 
Mike Callaghan . Senior Neal 
Blakely was also an outstanding 
player this year. 

r 
Freshmen Brook~ Johnston and Larry Kolb went Christmas 
shopping a little early. Now it might take them till Christmas 
to decide which one of them is going to take him home. But 
they did not only shop for their big buddy, they got their sharp 
looking clothes at the Altogether. 
Brooke is wearing the new Lawman Tulip jean with a striped 
Dream Weaver velour sweater. Larry Kolb has on the V
pocket Lawman jean with his plaid Mad Man shirt and a 
black Zoans Men velour on it. 

Altogether located at Southgate Mall 

Freshmen Laurie Smith takes a break during Hellgate's recent 
confrontation with Anaconda. Hellgate suffered a 40-23 loss and the 
Knights face Anaconda again tomorrow night in the first round of the 
Western AA Tournament. 

Ping pongers compete 
Senior Anders Betzholz, junior 

Jim Jacobson, and freshman Todd 
Wallace were the winners for their 
respective classes in a table tennis 
tournament organized two weeks 
ago by physical education teacher 
Jim Miller. Over forty students par
ticipated in the tournament which 
took place in the gym during the 
lunch hour. 

Miller said he organized the 
tournament because "it's a fun 
game and there are a lot of good 
players in the school." 

Although there was a good turn
out overall for the contest, Miller 
said that there were not enough 

sophomores and so freshmen and 
sophomores competed together. 
Also all of the girls that started in 
the contest either quit or got beat. 

The winners and runners-up were 
awarded Intramural Champion tee 
shirts. The runner-ups were senior 
Ralph Ashmore , junior Terry 
Eisenbarth, and freshman David 
Woodbury. 

"If we had another tournament 
tomorrow," Miller said, "probably 
100 people would sign up." 

Other tournaments such as three 
on three basketball and doubles 
table tennis will probably also be 
conducted, Miller said. 


