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The • oon1es: 
The controversial new religion-a threat or salvation? 

By Jeff Morgan 
Fine Arts Editor 

The Unification Church, under the direc
tion of Rev. Sun Myung Moon, is one of the 
most controversial new religions to start in 
America within the past ten years. Their unor
thodox views on Christianity, their success and · 
their visibility have all contributed to this con
troversy. 

Although it has kept fairly low key, there is 
a Unification Church in Missoula at 420 E. 
Broadway. Under the direction of Bruce 
Maben, the church's mission is "to apply the 
Devine Principle," which was written by 
Moon. The Devine Principal is supposedly a 
revelation by God to Moon explaining God's 
will. 

WHO IS MOON? 
To better understand the Unification 

Church, one must first know a little about 
Moon himself. 

Moon was born to a Presbyterian family in 
south Korea in 1920. On Easter Sunday, 1936, 
Moon had a vision in which he reportedly 
talked with Jesus Christ. Christ told Moon to 
finish the salvation of the Earth which Jesus 
had ~tarted but failed to finish. For years after 
that, he studied religious scriptures of Buddha 
and Moses. 

In 1946, Moon was thrown into prison by the 
Communists for four years. Moon considers his 
imprisonment as a period for the purification 
of his soul and an exercise for his love of man. 

self and founded the "Holy Sprit Association 
for the Unification church of World Christiani
ty" in 1954. 

The church's theories stem from Moon's 
devine revelations which say that Adam and 
Eve were to parent a perfect, sinless race. 
However, the devil, in the form of a snake, se
duced Eve and brought the fall of humanity. 

The coming of the Messiah was supposed to 
have had Jesus be "the second Adam." He was 
to wed and carry out the task that Adam and 
Eve had failed to do, but he was crucified be
fore he could carry out that task. This means, 
according to Moon's revelations, that Christ's 
mission was not to salvage humanity from sin, 
and Christ failed in his purpose. 

We are now in the midst of the Second Com
ing. says Moon. Although we are not to find 
out who the new Messiah is until after 1980, 
we are told that he is now living and was born 
in 1920. 

The new Messiah, Moon says, is to carry out 
God's will of a perfect human race. The Unifi
cation Church's goal is to form pure and loving 
God-eentered families who will raise more 
pure and loving God-centered families. The 
long term objective is a pure, loving and God
centered world under one religion - a unified 
world. · 

Because Moon says that Christ's death was 
meaningless, he is shunned by mainline Chris
tian denomonations. The Council of Churches 
of New York City refused to accept the Unifi
cation Church as a member, so Moon sued the 
council. The courts decided that the council re
,served the right not to gra!lt membership. 

The church boasts extensive real estate hold
ings in the country, including the former New 
Yorker Hotel, a 25-room mansion and a former 
Jesuit seminary in New York State, large hold
ings in California and in many other states. 
The church also owns an industrial complex in 
Korea. 

Most of the money comes from the church's 
street peddlers. They ask people to buy flow
ers, books and peanuts on street corners and in 
airports. This is in larger cities, however. The 
Missoula church members have regular jobs 
and donate that income. 

Local religious experts, including the "Moo
nies," offered varied opinions about the 
church, but they gave a wealth of information 
and insight into this unorthodox religion. 

~he . Lance asked Dr. William Sheperd, a 
Um~enty of Montana professor of religious 
s~ud1es, exactly what a cult is and if the Unifi
cation Church was one. 

Sheperd explained that all religions start as 
cults. Christianity was a cult during the time of 
Christ. Sheperd said that a cult is something 
new and different, usually based on the teach
ings of someone still living, and are either do
mestic (such as Hare Krishna) or imported 
(such as the Unification Church). 

sent to the Unification t;nurch theology semi-. 
nary where he received a degree in religious 
education. 

The Missoula congregation has five or six 
people living in the house, and about 30 people 
who occasionally come to worship but aren't 
"full-time members." 

Maben got involved with the church in 1973 
after he had graduated from college. He was 
walking down a Philedelphia street when 
someone stopped him and started talking 
about the church's concept of a unified world. 
Maben was interested so he went to one of 
their seminars and eventually became a mem
ber of the church. 

Bruce Mahen (left), director of Missoula's· Unification Church, and 

Michael Yakowith, director of a group based on Son Myung Moon's 

teachings, hope that the Unification movement can form a pure, loving 

God-centered world. 

The Unification Church is trying very hard 
to be accepted, said Sheperd, he does not think 
that it will take very long before it is an ac
cepted religion, "unless they do something far 
out like going to Guyana .... and committing 
mass suicide." 

Reverend David Joachim, associate pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Missoula, 
does not think that the Unification Chruch will 
ever by accepted by the public. 

"There's just not enough substance to what 
they're doing ... All religions have some degree 
of truth, but the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the 
full truth," Joachim said. 

The church as "llbout 7,000 members in the 
United States. The church is surrounded by so 
much controversy and "bad press" that it 
seems difficult to see why so many people 
would join. 

Bruce Maben, director for the local Unifica
tion Center, said "I can see why someone 
would not want to join the Unification Church. 
What we teach is what inspires people to join. 
And once a person hears what we teach, like I 
say, I don't know why people would want to be 
involved in what we're talking about - build
ing a new world, becoming people who are 
really responsible in our world for each 
other ... and eventually becoming parents ·who 
will raise healthy children, strong children." 

Maben, who is 30, was raised as a Presbyte
rian·. Maben has a bachelor's degree in psy
chology and after he joined the church, he was 

Dr. Sheperd said that one reason people 
want to join is that "it affords people security 
and identity." The people in the church are 
freed from making decisions. He said that the 
Missoula members, however, are "not core 
members... They're very marginal." 

Sheperd went on to say that the Missoula 
Moonies are living lives that they have chosen. 
For example, Michael Yakowich, a Unification 
Church member and a U of M sutdent, was not 

· · told by Moon to go t9 UM. 
The Unification Church's presence, how

ever, is evident at the university. Yakowich is 
the head of the Collegiate Association for the 
Research of Principals (CARP). 

"Actually CARP is a radical group," said 
Yakawich, a former Catholic. "In the Orient, 
the carp is a really renowned fish because it 
goes agciinst the flow. We talk about things 
that students don't want to talk about. We do 
things that students don't want to do ... All that 
most students want to talk about is a good high 
or a good relationship with some girl." 

Yakawich said "CARP is a seperate organi
zation from the church ... but the inspiration 
comes from Reverand Moon. The church itself 
gives no direct financial aid." 

Maben said that CARP's function was not to 
recruit new members. H a member of CARP, 
however, decided to become a member of the 
church, "That would be fine," Maben ex
plained. "But there are a lot of people who 
don't. Catholics sponsor bazaars and things. It 

would be ridiculus to say that every bazaar is a 
production fo the Catholic Church to convert 
members.'' 

The Missoula congregation is comparitively 
low key to other Unification Church affiliates. 
Here there is no active fundraising or recurit
ing. Maben is a baker and Yakawich is a UM 
student majoring in psychology. 

In Missoula, the church members earnings 
go toward the running of the church. Maben 
said "Everything - all I've got" goes to L'te 
church. "My committment is total... Maybe 
you've heard of someone being called by God 
to build something - will, that's what we're 
doing here." 

Maben said that in Missoula a group does 
solicit money from selling flowers and other 
things, but that it is not from the Missoula 
church. "It's a team that travels around. 
They're based in Portland-Seattle area. H we 
want to, for purposes of training, or to help 
some of our projects, we can have someone go 
there on that team and travel around. But here 
in Missoula, I've chosen not to go the route of 
selling flowers and fundraising." 

After meeting a member of the Unification 
Church, it would be hard to question their 
devotion to their cause. They believe in what 
they are doing. So what is the problem? The 
public seems to have a negative view of them, 
believing that they are a threat. 

Joachim of the Presbyterian church said 
that Unificationism is "not a threat to the 
mainline church, but it is a threat to families ... 

on themselves." 
said that 

threatening, except to a parent, but as a move
ment in's not a bad thing ... It's certainly au
thoritarian and that scares some people." 
Moon and his wife married 710 couple at once 
last year, most of who had never met their 
spouses before the wedding, which Sheperd 
described as "weird." 

One of the reasons why there is so much 
controversy surrounding the church is because 
of the accusations of brain washing to recuit 
members. "I wish we could brain wash people. 
It would make the job go a lot easier," said 
Maben. "When a person experiences conver
sion, they are born anew. They stop doing 
things that they used to. To give you an ex
ample, a friend of mine was into dope ... and 
suddenly he meets these people who talk to 
him aobut living a healthy lifestyle. He comes 
back the next week. He's not drinking. He's 
not smoking ... and that's very threatening for 
his friends. They was 'Well, who put the mojo 
on you? "' 

Sheperd also said that the Unification 
Church did not use brain washing. 

Although the use of brain washing has never 
been proven with the church, deprogramming. 
is brain washing, many people believe. 

Despite oppression, non-Christianity and the 
controversy of allegations of brain washing, 
tbe members of the Unification Church believe 
in what they are doing and the first amrnend
~ent of the U.S. Constitution gives them that 
nght. No one can take it away from them. 

Although the chtirch does not nave a large 
following, it will certainly continue to grow. 
Sheperd believes that within 20 years, the Uni
fication Church will be a repectable, accepted 
religion. Even Joachim believes that people 
have a right to join the church, however, he 
feels "sadness that people settled for less than 
the best." 

Maben referring to the churches idealistic 
view of a "perfect world" can "fail to see how 
they (mankind) can live any other way." 


