
The Electric Christmas Photo by Mite Miller 

This lighted house, on the corner of Hilda and University avenues, is one of a few that is decorated to this 
extent due to higher cost of electricity. 

Controversy rises over religious songs 
- WASHINGTON (SPS) - Is "Si
lent Night" unconstitutional? · 

Not according to the Supreme 
Court, which said public schools 
can use religious songs and mater
ials during holidays when it refused 
to hear a case on Nov. 11. 

The court refused to hear the ap
peal of a Sioux Falls, S.D., family 
that claimed the use of songs like 
"Silent Night" and other religious 
customs violates the First Amend
ment to the Constitution. 

" It would be literally impossible 
to develop a public school curricu
lum that did not in some way affect 
the religious and non-religious sen
sibilities of some of the students or 
their parents," the appeals court 
said. 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union appealed the case to the Su
preme Court on behalf of the par
ents of Justin Florey, an elemen
tary school student in Sioux Falls. 

ACLU attorney Stephen Pevar 
said the use of religious songs and 
customs during holidays like Christ
mas violates the separation of 
church and state and said he was 
disappointed the Supreme Court 
uoheld the earlier rulin2. 

" When students sing 'Silent 
Night,' an exceedingly religious 
song, and then sing 'Rudolph the 
Red-Nosed Reindeer,' it takes away 
from the religious significance of 
'Silent Night," Pevar said. 

" Public Schools simply cannot do 
everything. And one of those things 
is to conduct religious programs 
and exercises because the constitu
tion forbids " he said. 

The Supreme Court is the last ap
peal for the case. Pevar said the 
only way to bring the issue up again 
is to file a different lawsuit about 
another school district. 

"The question is whether the 
government can do this," he said. 
"You just can't have a child ex
cused for six weeks during rehear
sals (for a Christmas assembly)." 

"What we ·feel is constitutional is 
for the schools to teach about reli
gion but not to pick out any one re
ligious holiday and devote six weeks 
of class time to it," Pevar said. 

Opponents of the court decisions 
say _the rules for public schools are 

made by people who neglect tlie . 
ideas of religions other than Chris
:ianity. 

All nine Supre~e Court justices 
are Christians. 

The controversy about church
state separation has been sizzling in 
recent years especially about the 
question of prayer in public schools. 
A bill being considered in Congress 
would take away the Supreme 
Court's jurisdiction on school · 
prayer cases. 

Supporters of that bill hope it 
will get more voluntary prayer back 
in public schools while opponents 
say it will cross the fine line of 
church and state. 

YOGI'S 
WE HAVE 

RE-OPENED 

Now serving a complete menu including: 
Sandwiches and hamburgers, ice 

cream, frozen yogurt, onion rings, and 
french fries. 

721-5975 
631 S. Higgins • Open weekdays 11:00 a.m. to 8:00p.m. • 

Fri. and Sat. 11:00 a.m. to 2:30 a.m. 

Merry Christmas from 
Marshall Ski Area 

We have a new run this year. 
Come check it out. 

Season Passes still available. 
Only $75 lor students. 

7 Days- 5 Nights a Week 
East of Missoula 

258-6619 
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''School Phobia'' exists ·.~M 
WASIDNGTON (SPS)- "School 

phobia is the name psychologists 
have given to the sick feeling some 
students get when they think about 
going to school. 

Psychologists estimate that 1 per
cent of all students sometime dur
ing their school career suffer from 
school phobia. 

But the problem is just beginning 
to gain recognition among medical 
people, and school officials are even' 
further behind, often diagnosing-the 
phobia as truancy. 

"Unfortunately, teachers and 
school administrators fail to be 
aware of such a disorder," Wash
ington psychologist Winifred Gray 
said. Attendance officers and par
ents may even complicate the situa-

nausea, and vomiting according to 
tion by forcing phobics into the 
classroom. 

rational fear of school. This fear is 
usually a symptom of another prob
lem. 

"In treating a child, it is evident 
that ther_e is an underlying prob
lem," said Dr. James Herrell, · act
ing director of the Montgomery 
County Mental Health Services 
Division. Sexual anxiety, fear of 
abandonment by parents, hostile 
regression, and stress at home are 
causes of school phobia. 

Parents may also be a part of the 
problem. 

A student suffering from school 
phobia . requires special attention 
from parents, doctors, and school 
officials or he may develop a more 
serious' problem, psychologists 
agree. For public schools, which 
lose federal funds when students " 
don't attend, getting the child . to,, 
class takes priority over emotions. · 

The disorder can manifest itself " Schools· want to wash their 
in headaches , stomach aches, hands when dealing with the emo-
Dr. Theodore Shapiro, chief of child tional problem of a student. They 
psychology at New York-Cornell a." n.ai . ,. concerned with aca-
Medical Center. "It is an expre~;,wn demics and feel that the emotional 
that can take various forms," he part of a child is the responsibility 
said. A true phobic, however, is of the family not the school," social 
seized by intense anxiety and an ir- worker Wagner said. 
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BERNINA SEWING CENTER 
-148 So. Ave. West 

549-2811 
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