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-Majority a hindrance to political process 
The Rev. Jerry Falwell's Moral Majority, 

one of several conservative Christian organiza
tions, has in the last election shown its power 
to influence thousands of voters and swing 
election results to their right-wing liking. They 
did just that. 

The Majority, along with groups like the 
National ConserVative Political Action Com
mittee, NCPAC, targeted several outstanding 
liberal congressmen for defeat in the last elec
tion. Politicians like Bob Packwood of Oregon, 
Frank Church of Idaho, George McGovern of 
South Dakota, and Birch' Bayh of Indiana ap
parently did not measure up to these groups' 
standards of Ch~stian morality. So, millions of 
dollars and much intensive effort were put into 
the , goal of toppling these men. The latter 
three were successfully unseated. Spokesman 
for NCPAC appeared last month on national 
television to boast of their strong influence and 
bluntly threatened the newly elected govern
ment with their power and warned them to 
"watch it." With NCPAC, it is a case of pulling 
political strings, but with fundamentalists like 
Falwell and his followers, the claim is made 
that their choice of candidates is God's choice. 
It is rather questionable whether a group, how
ever large, has the right, or is in fact able to 
identify a "God's candidate." 

Last spring, 200,000 Christians gathered for 

a political and prayer rally they called "Wash
ington for Jesus." There were many speakers 
at WFJ, mostly religious leaders, and from 
their speeches, two very disturbing points sur
face. 

First, it has become quite obvious that the 
men that the Moral Majority support and 
helped elect are men they consider "good 
Christians" and having "high moral stand
ards." But Article VI of the Constitution 
states that " ... no religious test shall ever be 
required as a qualification to any office." It is 
perfectly legal for a preacher to endorse a can
didate as long as he is not announcing an offi
cial selection of his church. But among these 
conservative organizations, the leaders such as 
Falwell often are their own church. It is quite 
disturbing, therefore, when Falwell endorses a 
candidate, as he did Gerald Ford in 1976, and 
97 percent of his 17,000 member congregation 
votes accordingly. 

Second, there is the matter of sectarianism, 
a bigoted adherence to one particular faction. 
Official establishment by law of one church is 
not the only way Christianity has provoked 
civil disorder. As is well known, ugly fighting 
over the centuries among the Christian de
nominations has caused rioting, mayh~m and' . 
war, ballot stuffing, and judicial corruption . . · · 
Several Protestant churches refused to take 
part in the "Washington for Jesus" rally. The 

National Council of Churches accurately called 
it "politics in a religious cloak." Representa
tives from several other religious groups de
nounced it in a news conference. When the 
right-wing's present brand of politics is 
provoking sharp attacks from other Christian 
as well as secular groups for its claim to the 
one correct set of morals, sectarianism is with 
us. 

Falwell has insisted time after time that 
the Moral Majority has not done any meddling 
in politics, despite all that has been seen. The 
Majority obviously is doing more than their 
share of meddling - meddling that should 
stop at once. Beyond protection of rights, the 

. state has no place in religion, and religion like
wise has no place in the state or its politics. 
Falwell has said they only seek to have moral 
Christians in public office. FiDe, let him vote 
for such persons and any one else who cares 
to. But when the movement extends to judge
ment of Congressmen and the concentrated ef
fort to remove from politics forever those that 
don't pass their religious test, then the move
ment becomes a hindrance to the political pro
cess. When the groups like the Majority claim 
they are preaching "God's Politics", we must 
always remember that some of the most op
pressive and dangerous movements have called 
God their leader. 

Steve Dehner 

Letters _______ _ 

~'1'. THfl.T lNDU.HRIAL 
POLU'TlON 1.~ GOING TO 

KILL U5 ALL! 

Good work 
To the Editor: 

I am a student at the university 
'and for the past few weeks I have 
been jogging on a "route" that runs 
by your school. For a while I began 
to notice the amount of garbage 
that was tossed on the small lot be
tween your school and the laundry
mat next door. I wondered if it was 
ever going to be cleaned up. How
ever, today I saw some students 
taking their. personal time to clean 
it up. I must say, I was very much 
impressed and would like to com
mend the students for their effort. 
Keep up the good work. Thank you 
for your ·time. 

David Deer 
1055 Aber Hall 

U of M 

Proud police. 
To the Editor: 

We members of the Missoula 
Police Department wish to express 
our appreciation of the Hellgate 
Student Body for their outstanding 
representation within our commu
nity. Over and over officers com
ment on the attitude and demeanor 
of Missoula's high school students, 
and no better example can be given 
than the recent days of homecom
ing and the cross-town rivalry 
game. 

We appreciate your contributions 
to our community and just want to 
say thanks, we're proud of you. 

Sabe Pfau, 

lbief of Police' 
for all Police Department Members 

Alarming 
situation 
To the Editor: 

The abuse of fire alarms in our 
school has become a matter of 
great concern to the members of 
Student Senate. A short time ago, 
Principal Richard Correll ap
proached the Senate asking our 
ideas to deter students from setting 
the fire alarms. The senate came up _ 
with the possible solution of stu
dent senators patroling the halls 
during the lunch hours. T9!s, how
ever, seems like a great deal of 
time and effort for a few people · 
simply because a few of our fellow 
students find it amusing to pull the 
fire alarms. 

Hellgate is a very old building 
and although the exterior walls are 
constructed of brick, the interior of 
our school could burn in a matter of 
minutes. Hellgate also has a very 
old boiler room in which a fire 
could very easily start. Further
more, all the construction work 
going on in the new addition also 
increases the probability of a fire. 
Two of the exits are blocked due to 
construction, which makes evacua
tion of Hellgate all the more diffi
cult. 

You'll notice that, whenever a fire 
alarm goes off, no one pays any at
tention for the first 45 seconds. 
When everyone decides that it must 
be a genuine drill, they slowly 
amble toward an exit. Assistant · 
Prineipal Ken Colbo commented 
that if there were a real fire, we 
could all "consider ourselves french 
fries". 

Please, whoever is pulling the 
fire alarms, res~ain yourself. Not 
only are the false alarms annoying, 
to both the administration and the 
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Considering all these factors, it 
would seem that it is of the utmost 
importance that Hellgate have an 
efficient and reliable fire alarm and 
evacuation system. Yet these false 
fire aiarms have defeated the pur
pose of our fire alarm syst~m. 

· student body, they are creating an 
unnecessary risk for the whole 
school. 

Kim Card 
Junior Senator 

Lori Elison 
Junior Senator 
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