
Senate not a pep club 
By Rob Werling 

Student .COuncil doesn't exist solely to pep people up, 
but its objective is certainly not to create and nullify 
school policies. This issue seemed cloudy in editorials of 
the last edition of the Lance. The Lance claimed that if 
a student council does not improve the academic stand
ards of its school, then it accomplishes virtually nothing. 

Guest Columnist 
It argued that most student councils in Montana "are 
nothing more than elected pep clubs, and are worthless 
as governing bodies." That's a great impact statement, 
but it really doesn't mean much. 

As a governing body, Hellgate's Student Senate was 
modeled after the United States Senate as closely as 
could be managed, for the purposes of r(!presenting stu- · 
dents and teaching people about the structure and oper
ation of government. The parallelS between the U.S. 
Senate and the Hellgate Student Senate, however, can
not be extended any further than they have been until 
now. The U.S. Senate makes laws; the Hellgate Student 
Senate does not. Whether we like it or not, we students 
are governed, not by each other, but by the people who 
are getting paid to administer rules in high schools. And 
whether we believe it or not, the goal of those people is 
to help us. . 

This doesn't mean that Student Senate is powerless, 
or that it meets at 7 a.m. every Tuesday for nothing. 
The concept of student government is to link the stu-

dents with Pte administration, and at present Student 
Senate is the only organized link we have. Senate 
doesn't exist for its own benefit; it exists for the benefit 
of those it represents. For this reason, Student Senate is 
what the students want it to be, not what the senators 
want it to be. The only way Student Senate can effec
tively represent the students is with the support and 
input of the students. 

As for raising pep, Student Senate is not around just 
to make the cheering section at basketball games 
louder. And the last thing that a student council would 
dream of is condemning a student for having interests 
which don't include loud cheers. A student council 
should encourage school spirit, but only because the stu
dents want to have fun supporting their teams, and want 
to be proud of their school 

One final note concerning the proposal for a student 
member on the MCHS Board of Trustees: That resolu
tion was not bungled by anyone, nor was its presenta
tion. The Board simply was not in favor of having a stu
dent represented with them, for various reasons which 
can't be listed here. No one was treated like an infant. 
Perhaps some people acted like infants - those who 
want something NOW, and if they don't get it NOW they 
call people names. Every reasonable decision is based 
on compromise, and sometimes delay. The MCHS Board 
of Trustees will listen to formal student representatives 
for that Board before June 1981. 

Editor's note: Werling, a junior, is Student Federa
tion President. 
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STEAC failing again? 
By Troy Deckert 
Editor 

Student Senate is again starting 
work on its curriculum review com
mittee, the Student-Teacher Educa
tion Advancement Commission, and 
hopefully senate's efforts will not 
falter again. STEAC was created 
three years ago by former Student 
Federation President Tod Hess at 
the end of his term. Last year's 
president, Dan Hallsten, failed to 
conduct one meeting with STEAC's 
members present. 

benefit students. 
Though senate bas started organ

izing STEAC and those involved in 
the committee met Tuesday, the 
late start bas already a harmed the 
effectiveness the commission could 
have. With half of the school year 
gone before the commission a<;ts, 
much valuable time bas been lost. 

Senate must learn from the fail- . 
ures of previous senates in starting 
STEAC. The committee has gotten 
a late start every year since its cre
ation and it never materializes. Sen
ate's leaders must insure that a 
working commission, even with it's 
late start, becomes a reality. 

Many students know and care lit
tle about the commission. Senate 
must make certain that all students 
know how to suggest changes in a 
class. Since STEAC can only recom
mend changes, the commission 
must also· work to see that the ad
minsitration takes the suggestions 
seriously. STEAC is senate's mosl 
important undertaking with the 
greatest chance for success and to 
let it fail for the third straight year 
would be disastrous. 

The curriculum review commit
tee could be one of the most impor
tant functions of senate. The com
mission, consisting of four teachers, 
four students and the president, 
reviews student complaints about 
class content and teaching. After an 
investigation STEAC can make rec
ommendations to the administra
tion. Senate already bas a number 
of complaints on file and they illus
trate the worth STEAC could have. 
Many of the suggestions for class 
changes are valid and STEAC is the 
only way changes could be made to 

Letters------------------~------------------------------
Staff story 

To the Editor: 
All in all the Lanee was busy, 

preparing Christmas stories for 
reading joys. 

The J'I students worked busily 
like good girls and boys, 

Trying to make Seitz happy on 
completing issue seven. 

-While the students wandered the 
halls in fifth heaven, 

Making information impossible 
and hard to get. 

But the Lance staff was readily 
determined to make that goal they 
had set. · 

They had gathered around the 
table in grief and in anger, 

Discussing from Santa's sleigh to 
Jesus' manger. 

·When up jumped Mason Mitchell 
•making that mighty Knight stand, 

We'll go to Sentinel's Konab and 
ask them for a hand. 

Then remember what a fool he 
was, for making his opinions 
noticed and being so brave. 

But as far as Sentinel was con
cerned Mason had dug his own 
grave. 

So again they sat and put their 
knowledgeable heads together, 

Life for Christmas news wasn't 
that complicated and had to get 
better. 

When in stepped the Lance's 
good friend Eric Best, 

Seeing everybody thinking hard, 
Eric sat down to join the rest. 

What we are trying to do was to 
prepare a good paper, that was one
of-a-kind. 

Don't worry about a thing, just 
tune in next time! 

Tricia Fifield 
Sophomore 

Free learning 
To the Editor: 

In a world full of change and 
questions, people find themselves 
constantly chann'-" and asking 
questions about tt rironment. 
If they are given freedom, space, 
and time, they will eventually dis
cover answers . to their questions. 
Today's society , however, bom
bards people with rules of behavior 
which cause people to worry about 

what they should or should not do 
instead of worrying about what they 
want to do or don't want to do. The 
restrictions and the channeling of 
people are perpetuated by today's 
school systems, in that individuals 
are not given the freedom to choose 
what they want to learn about, nor 
how they want to learn. 

The present school systems of 
· today consist of teachers and of stu
. dents where the teacher directs the 
classroom and expects the students 
to perform the same tasks. Struc
ture in the classroom doesn't 
change from the first day to the last 
because of a set of rules the teacher 
presents to the students which they 
will either obey or disobey. For ex
ample, the students in one room at 
Hellgate High School were told they 
would write a five paragraph stand
ard essay. They could choose any 
topic as long as another student 
chose the same topic. They were 
given a time limit, a specific for
mat, and a grading system which 
they had to abide by or else their 
grade would be lowered. They were 
not given the responsibility to 
choose a time limit, format, or 
grading system. There is, however, 
a question : How can a single 
teacher meet 25 different styles, 
grading systems, and time limits, 
and still remain organized? The an
swer is simple. The teacher does 
not have to meet and organize 25 
different essays. He or she can let 
the students assume control over 
organizing, grading, and format. 
The students in this class are fully 
capable of deciding what they want 
and how they will pursue their 
wants. Teachers should facilitate 
learning instead of controlling 
learning. 

Facilitation of learning isn't diffi
cult because of a natural structure 
which exists in every human. Hu
mans have always wanted to har
monize with their surroundings; 
mental and physical. Humans have 
wanted to know how to use their 
surroundings, understand them, 
and mold into them. A school sys
tem, like ours, which is rigid and 
stationary, doesn't alter with the 
changes of students and teachers 
and doesn't allow students to ex
plore their natural surroundings. A 
limited, inflexible curriculum con
fines both the teachers and the stu
dents, whereas a broader, flexible 
curriculum would enable both 
teachers and students the opportu
nity to discover what they wanted 

to learn about. Mutual interest be
tween students and teachers would 
create an equal atmosphere and not 
an unbalanced atmosphere of "this 
is how it will· be done." 

The atmosphere of "this is how it 
will be done" is not the sole fault of . 
the teachers. The school board, 
which adds and cuts from the cur
riculum, and presents both teachers 
and students with rules and regula
tions, is responsible for a lot of the 
present conditions. The school 
board, however, is subject to the 
wants of the students' parents who 
wouldn't tolerate having their child
ren living a life at school different 
from their lives at home. Conse
quently, the school board feels a 
need to inflict rules of behavior 

upon the students so that their ac
tions will not offend the students' 
parents. If they offend the students' 
parents, they could possibly be 
fired. In order to prevent a possible 
job loss, the school board requires 
that the teachers enforce their rules 
and regulations. Whenever school 
conditions upset the parents, then 
the teachers can be blamed for let
ting the students misbehave. John 
Holt, however, is quoted to say 
'fear the people who fear . they are 

slaves ; they'll want to make slaves 
out of you; obedience is the great 
multiplier of . evil." Students and 
teachers can unionize and say "no" 
to the restrictions put on free learn-
ing. · · 

Give people the chance to learn · 
freely, to be creative and to be flex
ible within their society, and people 
will expand and break out of the 
mold which the school system bas 
poured them into. In order to break 
the mold, it is important to realize 
the limits and goals which are pre
sented to us, and to understand that 
the pursuit of knowledge purely for 
the sake of knowledge isn'timpor
tant. Instead, ·knowledge through 
learning should involve feelings, liv
ing, and meaning which can be ap
plied to our mental and physical 
world. 

Ted Lamb 
Senior 

If Unique Is What You Seek. • • 
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