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Editorials -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Reagan seeks SALT Ill 
By Julie Burk 
Columnist 

Before the presidential election, 
the foreign policy debate in the 
campaign hinged on the issues of 
military force and how it should be 
used. 

·President-elect Ronald Reagan 
has repeatedly been accused of 
being a war monger, which means 
that some people think he will get 
the United States into a war. That 
isn't necessarily the truth. Basical
ly, Reagan's ultimate goal is clear 
military superiority over the Soviet 
Union, and what is wrong with 
that? 

President Ji.Iffi11y Carter, how
ever, believes in maintaining a bal
ance between the two superpowers. 
That is all well and good but it is 
highly unlikely that Russia would 
comply. Ever since the Cuban Mis
sile crisis 18 years ago, Russia has 
steadily increased it's military 
power until it has become a super
power, or even the superpower. It 

the Soviet Union would want to 
allow the United States to remain 
its equal, therefore, we definately 
need to be superior. 

First of all, Reagan would scrap 
the SALT II treaty because he 
fears, and rightly so, that it would 
lock the United States into a posi
tion of strategic inferiority. 

Instead, he proposes a new treaty 
- a realistic SALT m - in which 
he aims to achieve balanced arms 
reductions by attempting to bargain 
from a position of greater U.S. 
strength. 

Reagan believes that in the 
Soviet Union right now there is an 
element of confusion about the "va
cillation of our recent foreign 
policy, the threats and then the 
backdowns, and so forth." He 
firmly believes that the Soviet 
Union would prefer consistency. To 
be firmer with them make it clear 
that we will not be pushed around 
so that they will know what to ex-

would be "happier" with someone 
who opposed some of the things 
they did - someone who let them 
know what they were dealing with. 

Reagan intends to open this dia
logue by telling the Soviets that we 
have to renegotiate SALT II. Right 
away, he will try to salvage some of 
the current treaty, but we are not 
going to ratify it the way it is. He 
would make it plain that we are 
ready to sit down to legitimate ne
gotiations. 

According to Reagan, the Carter 
administration has allowed the 
Soviets to surpass the United States 
in virtually every category of mili
tary strength by its foreign policy of 
" appeasement" of the Soviet Union 
in critical areas - from Afghani
stan to Angola, not to mention " be
trayal" of friendly nations such as 
Taiwan. 

To reverse this situation, it is im
perative that we give Reagan our 
full support so he can accomplish 

spayrn~rsave·s fiVes 
By Ellen Reynolds 
Journalism I 

Killing cats and dogs isn't a lot of 
fun: Not getting their cats or dogs 
spayed because of their ignorant 
outlook, people think the kittens 
and puppies that appear are cute 
and ci~Jrling. They may be cute and 
darling alive, but not dead. 

The ignorant owners are the ones 
that disregard the responsibility of 
getting their animals spayed. They 
then give the litter to the humane 
society to give them to folks who 
will treat them decently. The Mis-

soula County Humane Society 
ended up placing only 1,340 cats 
and 1,695 dogs in homes during the 
1979 year. That same year, 965 cats 
and 1,354 dogs had to be put to 
death. That's not a laughing matter. 
. If you can't honestly afford get
ting your cat or dog spayed, the Hu- • 
mancr Society issues spay and 
neuter certificates that help reduce 
the price. 

The owners that are getting their 
cats and dogs spayed are doing the 
right thing. Letting cats and dogs 
reproduce is wrong. P~ple can al-

ways pick up home-needing animals 
at humane societies. 

Unwanted animals are often ne
glected. Neglect is a sad picture to 
see, especially to man's best friend. 
The unwanted animals usually end 
up without a home, which leads to 
frozen, starving animals. 

Don't blame your cats and dogs 
for having kittens and puppies. If 
you can't find a decent, caring 
home for them, get your animals 
spayed. Live animals are better 
than dead animals. 
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Christmas: a feeling of excitement 

J· 

By Diana Payne 
Staff Writer 

Once again the Christmas season 
is upon us and it seems America is 
drifting from the original intent of 
the day. Have we totally lost the 
real meaning of Christmas? What is 
the true meaning? 

Today w~ have the day of Dec. 25 
set apart. It's unlike any other day 
of the year, Americans all over the 
coQDtry start preparing months 
ahead for the major event. We buy, 
buy, buy, for those "special" gifts. 
Is it the more we give, the more we 
will receive? 

We also have the picture of the 
infant Jesus surrounded by the 
three wise men, but this picture 
which has so much meaning to the 
purpose of the day is behind a 
booth that continually has a long 
line of children waiting to have 
their picture taken with an actor 
and to tell him what they want to 
receive on Christmas morning. Is 
this the meaning or is it tucked be
hind Santa's booth hardly noticed? 

As children, know only that one 
day each year we get presents and 
we're caught up in the secrecy. The 
excitement for the morning when 
the secrets are revealed, keeps us 
constantly full of energy that drives 
mothers insane. 

Somewhere· along the line we 
learn of Jesus and that somehow he 
is connected with getting presents. 
Later, we realize that the three 
wise men gave presents to the in
fant out of love and respect on his 
day of birth and that, supposedly, is 
why we exchange gifts. o 

Though we realize why we give 
1 gifts we never seem to see, as we 
· grow older and wiser, that it is time 
· to draw from the commercial 

aspect of the day and concentrate 
more on the feelings of those 
around us. Isn't it nicer to _give a 
present that you have made your
self? It has a lot more meaning to 
you and the person who will receive 
it because it has your character 
woven into it. 

The true meaning of Christmas 
seems to be a feeling, of excite
ment, happiness, and giving small 
or handmade gifts that are given 
out of the love and respect you have 

for those around you ...:.. just like the 
three wise men giving gifts to 
Jesus. 

If one can draw themselves away 
from the Santa Clauses, and the 
constant drive to shop and buy, for 
tacky presents no one will .use, if 
you can just capture the feeling and 
the spirit that has come down 
through centuries, of a love and giv
ing to your fellow man, maybe you 
will have found the true meaning. 

Holiday Depressing 
By Kirstin Miller 
Assistant News Editor 

More people commit suicide on New Year's Day than on 
any other day of the year. Blame it on the post-holiday depres
sion syndrome: The Christmas Blues. 

Americans have a fairy-tale image of Christmas. It is rein
forced by every communication source : radio, television, liter
ature and songs. Weeks before Christmas stores are pressuring 
customers to buy, buy, buy. Processed, packaged and present
ed to you, the perfect commercialized Christmas can be yours 
if you shop now. People rush from store to store, followed by 
nauseating strains of the "disco" version of Jingle Bells, and 
surrounded by plastic Santas and fake mistletoe. Expenses of 
the holidays are upsetting and most people suffer feelings of 
inadequacy if unable to partake in lavish gift giving. Ameri
cans are searching for the perfect "dream Christmas" and 
they aren't finding it; consequently, they have shattered ex
pectations. 

The media has brain-washed America into thinking that giv
ing presents can erase all the injustice and unkindness in the 
world. Somewhere the true meaning of Christmas has been 
buried. Material goods just can't compensate for real Christ
mas spirit. 

The exploitation of Christmas probably will never end. It is 
up to the individual to sort through the commercialism and 
uncover the original Christmas message; ideally one of peace 
and goodwill towards mankind. 

NOWHE~E 
MAN ~~.J?.~~"i'.~· 
I hate television commercials. I 

really do. I hate television too, but I 
won't go intothat. I suppose the 
only reason I hate T.V. commer
cials is that they're stupid. But you 
have to admt, that's a pretty good 
reason. lmean they're moronic. Id
iotic. Need I go on? I sure do. To 
get to the p betic heart of the mat
ter, I'm going to list some of the 
idiocies of commercials. Let them 
stand as proof of the aforemen
tioned stupidity: 

1) Grape Nuts has respect for na
ture. 

%} I need roller skates to keep up 
with you! You wanted the active 
life of a reporter. Here, try these. 
Stay Free Maxi-Pads? 

3) America's not going . to be 
pushed around anymore. 

4) Frank Sinatra is having an inti
mate conversation with Lee Ia
cocca, the "New" Chrysler Corpo
ration presdent. 

5) Ancient Chinese secret, huh? 
6) Hi, I'm Johnny 0 . 
7) It's laughs galore when Jack 

and the girls discover that Mr. 
Roper is a latent homosexual with a 
fetish for fireplace implements. 
Don't miss the fun Tuesday night. 

8) Veta Guigiamelli has an Exe
derin headache. 

9) Slim Whitman more popular in 
England than Elvis or the Beatles. 

10) I would like to talk to you 
about diarrhea. 

11) Nature has respect for Urape . 
Nuts. 

12) Red Sovine: More popular in 
Oklahoma than Elvis or Slim. 

13) I would like to talk to you 
about Ronald Reagan. 

14) I need Maxi-pads to keep up 
with you! 

I said I wasn't going to go into 
television in general. Well, I am. 
And you can't stop me. I have a 
contention; I contend that 99.9 per
cent of all commercials on TV are 
brainless - an impressive figure, 
one must admit. But only 90 per
cent of television in general is trash 
(commercials we refer to as stupid; 
television in general is called trash). 
That's a little better than commer
cials - but not much. Now, you've 
got your different kinds of TV 
trash. You've got your Cutsey Trash 
and your Unintentionally Funny 
Trash and your Insulting-to-the-In
telligence Trash, and you've got 
your Local and National Trash, 
your Sensational Trash - oh, the 
list goes on and on. Your That's In
credible Trash:Trash; your Win-a
Stash-of-cash-Fast Trash; your Un
sophisticated-Sex-Humor-Aimed-at-
12-year-old-Minds Trash, etcetera, 
etcetera. O.K. So maybe it isn't 
your trash, but it certainly isn't MY 
trash - it's THEIR trash, and they 
can keep it. I don't want it. 

And furthermore, Mean Joe 
doesn't want it either. 
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Complete Pro Shop and Lanes 

I 1 Oo/o Off Any Purchase Over $10.00 
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Merry Christmas 
Vito 
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Mon.-Fri. 
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