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Hellgate's boys basketball team is 
3-1 in non-conference play. The 
Knights face the Kalispell Braves 
on Jan. 8 in Missoula. 

Head coach Eric Hays said that 
Hellgate will work on it's weak
nesses over the Christmas vacation 
to get ready for Kalispell, who is 
rated number one in the Western 
AA Division. This will be Hellgate's 
first conference game and they will 
be going up against an experienced 
team. 

Kalispell's head coach Bill Ep
perly has possibly the best player in 
the state playing for him; his son 

Jeff. Jeff averaged 22.4 points per 
game last year and has the potential 
to hurt any ball club in the state. 
Hays said that there are two ways 
to deal with a team like Kalispell. 
Ei~r stop the team and let the 
star get his points or stop the star 
and ·let the team score. 

"Hopefully we'll do one of the 
two." said Hays. 

Hellgate's strong points are re
bounding, defense, hustle, and the 
ability to play well together. 

"We are working. well as a 
team," said junior Dan Tabish. 

"We need to handle the b~ bet-

ter under pressure," said senior 
Gary Steubs of Hellgate's major 
weak point. Hays and most of the 
players agreed that ballhandling is 
the team's biggest problem. Hell
gate's rebounding ability has made 
up for the squads turnovers but 
their fast break has not been effec
tive yet this year. 

Hays said that he is pleased with 
all of the players performances but, 
"we aren't anywhere near what 
we're going to be." 

As for Hays' prediction of the 
seasons' outcome, he said "we · 
won't go undefeated." 

Sub-varsity b-ballers. need experience 
All the sub-varsity basketball 

coaches agree that their teams have 
some good, well balanced talent. 
The only real problem is the lack of 
experience. By the end of the year 
all the teams should gain needed 
experience to excel. 

The FresbmaD Team 
The freshman team is 1 ~ this 

year with a win over Butte West 
and freshman coach Wayne Beddow 
says his team is improving every 
day. 

"The kids I have are hard work
ers and area really nice to work 
with," Beddow said, "Having just 
one freshman team is a good deal 
for the size of school Hellgate is. 

The kids that are on the fresh
man team are Trevor Maier, Rod 
Meyer, Eric Nelson, Rich Wood, 
Jim Stevens, Lewis DeMorio, Andy 
Scherrullo, Mark Pashan, Bob 
Byrne, Pat Foley, Mark Gibbson, 
Larry Kolb, Charlie Burk and David 
Woodbury. 

The Sophomore Team 
Pboto by Marie M<caard 

Junior Eric Sprunk grabs a rebound against the Helena C~pitol Bruins. 
The Knights are 3-1 and open conference play Jan. 8 against Kalispell. 

The sophomore team is 
coached by Dick Sampson. His 
team is 0-4 this year, with losses to 

The sport of wrestling involves 
many complicated and involved 
techniques that require years and 
years of work to perfect. It is also 
one of the most physically demand
ing sports available to high school 
students. Then why do wrestlers 
put themselves through this kind of 
torture? 

Because wreslters like to: · 
A. show compassion for their fellow 
man 
B. keep warm during the winter 
C. wear cute little outfits 

D. hurt. others who are wearing 
cute little outfits 
E. make funny faces 
F. moan and groan while making 
funny faces 
G. really get a chance to smell their 
opponents 

Also wrestlers seem to enjoy 
pulling each others limbs and con
torting the human body into hun
reds of unbelievable positions. And 
they never bend a limb the way that 
it was designed to go. This results 
in the desired affect of the oppo
nent screaming in pain. 

The object of wrestling is for one 
pin to pin another pin and all of this 
is done on a cushion which is called 
a mat. But it is not a mat at all. In
stead it is a pin cushion used by 
pins to pin pins. 

The rumor that wrestlers are 
dirty, disgusting, bad smelling, stu
pid, ugly, repulsive, and left handed 
is definitely not true. Not all wrest
lers are left handed. 

It is not difficult to spot a wres
tler in a hall crowded with students. 
He is the bolegged one with greasy 
hair and a letterman's jacket that is 
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Butte, Great Falls Russell, Helena, 
Capital, Helena High. Despite the 
teams record, coach Sampson is 
pleased with his team this year. 

"The team has good, evenly 
matched talent. There are no real 
starters. Also we.have ·a good team 
effort," he said, "But we are still 
making mistakes and they don't 
foul much." 

The players on the sophomore 
team are Brian Barry, Rich Cox, 
Dan Doyle, Tim Gaertner, Mark 
Heydon, Steve Hill, Eric Johnson, 
Bob LaCasse, Ken McBroom, 
Lanny McGaughey, Mike Richards 
and Brad Strosahl. 

Junior Varsity 
Junior varsity coach Tom 

Demmons' team is 4-0 this season 

l 

thus far, with wins over Great Falls 
Russell, Butte, Helena Capital and 
Helena High. Demmons said his 
team has some good raw talent and 
needs to develop that talent. 

He expressed that this years team 
doesn't have the all around heights 
as last years team, but that only 
makes the kids work harder. 

This years J .V. team consists of 
sophomores Phil Schaff, John 
Hanger and Joe Means, juniors 
Kern Foley, Mike Hanger, Rob Hu
guet, Rob Kelley, Brad Zander, 
Curt Beelman, Mason Mitchell, and 
Jim Stevens. Senior, Reggie Hall is 
also playing J.V., but he will be eli
gible to play varsity at the end of 
the semester. 

Stranahan askecl to resign 
Head football coach Larry Stranahan was asked to resign as 

head football coach last week by Principal Richard Correll. 
Vice principal Don Lawston said "Correll asked Stranahan to 

resign." At Lance press time Stranahan's resignation was not 
final, and was still being debated between Stranahan and Correll. 

In the three years that Stranahan has coached at Hellgate, his 
record has been 7-20. 

"I feel good about my years at Hellgate," Stranahan said. 

knocking everyone out of his way 
with his huge chest. Normally they 
stick their chests out so far that 
they cannot see the floor and this 
causes them to constantly trip down 
the stairs. This usually doesn't tum 
into a disaster with books flying and 
heads broken because wrestlers 
never carry books and their heads 
are indestructable. All that is ever 
hurt is the building. 

On the average wrestlers do not 
have very high IQ's. Try this test on 
a wrestler sometime and see for 
yourself. All that You have to do is 

asit a wrestler what weight class he 
wrestles in. You will probably get 
an answer like "32" or "38". Well 
obviously any person over four feet 
tall is going to weigh more than 38 
pounds! I wonder what they would 
say if you ask them how old they 
are? 

Even with all of their drawbacks, 
these bolegged grapplers manage to 
achieve some of the best season re
cords that this school could ever 
hope to see and I would like to wish 
them good luck in the years to 
come. M.M. 
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